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A VISIT TO ABYSSINIA. 



CHAPTER I. 

Presents — ^Rest — ^Mules — The Mogetsch — The Trial — Bad 
News — Sympathy — Sport — Musicians. 

TTIROM this point we commenced a descent 

-*- into the plains. At one p.m. we halted, 
and the promised benefactions commenced making 
their appearance. A huge ox was first led forward 
and was followed by masses of the country bread 
borne in flat round wicker-baskets carried on the 
head, beer in large earthenware jars, butter and 
paprika in smaller ones, and a special vessel 
containing honey and several bowls of milk ; then 
there was a small supply of bread of superior 
quality for my private consumption, made into a 
loaf shaped like a large bun about one foot in 
diameter and two inches thick, which was ex- 
cellent. 
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2 A VISIT TO ABTSSIKIA. 

The paprika, of which the natives are very 
fond and with which they flavour everything, is 
C(nnpo»cd of powdered capsicums or chilis, and 
r(!»ofnblo8 red oil paint, being in a thickened fluid 
flnd trcincndoualy hot. How the throats and 
Htornfich» of the natives stand the quantities of 
thiH favourite stimulus which they swallow is 
wondorful, and can only arise from lifelong 
practice. 

Thoro was a difficulty about the manner in 
wliicli the ox was to be slaughtered ; if killed 
by tlio ChriHtian, it could not be partaken of by 
tho followers of the Prophet ; if, on the other 
Imiid, (l(»atli was inflicted by the hand of a Moslem, 
the projndicoH of the Habesh were outraged and 
angry foolingH at seeing me, a Christian, indiffer- 
ent to thaso prejudices were aroused. However 
«rt the moat was brought for my use, and it was a 
problem beyond solution to satisfy the views of 
both religions, I decided on handing over the 
work of dobtruction to my domestics ; for, as it 
was Lent, the natives were properly restricted 
from indulging in flesh diet, and whatever remain- 
ed unconsumod by my party must be at this season 
nccoi^sarily useless* 

Personally I cared but little, for I found 
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Abyssinian beef so tough and musky that I had 
long given up all attempts at its consumption. 
The native ox, though small and shapely, carries 
a suspicious hump and has a buffalo-like appear- 
ance. 

On the previous day I had gladly acquiesced in 
the proposal to make an easy march. I was, how- 
ever, somewhat surprised when the Betwiddet 
informed me that it was not his intention to 
move from our halting-place until the morrow; 
and I then remonstrated, showing that in this 
manner and at this rate of progress I should not 
reach Johannes in six months. He,' however, in 
most persuasive tones, pointed out to me in what 
a shocking condition my mules were, and that 
possibly a little rest and attention at this period 
would be amply repaid by their subsequent im- 
provement ; and to enforce his argument great 
attention was afforded those animals suffering 
from sores, and plasters of mixed grass, butter, 
and cowdung were placed on their wounds. 
They certainly were in a sad plight at this early 
stage after such light marching, twelve out of 
the twenty-nine being sick ; and, on thinking the 
matter quietly over, I came to the conclusion 

that on arrival at Debra Tabor, the first large 

b2 
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town on our route, the greater portion of the 
mules and baggage would have to be abandoned 
and the Iremamder of the journey made in an 
extremely light marching order. The native 
appliances for fastening eflfects on the mule are 
not in any way adapted for boxes, portmanteaus, 
&c., and are only calculated for bales or balanced 
bags. T had to carry not only my personal 
property, but also cases containing presents for 
the king, Ras Areya, &a These had been 
reconstructed under the eye of the envoy at 
Gallabat, and he had expressed his approval of 
those made, but they turned out in practice to 
be far too large, and every mule burdened 
in turn with these packages developed a sore 
back. 

There was no doubt, moreover, that for rapid 
travelling my mules were too many in number, 
and this must have been well known to Baram- 
baras on my quitting Serramba, but he had offered 
neither counsel nor warning on the subject, seem- 
ing too well pleased that I should start with every 
disadvantage. 

The loading and unloading of my caravan 
required an hour, and frequently an hour and a 
half Each time of starting the burdens were 
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strapped on with long, thin strips of leather, 
which passed around and ran underneath the 
mule's belly ; in order, therefore, when a single 
<;ase was in question to secure it across the back 
effectually, it became necessary to draw the fas- 
tenings so tightly that the mule was nearly cut 
in two or the package very shortly slipped round, 
two small square boxes of ball ammunition giving 
endless trouble, and falling off about six times 
<laily. 

I suffered much annoyance, I must confess, 
from the constant surveillance I was subjected 
to ; it was an impossibility for me to obtain even 
a moment's privacy. If I selected a sequestered 
«pot for a temporary resting-place, in a very 
short time I was certain to discover that imme- 
diately opposite would be posted, quite unosten- 
tatiously, a small knot of observant natives. 
If I snatched up a gun and went out hastily 
unattended for a stray shot, after a hundred 
yards there surely would be an individual or 
two carelessly strolling on the same course, and, 
in whichever direction I bent my steps, I was 
always conscious of heads popping up above the 
long grass or reeds in my neighbourhood. If I 
took up a pencil to write even a few lines, at once 
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a dozen keen and jealous glances followed every 
motion of my hand. I had known years ago, when 
Europeans were strangers in Japan, what it was 
to be followed by an admiring crowd of possibly 
a thousand people, to have holes bored in my 
bed-room wall by ladies curious as to the habits 
of the foreigner, and to hold a perfect lev6e of 
all ages and either sex during my morning bath j 
but that was curiosity, unlimited no doubt, but 
good-humoured and unmixed with any other 
feeling. In Abyssinia it partook too much of 
the nature of a disagreeable supervision to be at 
all welcome. At Serramba on two occasions, 
when I had endeavoured to make a sketch of 
the surrounding scenery, I had been absolutely 
interfered with and " moved on." 

February Ihih. — Shortly after starting on the 
following day, we crossed the Mogetsch at a ford 
where it was about thirty yards wide, and, even 
at this period of the year, boasted a considerable 
stream. Its waters were clear and extremely 
pleasant to the taste. Gondar is situated near a 
branch of this river, which rises in the moun- 
tainous district of Woggera, and pours its current 
at a slight distance from where I passed into the 
north-east portion of Lake Tzana. 
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At oDe p.m., after following a very easy road 
along the plains, we entered on a track thickly 
dotted about with small trees and shrubs, and 
then, in about half an hour, emerging from this, 
found ourselves faced by a thriving village, and 
here the Governor proposed to halt. He was, 
however, over-ruled by some of his followers, 
who pointed out the superior attractions of a 
wide-spreading, lofty tree at a short distance ofE, 
and, cantering on to this spot, our day's march 
was again stated to be finished. 

On the road Bizat Bey had been very gay and 
conversational, had insisted on my riding his 
son's mule, which I had admired, for it was a 
strong and handsome beast, and a great con- 
trast to the somewhat feeble creature . which I 
owned, had taught me the names of two 
Abyssinian plants I had inquired for — the 
khumqual and the shum-bacqua — with neither 
of which I was previously acquainted, and had 
talked at length on the route I should have to 
pursue after leaving him, giving me much appar- 
ently well-intentioned counsel. We were all in 
good temper, and when, shortly after, a mes- 
senger, who met us on the route, fell back with 
my host and held a lengthened conversation 
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with him, I naturally attributed it to business 
affairs connected with the administration of the 
province, and nothing occurred during that after- 
noon to mar our quiet festivity. 

The village in our proximity supplied with 
generous haste our various wants. The tree 
afforded a very excellent shade, and a plain 
which lay in our front was traversed at a short 
distance by a small stream, from which we 
obtained a plentiful quantity of water. The 
men clustered in small knots around the Bet- 
widdet, his son, and myself, who occupied the 
interior space with the interpreter and a few 
favourite officers, and amusement was shortly 
afforded by a trial, the result of a dispute and 
wager between two followers. 

A large semi-circle was formed by the attend- 
ants, who composed the audience. In the centre, 
supported on either hand by the superior mem- 
bers of his suite, sat the Betwiddet, prepared to 
act as judge, all, of course, squatted on the 
ground. At a trifling distance, in front of the 
judge, stood the two disputants, the ends of 
whose garments were knotted together and held 
in the hand of a third person who separated 
them, and whose duty it was to prevent 
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their coming to blows, if excited by the 
heat of argument or by their feelings of ani- 
mosity. 

The shorter of the two, a man with a very 
strongly-marked Jewish cast of countenance, 
whose head, adorned with the unusual ap- 
pendage of a beard, was too large to be 
in proportion to his body, but who was broad- 
shouldered and truculent-looking, commenced 
the case with much vehemence and plausibility, 
and it was soon evident that his sarcasms and 
insulting remarks told strongly on his opponent, 
a tall, thin individual with a shy, nervous 
manner, for the latter at times writhed with 
passion and obviously burned to attack his 
wordy adversary, who at once, seeing his ad- 
vantage, redoubled his violence and stinging 
observations. 

Waving his hand in the direction of the 
defendant with a contemptuous gesture, so 
closely as to narrowly escape his nose, with a 
derisive laugh, he gave vent to mocking sen- 
tences. Then, turning deferentially to the 
Betwiddet, an oily smile clothed his features, 
and he made remarks of a complimentary 
nature to that dignitary's good sense and love of 
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justice. I saw that the tribute of praise was not 
unsuccessful, and a bland expression played 
gently about the old gentleman's mouth. With 
a spring, he then threw himself back again, fac- 
ing his foe, his legs and arms extended, and jibes 
rang out in clear, voluble utterance for about 
half an hour. I could see that it was very bad 
to bear, but, during the attack, silence was 
enforced under penalty of a fine, and the 
wretched being upon whom all these vitupera- 
tions were poured, ran down with visible per- 
spiration from the restraint forced upon his 
feelings. When he was at length allowed to 
answer, he proved very inferior in eloquence to 
his assailant, and was clearly too angry and 
excited to make good his cause. After his 
reply, others were called upon to corroborate 
either view of the question, and the case was 
then left to the Betwiddet's decision. In addi- 
tion to the stake legitimately at issue, farther 
zest was given to the result by bets made by the 
claimants on the result, amounting to ten dollars 
each, a heavy sum in Abyssinia. The short man 
was adjudged the victor, and his discomfited 
adversary bore a sad countenance for many days 
after. 
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In the evening I strolled out, having seen 
many guinea fowls, but I on no occasion met 
with quail in Abyssinia, or, indeed, in any lower 
latitude than 18°. I was shortly joined by the 
envoy. We shot several birds between us, in 
addition to two small antelopes, after which I 
returned to our camping-tree, where, in the 
meantime, I found a small hut of branches had 
been constructed for the Governor, an unusual 
attention for one night. 

February \Qih. — The men seemed unneces- 
sarily slow in loading the mules, and, as it was 
growing late, I became impatient, but could not 
discover the Betwiddet. I was then told that 
one of the mules had strayed away and could 
not be found, then later on that the Governor 
did not intend to move. The general manner 
was unpleasant and defiant, and I felt that some- 
thing was about to happen that I should not 
like. 

After numerous attempts to obtain conversation 
with Bizat Bey, he at length appeared, accom- 
panied by an individual whom he introduced to 
me as a special courier from the king, bearing a 
message from Johannes to the effect that, as he 
had entirely succeeded in his campaign in Kur- 
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Agne, it was his intention to return immediately. 
It therefore became undesirable that I should 
proceed any farther, but he preferred rather that 
I should return to Serramba to await his arrival 
in that province. 

Bitter was my disgust at this information, and 
I felt sick with disappointment. After the restora- 
ation of an active existence, and the hopes 
entertained of an interesting journey through a 
country of which comparatively nothing was 
known, to return once more to the weary monot- 
ony of life at Serramba, was indeed a melancholy 
prospect. I rebelled — I refused to go back, and 
most positively declined Serramba. I pictured 
to myself my welcome *' home," with grim sar- 
casm, by Barambaras, the renewal of companion- 
ship with my fettered brother-captives, and farther 
vicarious acquaintance with the fiend through 
my fair neighbour. All this offered indeed a 
dismal contrast to my late aspirations, and I 
viciously announced my intention of remaining 
where I was. 

The Betwiddet was overwhelmed with grief, 
and gazed at me with affectionate sympa- 
thy; I think tears stood in his eyes, and I 
am sure I felt them in his voice, which was 
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tremulous with emotion as he condoled with me 
on my distress. " But still/' he said, slowly and 
impressively, "I think you will find yourself 
obliged to return. In the course of duty I shall 
be compelled to retire with my followers, and 
you will be then reduced to remain here unpro- 
tected from robbers and wild beasts; the people 
around will not dare to supply you with food 
without permission ; there will be nobody to load 
the mules, which will stray and be stolen, you 
have no guides to show you the route, and if you 
had, the army returning would plunder you be- 
fore you reached the king ; therefore, I counsel 
return, it will not be for very long." 

I saw my fate was sealed, and, when I passed 
in review several suspicious circumstances, com- 
bined with the absence during the last few days 
of any desire to press forward, the sad conviction 
began to force itself into my mind that the entire 
journey had been a ruse to amuse me, and that 
the sly old fox had a perfect understanding with 
Barambaras, and had all along known that 
I was merely out for an airing. 

Gradual humiliating submission was inevitable. 
I made a stand, however, for a change of 
quarters from Serramba to Chelga; this was 



14 A VISIT TQ ABYSSINIA. 

guaranteed, and the eventful day terminated by 
the mules' heads being turned once more in the 
direction of Barambaras' territory. 

At twelve o'clock I mounted my animal, and, 
fsad and dispirited, pursued the northerly course 
we were now taking. In about two hours' time 
the old gentleman pulled up and slyly pointing 
out a winding stream, in which several small 
flocks of wild fowl were disporting themselves, 
asked me if I should object to remain here 
during the remainder of the day. Of course I 
acquiesced, and after an excellent afternoon's 
sport I recovered a little my equanimity and 
politeness so far as to oifer a couple of fine ducks 
to my host, who, however, declined them on 
account of religious scruples, not feeling quite 
sure that Moses approved of wild duck. Obser- 
vers of the Mosaical restrictions on food, and 
having only traditional authority and but small 
immediate means of reference, Abyssinians are a 
little uncertain as to what they may and may 
not eat. 

Bizat Bey was obviously in no hurry, neither 
most certainly was I, and nothing would have 
suited me better than to have led a vagrant life 
sporting about the plains of Dembea, until the 
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arrival of Johannes. So on the next day, 
having recrossed the Mogetsch at a spot higher 
up, we remained a mile and a half distant from 
the market-place of Dembea encamped for that 
and the succeeding day, sport being abundant. 

Two trees, separated by an interval of twenty 
yards, were chosen as affording a welcome 
shelter from the noonday sun, for, although the 
nights were cold, the heat which commenced 
about ten a.m. became in the middle of the day 
very great. I and my household took possession 
of one tree ; the other was utilized by the Bet- 
widdet and a few favourite followers, the 
remainder of the soldiery who accompanied him 
grouping themselves around in knots of six or 
seven. The ground in front of us sloped down 
gradually to a stream, which was, however, in- 
visible at this spot, high banks enclosing its 
water. A neat village, surrounded, as is the 
custom in these districts, by a high reed fence, 
stood about three hundred yards distant, and to 
our right and front a long level extended, 
reaching to the lake, which was hidden by un- 
dulations of the country from the point we 
occupied. Ranges of hills ran at half a mile's 
distance on our left hand, and towards these the 
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stream inclined in a winding, erratic course. 
Villagers were busy washing their linen at a ford 
which was directly opposite, and carrjring home 
the water necessary for domestic purposes, and 
the household cats thought us sufficiently near to 
be visited. 

My host was a wonderful man to travel with^ 
not understanding a word of any language but 
his own, there was always cheerfulness in his 
companionship, and his smiles and shrugs were 
masterpieces of international conversation. Ready 
at all times to talk and drink, it was impossible 
to feel dull with him. From native beer to 
absinthe unworthy prejudice was discarded. I 
found him equally expert with all beveriages, 
and a thirst so prodigious I have never seen 
developed. 

Wild duck were very numerous and absurdly 
tame, and I found it requisite to throw up my 
arms in order to make them rise, a course of 
conduct indignantly repudiated by the native 
accompanying rae, whose views of a stealthy 
family shot were thereby upset. 

I followed the course of the river towards the 
mountains, and, entering a narrow gorge through 
which it ran, found its many bends and curves 
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extremely pretty, but nothing larger than gazelle 
crossed my path in the shape of sport. For a 
considerable distance an admiring crowd from 
the village accompanied me, whom I found 
terribly in the way, but they were always good, 
humoured and respectful. 

In the evening, when preparing for dinner 
about six o'clock, I discovered that the corks of 
the wine-bottles had fallen out as usual during 
the route, a misfortune which occurred so con- 
stantly as to suggest uneasy suspicions of human 
agency in their removal ; and, as the case in 
which they were contained was perfectly dry, I 
became confirmed in a previous idea that, on the 
many occasions when I had missed the mule 
bearing the fluids on the march, he had been 
drawn aside and the contents quietly appropri- 
ated by the native drivers. 

Consoling myself with water from the adja- 
cent stream, I had disposed of a very excellent 
wild duck, and was busily employed with a 
cigarette when I saw three persons, two males 
and one female, approaching my tree, who, 
prophetic instinct warned me at once, were 
itinerant minstrels, and, not wishing to undergo 
the torture, I waved them off. They were not, 

VOL. n. c 
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however, to be denied, and, sitting down, 
launched out into an endlesd effusion of an 
apparently extempore description. It was divid- 
ed into three cantos : the first in honour of the 
Betwiddet, the second in praise of the Governor- 
General of the Soudan, the third devoted to 
myself. It is needless to say that absence of 
knowledge of the individual eulogized is no bar 
to fluency of song, and every heroic achievement 
was now attributed in turn to the selected 
object. Daring in war and sage in council, he 
was eventually led through a series of amatory 
successes most flattering to his vanity and endur- 
ance, and more particular in detail than 
delicate in imagery. 

When the minstrelsy was ended, the dance 
began, and the lady, who must have seen full 
.fifty summers, and was dreadfully thin, com- 
menced a saltatory performance of a nature 
springy, and certainly not prudish — a corrobora- 
tion of the fact that modesty is of no special age 
or nation. I bestowed fitting recompense, and, 
taking a small revenge on the Christians who 
had been so fanatically anxious with reference 
to my soul's welfare from my non-observance of 
Lenten fasts, I informed them that such indeli- 
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cate exhibitions, at all times distasteful to me, 
were still more so when enacted during a season 
of religious solemnity by a lady of so few charms 
and an age so advanced. My objections, how- 
ever, did not extend to Ahmed and my domes- 
tics, who enjoyed a most festive time, and re- 
mained enchanted listeners to melody until an 
early hour in the morning. 

Throughout the plains of Dembea small ante- 
lope, wild duck, guinea-fowl, and hares were 
abundant; but I searched in vain for larger 
game, and the prevalence of villages in this dis- 
trict is, I suspect, unfavourable to the shyer and 
more wary animals. 

On the following afternoon I saw at some dis- 
tance a tall bird, which I at first supposed to be 
an ostrich ; the district I was traversing was, 
however, out of their ordinary track, and the 
plumage seemed to me unusually brilliant. I 
could not, unfortunately, approach it sufficiently 
near to determine its identity. It uttered a 
drawn-out, plaintive cry, resembling that of a 
•child, and was named the " Amoora." 

At Shimbazar, a village we passed through, a 
special bread peculiar to that place, and formed 
in a crumpet-like shape, is made, which I found 

o2 
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delicious ; it is noted amongst Abyssinians, and 
much esteemed. . 

When the day broke, I mournfully commenced 
preparations for the march, for it was my last 
day with Bizat Bey, and on the next I should 
have to pass over once more into the hands of 
the border chief, whose followers I found as 
ungenial as their master. However, we started 
gaily, and ascending a small hill range to our right, 
the Betwiddet informed me it was his intention 
to exhibit to my inspection the crack mule of 
that side of Dembea. 

When we reached the village in which the 
proud animal resided, a temporary halt was 
made, and, of course, refreshment produced. 
The worthy gentleman's habits had become well 
known to me, and I verily believe that mention 
of the mule had been made as an excuse for a 
short stage and a halt. However, he was pro- 
duced, and proved to be of an unusual colour, 
dark grey, went, as I thought, slightly lame, but 
was possessed of size and undoubted speed ; the 
price asked was one hundred dollars. I had no 
desire to become the purchaser, but I saw that 
my dragoman had, and he was allowed a trial 
ride, consulting me subsequently as to the beast's 
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merits. My mind was quite made up that the 
creature was lame, although it was less percep- 
tible in action, and Ahmed eventually came to 
the same conclusion. I am sorry to say that I 
fear a horse-dealing transaction of a sharp sort 
had been prepared for soft foreigners, and my 
friend the Betwiddet never allowed me to forget 
that '* he was poor, very poor." 

We then descended once more into the mar- 
ket-plain, and, after crossing this, took a sharp 
curve to the right through a narrow mountain 
pass, emerging from which, we entered some 
wooded tracts, with a pretty winding stream, 
near which we made dispositions for the evening. 
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CHAPTER II. 

llnpleaHunt Proposition — ^Wiles — Chelga — ^Ahmed's Faith — 
Horrago— Borramba again — Barambaras, the Christian 
-"Trouble in Dagossa. 

WHEN 1 arrived at the boundaries of Dem- 
bea I once more passed into the charge 
of Bararnbaras. I was, unfortunately, deprived 
of the chance of saying farewell to the Betwid- 
dot, as he went away at daybreak, pleading 
ill-health; but, I strongly suspect, in order to 
avoid giving any guarantee as to my future. 
Neither Barambaras nor his vakeel appeared, 
in fact, no responsible agent, and the escort 
consisted of not more than thirty men, prov- 
ing how little real had been the fear for 
my safety previously urged on me. Of course, 
on asking the man in charge what destina- 
tion was proposed for me, he answered Ser- 
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ramba. And on my informing him that I 
should not accompany him thither, he pray- 
ed me not to get him into trouble by refus- 
ing to do so, stating that he had no authority 
to act in any other manner. 

This conduct, after the promise made me, 
rendered me once more indignant, and, seeing 
that I intended resistance, at a corner of the 
road Barambaras's deputy suddenly made his 
appearance. Daiossa Alulu, the chief of the 
market at Chelga, was one of the most pre- 
possessing of Barambaras's followers, and, al- 
though as crafty and deceitful as all of his 
race, I greeted his appearance with pleasure, 
and acquainted him with my resolve. 

Owing to disturbances — of which he gave 
me an account — in the adjacent provinces of 
Dagossa and Kwara, neither Barambaras nor 
his head officer, who were busy preparing to 
set out in that direction to quell them, were 
able to meet me, and the chief trusted that, 
in consideration of these circumstances and the 
danger of my remaining alone at Chelga, I 
should see the advisability of inhabiting Ser- 
ramba, adding as a temptation that my old 
quarters had been already prepared for me. 
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Daiossa Alulu realized right well that by 
this time the ordinary route to Chelga was 
thoroughly known to me, so now, like a cun- 
ning Ethiopian, he devised a crafty change of 
road by which, crossing the hills suddenly, 
we should alter our direction, and, passing be- 
hind Chelga, avoid the town and market-place 
altogether, trusting to the absence of recogniz- 
ed landmarks to throw me off the scent, and 
thus arrive at Serramba before I was prepared 
to find myself there, when I should be more 
easily persuaded to yield, and, possibly, dis- 
inclined to turn back or journey further. The 
better also to effect this purpose he secured 
the co-operation of the Abyssinian linguist (al- 
ways a traitor to me), and the wily ones pre- 
pared for victory. 

But I became almost immediately fully aware 
of the scheme, and a pocket-compass reveale(J 
the whole iniquity; when, therefore, the lead- 
ing man commenced a turn which I knew led 
away from Chelga I at once sent him back, 
and, to the delight of my domestics and the 
chagrin of Daiossa, led the way myself to the 
town. 

In a sheltered nook at the foot of some 
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hills, with a stream bubbling about fifty 
yards from my camp-fire, I halted the escort 
that night myself. With but thirty Abyssinians, 
and no recognized head, I knew very well 
that I was the master of the situation, and 
intended to do as I pleased. I made my 
own servants unload and tether the mules, 
regardless of the protests of Daiossa Alulu and 
the naked warriors of Serramba, who, offering 
no sort of assistance, danced around with 
threats, jeers, and remonstrances; whilst as 
a farther reproach Daiossa sat down on a big 
stone and wept aloud. 

Seeing, however, that I remained unmoved, 
no actual opposition was thrown in my way, and 
when at length I was obviously about to com- 
pose myself for the night, the market-chief once 
more tried the effect of intimidation. He re- 
ported that a roving band of the revolu- 
tionists of Dagossa had penetrated this pro- 
vince, and but the day before menaced Chelga ; 
should they become acquainted with my stay in 
the neighbourhood, they would undoubtedly 
fall upon my party during the night and carry 
me off, either with a view to producing political 
comphcations or of demanding a heavy ran- 
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8om for my release. Accordingly, to give 
additional force to his arguments, the men 
commenced ostentatiously examining and prioi' 
ing their weapons, and I was requested, if I 
intended to remain obstinately and in de- 
fiance of reason where I was, also to make 
ready my own arms and pass a watchful 
night. 

This was, however, such a childish ruse to 
alarm me that I continued indifferent to it, 
and contented myself by pointing out that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent village were obvi- 
ously in a condition of ease of mind and absence 
of alarm certainly not characteristic of such 
imminent peril; and, when he rejoined that 
they had all retired into their houses and barri- 
caded the entrances, I replied that I did not 
believe it. 

After this, in a rage, he mounted his horse 
and galloped off in the dark, taking the direc- 
tion of Serramba. My servants behaved well 
throughout, and indeed seemed from the first 
to have penetrated the swaggering, terrorising 
nature of the Abyssinian ; they met jeer with 
jeer, and proceeded calmly about their ordi- 
nary avocations. 
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Ahmed's tranquillity of mind was undoubtedly 
disturbed, and he conveyed to me the impor- 
tant intelligence that his weapons were at full 
oock^ and that, should a struggle arise, he 
should fight to the death. But his tone was 
sullen and his countenance pasty, and he has- 
tened to add that he for one had always thought 
Serramba a most happy spot. I saw that the 
imaginary risks of the wily Daiossa had had 
their due effect, and that at least one convert 
to the advisability of revisiting the mount had 
been gained. 

Much amusement had been afforded me lately 
by witnessing the dawning of Christian truth 
upon the convictions of the undecided Mussul- 
man. It was a conversion the more startling 
as it was effected without argument or theo- 
logical controversy, and resulted entirely, as it 
would seem, from too great an exposure to an 
atmosphere and armed populace fanatically 
Christian. There was no doubt this assump- 
tion had obtained him a certain amount of 
amiability from the Habesh on the route, 
whilst the keenest, though disguised contempt 
awaited him from my domestics, staunch 
Mahomedans. His happiest moments on the 
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trip to Dembea were passed, when, surrounded 
by about twenty of the escort, he sat cross- 
legged in their midst, cigarette in hand, and, 
with a countenance composed to condescending 
affability, in sonorous tones relieved their ig- 
norance in a complicated language compounded 
of Arabic and a few words of Abyssinian. 

The attention he received was indeed greatly 
owing to their want of comprehension of his 
powerfully-delivered sentences; but it flattered 
his vanity, and, having on many occasions ex- 
plained to them that but two steps existed 
between the grades of Effendi and Pacha, he 
shortly received brevet rank, and was usually 
addressed as Ahmed Pacha. 

When the morning broke, the night having 
passed without the least disturbance, Daiossa 
Alulu returned, accompanied by another mes- 
senger from Barambaras, giving me authority 
to select any village I might desire for my 
residence, and indicating Serrago, about equi- 
distant from Chelga and Serramba, as a suit- 
able district. I acquiesced, and we all shortly 
moved off with the view of inspecting 
Serrago. 

It was about an hour and a half later when 
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the village proposed was reached. As we halt- 
ed, it faced our position, and I could see it con- 
sisted of a dozen miserable houses, situated on 
the side of a hill overlooking a narrow valley 
and the chain of down on which we were 
marching. A small stream ran across our path, 
trickling into the valley below, through which 
it wound in an attenuated course, and there 
were a few trees in the vicinity of the village ; 
but its general aspect was not inviting, and it 
had no doubt been selected on that account. 
However, I determined to try a closer inspec- 
tion, and with that object was once more getting 
under weigh, when Daiossa in respectful accents 
requested me to receive a preparatory communi- 
cation from his master to this effect : " I was 
now about to dwell at Serrago at my own risk, 
therefore it would be necessary that the presents 
for the king should be taken charge of in a place 
of safety, viz., Serramba. This I could not possi- 
bly object to ; the purveyance of food from the 
market, the carrying of wood and water for my 
household, must be arranged by myself; the 
present tenants of the houses would be then 
turned out, and I could enter on possession." 
It was abundantly clear to me that life under 
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sucb conditions would be made unnecessarily 
burdensome to all ; moreover, the Mahomedan 
men in my service would soon become discon- 
tented at being called upon to do work which 
native males considered beneath the dignity of a 
man ; and as it was obvious the silent vote of all 
was passed for Serramba, I ceased resistance, 
and set the example of submission by leading 
the way without another word. But when I 
descended the foot-track leading to the fortress, 
and resumed the opposite ascent, not even the 
clumsy antics of Ahmed slipping about, and en- 
gaged in frantic efforts to regulate the move- 
ments of two unruly feet, could relieve my dis- 
gust and sadness. Happily, no parade and no 
pipers awaited us, and we, as it were, sneaked 
back into our old quarters without a \Yelcome. 

Barambaras was waiting to receive me, and 
passing through the village, which, to my sur- 
prise, I found deserted, I walked towards his 
house, observing on the road a strange air of 
silence and desolation. He greeted me with 
much apparent cordiality, informed me that he 
had heard all that I had said about Serramba 
and himself, that he forgave me, was sorry that 
I had been turned back, and yet more sorry 
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that I had not possessed sutScient Christian 
charity to separate Barambaras, in his character 
of enforced gaoler, from Barambaras a well- 
wishing fellow-believer. He then launched out 
into a half-hour's harangue on his own sacrifice 
of inclination to duty, telling me in how poor a 
house he dwelt at Serramba, remaining there prin- 
cipally for my safety, and how essential it was that 
servants of Government should have no personal 
wishes or desires. I replied that ray wish was 
to get forward, that, if forced to remain, the re- 
strictions on my freedom were absurd. On this 
he informed me that in future I was at libertv 
to go where I pleased in moderation. 

A considerable time was then occupied in a 
sketch which he gave me of the events hap- 
pening around, which, he said, compelled his 
absence, possibly for a lengthened period. 
The Governor of Dagossa (the next province), 
by name Indashaou, had found it impossible to 
raise the tribute due from his department, and, 
discontented at the prospect of probable super- 
session, had sided with the people, who were 
rebelling at the weight of the taxation imposed 
on them, and they were now jointly in open 
revolt. 
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He, Barambaras, would be almost immedi- 
ately oh the march to meet them with various 
troops collected from this and the adjacent 
provinces of Dembea, aided also by a contri- 
bution of warriors from Gondar. With the 
force at his disposal, he had no doubt that a 
termination would be put to the insurrection, 
and peace again enforced. 

I asked if it was his intention to remove his 
household from Serramba. Never very com- 
municative on similar matters, he stated that 
all had been . arranged, and that no interfer- 
ence would take place in the supply of bread, 
&c., to my servants. 

Wishing the warrior good evening, I de- 
parted with the purpose of re-arranging my 
mansion, which I found exactly as I had left it, 
even to old fragments of Truth and the World 
lying about, and I really began to fancy that 
possibly months of my life might have to be 
passed in Serramba. 
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CHAPTER III. 

My Second Captivity — Revolt of Indashaou — His Flight — 
Eoyal Movements — First Rains — Storm — ^Palm Sun- 
day — Festivity and Quarrels — Mahomed the Irrepres- 
sible — ^Early Morning Service — Cogitations. 

AN account of my second detention would be 
tedious and uninteresting. There arose 
but few incidents to mark the passage of un- 
eventful days; the beauty of the scenery had 
lost much of its charm, and a short afternoon 
walk on my usual exercising-ground was nearly 
my only recreation. I had of course found the 
promises of future liberty to be moonshine, and 
although I myself discovered a way off the hill, 
unguarded by sentries on account of its appar- 
ent impassability, it was so steep to descend, and 
so fatiguing to re-ascend, that I did not often 
make use of it. 

VOL. II. D 
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I was now the monarch of Serramba in the 
absence of its hereditary chief, and when, 
shortly afterwards, a report reached the small 
garrison that we were to be attacked by one 
of the Governor's many foes, it was somewhat 
amusing that I was looked up to, in case of 
such an event, to organise means of resisting it, 
and defend his wife and domestic belongings, 
thus becoming the protector of my own 
prison. 

I set myself steadily to work to acquire 
Arabic. I held constant conversations with 
members of the garrison, gathering all the 
knowledge I could obtain respecting their 
habits and methods of thought, and daily wrote 
portions of this memoir. My interpreter and 
servants became naturally much demoralised by 
the life, for they possessed no resources, and 
at this time I found that the good faith of all 
towards me had been successfully undermined 
by negotiations with my guardians. Any 
knowledge which could be obtained from me 
was at once communicated to Barambaras by 
the linguists, and my stores and candles were 
parted with to the same gentleman by my 
domestics for benefits and concessions received 
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by them in exchange. My dragoman, on the 
strength of friendship with my host, became at 
times openly impertinent and insubordinate. 
This conduct had, however, the effect of putting 
me fully upon my guard, and I determined to 
trust no one. 

News of the " Key of the Frontier's " proceed- 
ings reached me from time to time. The force 
at his disposal amounted to four thousand men ; 
this included those from Chelga, Dembea, and 
•Gondar. Now considerable levies had been 
previously drawn from all these sources to ac- 
company the King Johannes in his expedition 
to the Southern Gallas, and I heard that those 
that remained to be taken included many old 
and infirm men. There was no doubt much 
discontent existing in the country, and the spec- 
tacle of a governor aiding and abetting his sub- 
jects to insurrection was no extraordinary one. 
Indashaou, however, did not, it appeared, await 
our chiefs arrival, but, with a band of a chosen 
few, fled before him. On this Barambaras made 
his head-quarters at Bamba, the principal town 
of Dagossa, and sent out scouts to ascertain the 
direction of the fugitive's movements. This was 
at first a north-westerly one, through the adja- 
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cent province of Kwara, towards the Soudao 
frontier, and " the Key " set off in p.ursuit with 
three thousand men, the ex-Governor of Dagossa 
being accompanied by about three hundreds 
However, a rapidly-executed counter-march to 
the rear forced Barambaras to perform a move- 
ment of a similar nature, and at last Indashaou, 
hunted fairly down, took refuge in a small island 
in the celebrated lake, and here he bid defiance 
to his pursuers. 

On his return from this expedition, Baram- 
baras gave a great banquet to the warriors of 
Ohelga on a plain a short distance from this 
height. I witnessed it from the eastern end ; it 
varied from the previous entertainment I have 
described only in the number of oxen slain and 
the quantity of wine consumed. The deeds of 
valour performed were diily celebrated by itin- 
erant minstrels, and verses, in which Barambaras 
figured as a mighty hero, were sung, and his 
praises abundantly sounded. 

Frequent rumours reached me regarding the 
movements of Johannes, but I had learned to 
mistrust everything told me. At one time the 
king had left Kur-agu6, would be shortly at 
Debra Tabor, and had already announced his 
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intention of seeing me there ; at another Ras 
Areya had been sent forward by him with full 
powers to deal with and dispose of my mission. 
As this latter report was known to be specially 
-distasteful to me, it was frequently revived. At 
length it was placed beyond doubt that a great 
number of oxen and a large quantity of wine had 
been ordered for a grand feast to be held at De- 
bra Tabor in honour of the arrival of the van- 
guard of the returning army, and the king was 
expected in that town on the 13th. I instantly 
wrote a letter, in which I requested leave to 
come forward to Debra Tabor at once, and sent it 
through my guardian, with a polite message to 
him at his encampment on the plain. I may as 
well mention that, when I subsequently inquired 
of him whether he had forwarded the missive, 
he returned the answer that he had not thought 
it necessary to do so ; but as I was at the same 
time informed that in about eight days I was to 
leave for Debra Tabor, I was mollified, and 
made no farther remark. 

The fates had, however, ordained that I was 
not to leave my mountain dwelling without a 
touch of final misery, and on the 11th of March 
the fleecy clouds, which had for some days past 
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appeared in a hitherto brilliant sky, on this 
morning commenced clustering together, and 
gathered in extent and density, rapidly increas- 
ing in volume during the afternoon, until they 
thickened into heavy black masses. At an early 
hour they obscured the ordinary light. This^ 
was the presage of the early rains, the first few 
pattering drops of which shortly began to fall. 
As evening drew on, grand crashes of thunder 
rolled up the chasm at my feet, followed by fit- 
ful gusts of wind, which rapidly accumulating 
strength and steadiness, and eagerly escaping 
from a narrow channel encountered in their 
passage, burst into force and fury in the broader 
hollows beneath, and whirled along dense clouds 
of dust, insects, and leaves with a wild rush 
across our mountain, sweeping it with mighty 
power. 

The village lay happily in a slight hollow, but 
my doorway faced the valley, consequently 
volumes of dust filled my room, whilst the only 
means by which I could keep the blankets on 
my bed consisted in lying on them. My house 
swayed to and fro, and at last the wind, getting 
under the eaves, began to move the heavy roof, 
whilst the main supports cracked audibly. As I 
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did not wish to be buried at Serramba I quitted 
its shelter, and continued constantly walking 
about under the lee of my dwelling, trusting to 
the termination of the gale to repair damages, 
for the thatch was flying in all directions. 

Ahmed's dwelling and my kitchen went early 
in the night, and the village was a heavy sufferer. 
At six a.m. the violence of the storm abated, 
and my abode was spared the destruction which 
I had certainly at one time considered inevitable. 
A repetition of this rough and boisterous weather 
occurred the following evening and night, and 
strong winds prevailed for the whole of the 
ensuing month. 

On the evening of the thirteenth a troupe of 
small boys, with a few of larger growth, pa- 
raded the village, bearing in their hands long 
straight wands, about seven feet in length. With 
these they surrounded the various houses, paying 
especial attention to those most likely to respond 
favourably, beating the ground around them, as 
well as their exterior, until quieted by a bestowal 
of alms. I of course presented a fair mark, and 
found that, in a manner not entirely unparal- 
leled in this country, one lot of youthful appli- 
cants retired when a douceur had been presented, 
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only to allow another lot to appear after a decent 
interval had elapsed. 

This custom was a celebration of the termina- 
tion of Lent, and on the fourteenth, Palm 
Sunday, a grand procession of the priests and 
their fraternity in full canonicals ushered in the 
day. They were gorgeous after the fashion of 
the Greek Church, and were attired in all the 
finery collected from the religious buildings in 
the neighbourhood. The procession at a slight 
distance had a picturesque appearance, being 
gay with many-coloured garments and much 
gold embroidery; but, on a near inspection, I 
found the mauve and scarlet to be very faded, 
and the lace sadly tarnished, as they had doubt- 
less served many years. 

A priest of venerable exterior, surmounted by 
a towering white turban, headed the ceremonial 
march, carrying a very complicated and imposing 
gilt brass crozier ; he was followed by boys with 
hand-bells, whilst others were in possession of 
instruments constructed of brass, with wires on 
which were strung coins of the same metal ; these 
they rattled to and fro with a jingling, unmusical 
effect. Others there were who accompanied the 
procession armed with bundles of long reeds and 
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palm-leaves, which they cast about in the road, 
and distributed to the bystanders, expecting, 
however, to be rewarded for these symbols of 
the sacred ceremony. The whole was a celebra- 
tion of Palm Sunday, the day following which is 
given up to revelry, and on the morrow, the 
fifteenth, the great occasion arrived. I offered a 
congratulatory visit to Bararabaras, who, how- 
ever, declined it, remarking that as we had 
business to transact on the following day that 
would suffice. The "Key of the Frontier" 
rarely erred from excess of politeness, and had 
never once condescended to visit me in my own 
dwelling. 

The day, however, brought its own sources 
of excitement, independently of my host, and 
the indiscriminate flow of wine produced much 
preliminary hilarity, followed by subsequent 
quarrelsomeness amongst the Abyssinian sol- 
diery quartered on the hill. They collected in 
brawling, jabbering knots around my house, 
many of them, in drunken facetiousness, forc- 
ing themselves within the doorway, and be- 
coming insulting when ejected. It happened, 
unfortunately, that my servants, also tinged 
with festivity, had arrived at a condition when 
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waxlike feeling assumes the ascendancy, and re-^ 
ligious and national differences fire the blood. 
Aiding in the expulsion of the intruders on their 
master's domicile, it was with difficulty that I 
restrained them from violent retaliation, and 
Mahomed, with injudicious severity, punished 
several with a whip. 

In five minutes more there was a row, and I 
rushed out to find Mahomed in the grasp of a 
colossal native, who had already drawn his 
sword, and threatened to shorten his stature by 
a head. After some trouble, arising principally 
from the extremely combative disposition of my 
domestic, I succeeded in quieting affairs ; but my 
greatest assistance arose from the sudden fall of 
a tremendous hail-storm, so violent as to compel 
all to seek shelter, for missiles the size of mar- 
bles struck those who were exposed with such 
force as to cut the skin. Therefore, giving an 
asylum to some of the more respectable and 
least drunken revellers, I used them in keeping 
at a distance their worst-behaved and more 
troublesome confreres. 

In the night Mahomed's condition had be- 
come one of raving delirium, and the village — 
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long ere this wrapped in heavy slumber, the 
result of potations sustained throughout the 
day — was aroused by his shrieks and yells, which 
lasted for three hours, and formed a complete 
commination service, including, in loudly- 
uttered abuse with strict impartiality, all hia 
superiors or foes; and on this occasion, from 
hidden stores of knowledge, he produced the 
strongest and least admired adjectives in many 
languages. Happily, at length nature placed a 
limit on this development of varied acquire- 
ments, and he relapsed into insensibility; but 
from this period an aberration of intellect was 
clearly visible to all, which had doubtless its 
origin in fever, induced by great sudden change 
of temperature. 

Hardly had the last tones of Mahomed's 
powerful observations died away on the left of 
my house, when from the opposite side, in a 
husky, four-o'clock-in-the-morning sort of voice, 
two holy men commenced an early matutinal 
service, aided by three or four drowsy boys 
intoning responses. A farther entertainment of 
two hours was thus afforded me, and I was 
really, I believe, the only auditor of this re- 
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ligious observance, the natives, for whose salva- 
tion it was performed, being to a man buried in 
drugged repose. 

After many attempts at evasion, I succeeded 
in forcing a visit on Barambaras, who informed 
me that my departure on the morrow depended 
on the advent of a courier from the Betwiddet 
Bizat Bey, who might arrive either this after- 
noon or the next morning. The gentleman was 
himself recovering from a debauch, and was 
quite unfit for conversation, looked dirty, sod- 
dened, and headachy ; and, as the preparations 
for my departure were necessarily dependent 
upon his recovering animation sufficient to give 
orders on the subject, I felt far from san- 
guine respecting my future. Of course, any 
delay in my arrival arising from his- con- 
duct would be attributed in some manner to 
shortcomings on my side; and should I reach 
Debra Tabor too late to interview Johannes, 
owing to fresh inactivity decided on by 
my guardian, the onus of the miscarriage 
would be most certainly shifted to my 
shoulders. 

A certain amount of anxiety also attended me 
on a far difi^erent subject, but one requiring 
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consideration, viz., as to how, when the visit to 
Debra Tabor had had a successful termination, I 
was to quit the country ; for should any consider- 
able detention await me beyond that which had 
already happened, the rains — which had com- 
menced their early slight showers, but which in 
June pour down in vast sheets, and last during 
the three ensuing months — would swell the 
stream of the intervening rivers, especially the 
Atbara, to such volume as to form an effectual 
obstacle to my return to the Soudan. 

I had failed to come to any definite conclu- 
sion respecting my forced return to Serramba. 
It might have arisen from good faith on the 
part of the king, who, finding his bellicose enter- 
prise successfully terminated, desired to save me 
a tedious and dangerous journey through the 
Galla country, and had therefore given orders 
for my further detention in the borderland until 
his arrival ; or it might have been the result of 
misrepresentation, having for its aim the preven- 
tion of my reaching Johannes, for of course it 
was easy to figure my return to Serramba to the 
king in any light which might seem desirable, 
making it appear a determination on my own 
part proceeding from a disinclination to pene- 
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trate a perfectly strange and distant land, or the 
result of indifference, or a breakdown of my 
travelling appliances. It was extremely proba- 
ble that, disgusted with my want of persever- 
ance^ Johannes might consider it better to arrange 
the matter by deputy, and thus I should be de- 
terred from any personal interview. I had not 
been thus long in the land without ascertaining 
that, if there were two voices in the country, the 
utterances of a peace and a war party, the latter 
was in the ascendant, and that the current of 
feeling on the border was all in favour of war, 
expressions of bellicose ardour being freely vent- 
ed in my presence. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ethiopia, Past and Present — Massowah— Harrar and 

Zeylah. 

ABYSSINIA is styled by its inhabitants 
Itiopia, and the monarch adopts as his 
royal designation, " King of the Kings of Itiopia." 
In extent and position, however, the present 
kingdom differs much from the Ethiopia which 
formed so prominent a figure in ancient history, 
that country having consisted of an inaccu- 
rately defined but wide-spreading nationality, in 
which modern Abyssinia, Nubia, and Sennaar 
were included, and extended its influence over 
large districts now possessed by Galla and other 
tribes in the direction of equatorial Africa. The 
inhabitants of Ethiopia are presumed to have been 
of Semitic descent, and of common origin with the 
races of Arabia. They were at an early date 
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involved with the fortunes of Egypt, and about 
1600 B.C. an Ethiopian colony settled in that land. 
In the eighth century B.C. Egypt was successfully 
invaded by them, and a dynasty of Ethiopian 
rulers, who reigned fifty years, was supplied to 
the country of the Pharaohs. Yet more extend- 
ed enterprise was evinced by Tirhakah, who in 
710 B.C., in conjunction with Hezekiah, attacked 
Sennacherib, monarch of Assyria. Cambyses 
subsequently to his devastation of Egypt in 523 
B.C., penetrated the kingdom ; determined resist- 
ance, however, obliged him to retreat, but in 
225 B.C. Ptolemy Euergetes III. attacked it with 
more successful results. 

Meroe, a state which included in its limits 
modern Dongola, and is mentioned by Herodo- 
tus as flourishing 450 B.C., was the advanced 
post of Ethiopian civilization, and extensive re- 
mains still attest former grandeur. Its popu- 
lation became early involved with the races 
inhabiting Northern Africa, and was largely 
recruited by a settlement of two hundred and 
forty thousand Egyptians during the reign of 
Psammeticus, and by the subsequent wholesale 
exodus of the residents of Thebes upon the ap- 
proach of Cambyses, who fled thither, trust- 
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ing to escape his ruthless progress. It was 
attacked by the victorious Persian in 530 
B.C. In 22 A.D. Queen Candace of Meroe 
marched against the Roman settlement at Ele- 
phantine, modern Assouan, but sustained a re- 
pulse, and in the reign of Augustus the kingdom 
was conquered by the Romans. 

As the result of this reverse Meroe seems to 
have suffered echpse, and the power of Ethiopia 
in later days was embodied in the kingdom of 
the AxuraitaB, who in the first and second cen- 
turies A.D. ruled over Abyssinia, Yemen, and 
Saba with absolute dominion in the Red Sea, 
and to whose sovereigns tribute was paid by the 
Byzantine Emperors. 

In 330 A.D. Christianity was preached at 
Axum, to become, after a death struggle, in a 
modified form the national faith of Abyssinia, 
whilst the kingdom of Nubia with Dongola as its 
capital, after undergoing conversion and remain- 
ing Christian until the fourteenth century, submit- 
ted itself in time to the Mahomedan pressure bear- 
ing on it, and became broken up into Mahome- 
dan principalities. In 1822 Ibrahim Pacha in- 
cluded Nubia in the Pachalik of Egypt, a fate 
which awaited by degrees all that portion of 
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ancient Ethiopia not now belonging to the 
modern kingdom of Abyssinia. 

It is difficult to define the limits of a country 
whose constituent parts have undergone such 
great past and even recent changes as those of 
Abysiiiinia, and over whose outlying territory 
jurisdiction is more nominally than really exer- 
cised. Its national history presents an intermin- 
able series of internal dissensions, or of warfare 
upon neighbouring Galla tribes, and the two 
great departments of Tigr^ and Arahara, north 
and south, occasionally united, have been jointly 
represented by one monarch under the national 
designution of " king of the kings of Ethiopia," 
whilst often in fierce antagonism they have 
ranged themselves under rival sovereigns enjoy- 
ing only the minor title of Ras. 

The diminutive kingdom of Shoa in the south- 
eastern extremity, the refuge and seat of gov- 
ernment in troublesome times of the lineal de- 
scendants of the ancient line of Menilek, has by 
turns borne the different relations, towards 
northern Abyssinia of a component province, a 
tributary, and an independent state; it must, 
however, now be included in the general terra 
Abyssinia. 
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Since my visit an arrangement was proposed 
by which the districts of Zeylah and Harrar, a 
portion of the Soudan on the south-east of Abys- 
sinia, should be ceded by the Egyptian Govern- 
ment to King Johannes; on the other hand, 
large tracts on the western and northern sides, 
which once constituted part of Abyssinia, still 
remain in the possession of the former power. 
Ze}'lah and Harrar possess for Abyssinia a strong 
and melancholy historical interest, for Mahomed 
Gran, governor of this district in the sixteenth 
century, ravaged the land and burnt the capital 
Axum, his action, combined with the revolt of 
the Galla tribes, destroying the civilization of 
two thousand years. 

Abyssinia, or Habesh (a term derived from 
the river Hawash surrounding Shoa on the 
southern and eastern sides), may be at present 
broadly described as included between long. 35 
to 40 degrees, and lat. 9 to 15 degrees ; from this 
must be deducted the territory lying between 
lat, 13 to 15 degrees, and long. 35 to 37 degrees, 
which is a portion of the Soudan. 

It is a lofty, highland tract of country, and 
its interior plains attain an elevation of from 
six hundred to seven hundred feet above sea 
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level, whilst its mountain peaks rise in some in- 
stances to fourteen thousand feet. 

The principal rivers, are the Mareb and 
Tecazz6 in the north, the Abai (Blue Nile) and 
Hawash in the south. The Angrab, Mogetsch, 
Reb, Gomara, Bashilo,.. and others are compara- 
tively insignificant in size, gathering volume 
onl}^ after the heavy rains, and the Atbara, Ra- 
had, and Dender, though rising in Abyssinia, now 
complete their courses through alien terri- 
tory. 

On all sides a gradual ascent precedes arrival 
in the kingdom, and on all save the south it is 
bounded by Egyptian power, which on the 
north and west has pushed the boundaries of 
the Soudan far into former Abyssinian territory, 
and on the eastern sides exercises jurisdiction 
over the Danakil and the tribes bordering on 
the Red Sea. The great inland lake of Tzana 
or Dembea is a natural basin or reservoir into 
which the numerous streams pouring from the 
surrounding mountains discharge themselves after 
the autumnal down-falls; it is, however, obvi- 
ously much shrunk in its dimensions from its 
former size. 

The climate is generally healthy, but subject 
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to great daily variations of temperature, and 
deep valleys and low-lying grounds exist in 
which violent malarious fevers are both preva- 
lent and deadly, more especially during the 
later rainy season. 

The country, the population of which may be 
placed at five millions, is divided nominally into 
two portions, and the northern half, Tigr6, is 
separated b}' the river Tecazz6 from the southern, 
Amhara ; they retain different dialects, and the 
latter alone possesses a written character. All 
the ancient national and religious documentary 
records are transcribed in Geez or ancient 
Ethiopian, whilst the Amharic language has been 
since the fourteenth century in general use at 
the court. 

The present spoken dialect, as well as the Geez 
or original tongue, contains undoubted common 
features with Arabic. 

The two portions are subdivided into numer- 
ous smaller districts over which Governors are 
appointed, whilst in southern Amhara there is a 
province similarly named, from which the more 
extensive tract derives its designation. The seat 
of the monarchy has been ordinarily placed at 
Gondar, in Amhara, to which town it was trans- 
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ferred in 1699. This department is by far the 
most picturesque, its lands the most fertile, its 
provinces the fairest, whilst its warriors — especial- 
ly the vaunted horsemen of Lasta — are celebrated 
as the bravest in the kingdom ; and, last but not 
least, superior beauty is claimed for the wo- 
men. 

In Tigr^ the few remaining monuments of 
architectural pretensions exist, and at Axum, the 
capital of the ancient state of the Axumita3 near 
Adowa, there still stands a group of obelisks and 
other ruins, long-enduring witnesses to past civi- 
lization and greatness. 

Any lengthened description of the various 
dynasties and sovereigns who have wielded 
power in Abyssinia would be tedious, having 
been fully described by Bruce and other travel- 
lers. As, however, the works containing them 
may not have been generally read, I append a 
few lines on the past leading features and fluctuat- 
ing fortunes of the rulers of the country. 

In the national records of the kingdom, en- 
titled the Kebir Za Negest, or "glory of the 
kings," the earliest traditions trace a fancied 
descent from Cush, and, after five Pagan dynas- 
ties succeeding Arwa the serpent king, subse- 



NATIONAL KECORDS. 55 

quently proceed to a period boasting an episode 
possibly equally wanting in authenticity, which 
relates that Queen Maqueda of Sheba, having 
heard of the wisdom and glory of Solomon, 
was fired with curiosity to see that potentate. 
Strong in her resolve, and carrying magnificent 
presents, the royal lady set sail from her native 
land, visited Jerusalem, and, after an honour- 
able reception and stay in that city, returned 
highly impressed, in due course presenting her 
subjects with a future ruler and lawgiver in 
the person of a son, Menilek, the result of the 
visit. 

It is needless to state that the Scriptural ac- 
counts are held to corroborate this view of mat- 
ters by the upholders of Abyssinian greatness 
and lengthened descent, whilst it is an undoubt- 
ed fact that at an early date the nation became 
Jewish. 

Menilek ascended the throne 986 B.C. and his 
descendants are maintained to have held the 
sceptre uninterruptedly until 960 a.d., and to have 
adopted the title of Negus, whilst steadily increas- 
ing the power of the kingdom, which in the fourth 
century had extended its conquests into Arabia. 
In the early part of the sixth, Caleb, or Elis- 
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baan, in conjunction with Justinian, confirmed 
these victories and annexed Yemen. After an 
occupation, however, lasting sixty years, the 
Abyssinians were expelled by the Persians and 
driven across the Red Sea, the latter conquering 
in return considerable tracts in African terri- 
tory. 

In the meantime, owing to the energetic 
labours of Frumentius and succeeding prosely- 
tizers, the nation, hitherto Mosaic, had become 
Christian, and in the latter part of the fourth 
century the religion of Christ was nearly general 
throughout the land. A powerful section of the 
Jews had, however, always held aloof from the 
conversion, maintaining their own religion and 
ceremonies under an independent ruler, and in 
960 A.D. Judith, a princess of great beauty and 
intelligence, fired their enthusiasm, surprised 
and massacred the whole of the royal family (it 
must be here mentioned that it was the establish- 
ed custom, in obedience to the dying injunctions 
of Queen Maqueda, to imprison in irons on a 
mountain stronghold, Damo, all members of the 
royal family not immediately in succession to 
the throne, in order to prevent ambitious designs 
on their part, or on that of their partisans), 
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and declared herself empress, in spite of the law 
bequeathed by Queen Maqueda, 'prohibiting fe- 
male succession to royal dignity. She reigned 
forty years, and five generations of her race 
subsequently wielded the government of the 
kingdom, but, on the accession of a distant 
branch of the family, the nation returned to 
Christianity. 

The young king of the direct line, on Judith's 
usurpation, escaped to Shoa, where, surrounded 
by devoted followers, he maintained his court, 
and in 1268 a.d. the rule of the country once 
more passed into the hands of his descendants in 
the person of Icon Amlak. Of this race Amda 
Zion at the beginning of the fourteenth century 
was one of the most able princes, and in 1445 
Zara Jacoob sent ambassadors to the council at 
Florence. 

A Mahomedan invasion in 1500, followed by 
another in 1528, headed by Mahomed Gran,, who 
occupied Amhara, sacked Axum, and reduced 
Negus Daved to subjection, paved the way for 
foreign interference, and in the fifteenth and six- 
teenth centuries Portuguese missionaries gained 
great influence, aiding the Abyssinians in their 
conflicts with their Mussulman foe. As a result, in 
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1600, Peter Paez succeeded in establishing Ro- 
maa Catholicism in the reign of Za Denghel, as 
the national faith, with reference to the pope of 
Rome as highest religious authority. 

Mter much bloodshed and internal civil war, 
they were finally expelled in 1632 a.d. by Fa- 
cilidag. Facilidas reij^ned thirty-three years ; 
hia son was of no historical importance, but Ya- 
sus or Joshua I., the "great," made successful 
war against the Gallas and other tribes, from 
whose invasions the country had long suffered, 
and maintained the national honour until 1700. 
Tecla Haimanout I. followed with a short 
reign of six years. Tiflis, his successor, ruled 
three. 

In 1714, after five years, during which the 
crown was worn by an alien to the ancient line, 
David IV. was proclaimed king, then Bacuffa, 
who died in 1729. Yasus II. commenced 
inauspiciously by being excommunicated by the 
Aboonah (the spiritual head), and having un- 
flortaken an expedition against the king of 
Scniiaar, was defeated. He, however, easily 
ciiished a subsequent rebellion headed by Ras 
Micliael, and in a second campaign against Sen- 
niiar proved successful. In 1753 he was succeed- 
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ed by his son Joas, the offspring of his marriage 
by a Galla woman, and in this reign the rivalry 
and hatred which had so long existed between 
the Abyssinians and the Gallas, and had led to 
constant warfare and bloodshed, culminated in 
open revolt against the sovereign, who had in- 
troduced not only favourites, but also the habits, 
customs, and language of his mother's nation. 
His assassination followed shortly after, andTecla 
Haimanout 11., after the six months' reign of 
Johannes I., mounted the throne in 1768 a 
nominal monarch, all real power being wielded 
by Ras Michael. 

Weldo Selassy succeeded in 1791, and died in 
1816. Sabagardis reigned from 1816 to 1830, 
but from 1778 to 1833 fourteen different rival 
claimants in all disputed, and for a short time 
held, sovereign power. 

In 1847 Ras Ali was sovereign of Amhara, 
Ras Ubi6 of Tigr6, and Sahela Selassy of Shoa. 
The two former were deposed in 1855 by 
Theodorus Lick Kassa, who was crowned at that 
date and once more united all Habesh under his 
sway ; but in consequence of the bombardment 
and capture of Magdala, into which fortress he 
had thrown himself, by the British expedition 
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under Sir R. Napier ia April, 1868, he committed 
suicide, and Prince Kasa of Tigr6, the present 
king, under the title of Johannes IL, was 
placed upon the throne, and having overcome in 
June, 1871, Gobazzie of Amhara, was finally 
crowned at Axum in 1872. 

Shortly after his accession a war in Egypt 
commenced in 1875, and in two engagements the 
Abyssinians were victorious, but in 1876 they 
were defeated and hostilities were relinquished. 
Johannes attacked Menilek, King of Shoa, with 
success in 1877, from which period that kingdom 
has been tributary. 

The country has been, since the possession 
of Massowah by Egypt, entirely shut off from 
the sea-board, and is surrounded on all sides by 
its hereditary foe, a fatal and certain impediment 
to development of commercial instincts if they 
existed; moreover, such insulation produces in 
natural course an exclusiveness and ignorance 
of the habits and customs of other nations, most 
unfavourable to the reception of new ideas or 
to any progress beyond the old conventional 

modes of life. 

Massowah, Souakim, and Zeylah, ports on the 
eastern coast of Africa, were taken by the Turks 
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in 1577. Massowah, an island lying off the coast 
of Abyssinia, was garrisoned by the conquerors 
with four hundred men, who, however, became 
intimate with the natives of the mainland, the 
Habab, intermarried with them, and adopted 
their manners and language, falling by degrees 
under Abyssinian ascendancy. They continued, 
however, to pay tribute to Turkey, their chief 
being by that nation deputed to rule Massowah, 
the adjoining coast, and the town of Arkiko, 
with the title of Naib. 

In the seventeenth century, as Turkish power 
in the Red Sea decayed, the Governor of Mas- 
sowah fell more and more under Abyssinian 
influence, paid tribute to that power, and was 
entitled Bahr Negus, or Sovereign of the Seas, 
Towards the close of the eighteenth century the 
Governor of Yemen and Mecca seized Massowah, 
and reduced the pay of the Naib's retainers, and 
in 1814 it submitted to Mehemet Ali, who ap- 
pointed a Kaimakan. This official repudiated the 
title of Habab to claim revenues from the Porte, 
so he utterly suspended the reduced salaries pre- 
viously paid. A revolt succeeded, and he was 
forced to flee, to be, however, in a few months 
re-established, the Turks retaining Massowah^ 



62 A VISIT TO ABYSSINIA. 

but paying a fixed yearly sum. In 1841 the 
treaty of peace which made Mehemet Pacha 
hereditary viceroy of Egypt ceded these three 
ports of Massowah, Souakira, and Zeylah to that 
Pachalik. ' In Zeylah, Abyssinia would acquire 
what she has so long coveted, an independent 
port, and it would be interesting to note the 
manner in which the concession would be util- 
ized. The present monarch enjoys advantages 
which have been denied to his predecessors for 
centuries, the kingdom is united, and Shoa and 
the surrounding Galla tribes have acknowleged 
his virtual supremacy. A port would aflfbrd him 
free and unfettered communication with European 
countries. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Early Inhabitants — Clothing — Arms — ^Hair Ornamentation 
— ^Marriage Customs — Family Affection — Little Senti- 
ment — ^Domestic Slavery — ^The Year — Soil and Agri- 
culture — Unsettled C ondition — ^Literature — Cattle — 
Villages — Tools — ^Bread, Beer, Wine — General Land- 
scape — ^Roads. 

fTIHE original descent of the nation is conjec- 

-*- tural, tradition, which assigns their moun- 
tainous tracts as the eariy seat of the Cushites, 
differing with generally received history, which 
has decided on placing the son of Ham in Ara- 
bia. The latter country is, however, at its south- 
western extremity divided by but a narrow 
streak of sea from the opposite mainland, and it 
is possible that the immediate descendants of 
Cush may have passed over into Ethiopia. 

The early inhabitants who populated its high- 
lands extended gradually over the neighbouring 
country, eventually becoming persistent and 
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powerful foes to the yet earlier established 
kingdom of Egypt, derived also from the claim- 
ed common progenitor Ham. 

The countenance of the Abyssinian is decided- 
ly of Caucasian type, and differs widely from 
that of the Negro races inhabiting central and 
western Africa, and whilst the complexion varies 
through all shades of colour, from olive to black, 
the latter hue and the broader features occa- 
sionally met with are comparatively exceptional, 
and may be attributed to admixture with alien 
races ; the figure is slighter, and the hair, though 
crisp, is far finer than that distinguishing negro 
Africans. The Abyssinian males possess a fair 
share of good looks, and are more bountifully 
endowed by nature in this respect than the 
females, who are, however, well-shaped and 
lissome, and boast often very beautiful eyes. 
The head is invariably uncovered with both sexes, 
the priesthood excepted, who wear turbans, and 
a hood is adopted in the open air by women of 
the better class. Etiquette demands also that 
the monarch shall be covered in public, but oa 
only one occasion did I observe the royal head 
protected within doors ; when this occurred the 
article worn resembled a white cotton night-cap. 
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The clothes worn by Abyssinians of all classes 
diflfer principally in the quality of the material, 
and but little in style. The main feature of native 
dress is the ** kwarry," which may be described 
as universal ; this is a square of cotton about nine 
feet long by eight feet broad, sometimes entirely 
white, but as often composed of three breadths, 
the central one being red and woven in between 
the outer two. This garment is first placed over 
the back, the right side is then thrown across 
the left shoulder, whilst the left end is caught 
up and passed over the right shoulder; the right 
arm is thus left free for action. It resembles 
much in appearance the toga of the ancient 
Romans. Although I have before remarked the 
ordinary cotton cloth made is of coarse texture, 
finer descriptions are manufactured at Gondar, 
the best being finished with coloured silk bor- 
ders. 

As the natives are unskilful in dyeing, they 
purchase Surat or Turkey red and blue stuffs, 
which they unpick and weave into their own 
materials. Like all eastern and lightly-dressed 
nations, they envelope the centre of the body 
with many folds of thick cotton material, vary- 
ing in volume, but measuring often twenty- 
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five yards in length ; these cummurbunds may be 
said to form a garment in themselves, and are 
relied upon not only as a protection from 
changes of temperature, but also as safeguards 
from swordcuts, and this service they no doubt 
effectually perform against the very indifferent 
weapons in general use. In addition they be- 
come the receptacle for any money or valuables 
in a portable form the property of their wearers. 
Cotton drawers envelope the limbs of the Ha- 
besh, reaching to the knee or extending a foot 
below it, and are tight or loose according to the 
fancy. A more picturesque dress is in vogue 
with the higher classes, which is, however, com- 
paratively rare, This I have fully described in a 
later place as worn by Ras Alulu, and is compos- 
ed of a tunic of fine white material, leaving the 
throat bare and reaching below the knee, pleat- 
ed in the body and bound around the waist by a 
girdle of many folds, usually of coloured silk ; 
long hanging sleeves commencing from the 
shoulder, or in some instances from the elbow, 
and corresponding in colour and material with 
the girdle, complete the dress ; gold ornaments 
adorn the neck and ankles according to taste. 
But it is quite usual to find the man of 
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position clothed in the ordinary loose garment, 
made only of a somewhat finer texture than that 
of the peasant. 

The sword is the only weapon carried by the 
official and better class. The rank and file are 
armed with sword, buckler, and spears ; for, in 
spite of the partial introduction of fire-arms, 
these weapons still remain in the ascendant. All 
rifles are of foreign manufacture, and the diffi- 
culties attending the import of special ammuni- 
tion for them are great, and their varying pat- 
terns hardly yet understood. I found no native 
possessed of a gun in any manner acquainted 
with the use of the back sight, and cartridges 
were made up with an utter disregard to even- 
ness of propelling force. 

The swords of the more pretentious descrip- 
tions are protected by red leathern scabbards 
carrying at the end a small silver ball. They 
vary in shape, and whilst on the western frontier 
they are nearly straight, many worn at the 
court are curved into a complete semi-circle, and 
all arcs of the circle are represented. The very 
curved ones are used principally in the south and 
in the kingdom of Shoa ; in Tigr^, in Begemder, 
and Dembea, blades are sloped back from about 
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two-thirds of the length from the hilt, which is 
composed of horn or rhinoceros hide, in many 
cases ornamented with silver; guards are 
uncommon except in the inferior weapons. The 
sword is suspended from the right hand side, and 
the belt is worn invariably, in the interior of the 
kingdom, around the waist. 

The skins of wild animals are much affected by 
those who can obtain them, covering the shoul- 
ders in much the same manner as that recently 
adopted by ladies in England, and a black 
waterproof cape of tent material of a larger size 
IS sometimes adopted in heavy rain. 

The Mateb, or baptismal cord, is de rtgtieur, 
and worn when nothing else is. It formed the 
only clothing of the young at Serramba, but was 
frequently added to with amulets, sure safe- 
guards against sorcery. Such as possess them 
carry portions of the Scriptures in a wooden- 
bound manuscript book, contained in a leathern 
case, and slung across the shoulders like a pair 
of race- glasses. 

Spears are of several descriptions ; the lighter 
sort for hurling, composed of bamboo, are five 
and a half feet in length, their iron heads meas- 
uring one foot ; the heavier weapons are six and 
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and a half feet long, the heads tueasuriDg two to 
three feet. The heads vary in shape, but are 
usually of the form best known, a diamond of 
which the upper half is prolonged ; the spears 
are all weighted at the butt with a coil of iron 
from three to six inches in length; considerable 
art is exercised in their construction, and they 
are often ingeniously and tastefully made. 

The shields are of hardened hide, and of con- 
vex form ; a strong leathern handle in the interi- 
or aflfbrds the means by which they are grasped, 
and a slight thong passed through two or more 
holes in their outer circumference is used for 
suspending them when not actively employed. 
They are variously ornamented, most usually 
by decorations formed of beaten out Maria 
Theresa dollars, and from fifteen to thirty of 
these coins are expended in adorning the buck- 
lers of those able to afford such extravagance. 

The hair is the portion of the person on which 
the Abyssinian most relies for ornamentation, 
and many and various are the forms in which it 
is displayed. Occasionally it is cut quite close to 
the head, and whiskers are worn completely en- 
circling the face, but rarely reaching the dimen- 
sions of a beard, being clipped short by scissors. 
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Sometimes the hair is short and curly in a man- 
ner affected now and then by boys and young 
ladies in England, but the really fashionable 
manner is to indulge in a multiplicity of partings 
from four to twelve in number, and a large knot 
of the remaining hair is gathered up behind, and 
falls in a club at the back of the neck. The last 
style is the one also most in vogue with ladies, 
but in their case the number of partings from 
back to front is increased, and may reach as 
many as twenty-four, whilst one at right angles 
crossing the forehead allows a fringe to fall for- 
ward and crown, in European fashion, the wear- 
er's face ; the hair is as well elaborately plait- 
ed behind in a bunch. Of course these forms of 
coiffure occupy a considerable time in perfecting, 
but, once finished, they are worn without altera- 
tion for possibly a month, being periodically 
refreshed with large lumps of butter. 

The dress of the women of the peasant class is 
ordinarily a loose white chemise or tunic, sborfc 
in the arms, but reaching below the knee, and 
gathered in or not at the waist, according to the 
wearer's fancy, by a string ; they also very often 
assume the '' kwarry," or male garment. 

It is usual among both sexes to occcasionally 
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wear that garment in such manner as to expose 
the right breast and arm, leaving the latter 
perfectly free, whilst the unbaring of both 
shoulders, holding the garment on the chest, is 
a mark of humility, and is performed in the pre- 
sence of superiors. 

The women are all very fond of such orna- 
ments as fall within their means, but these rare- 
ly exceed strings of fancy beads, worn around 
the arm and neck. 

Slave women have merely a cloth fastened 
about their middle, the ends hanging carelessly 
down about two feet long ; they are otherwise 
without personal concealment. 

The wives of the upper classes wear a long loose 
garment of fine white cotton stuff, in many cases 
of English manufacture, with fancy work of vari- 
ous colours and patterns adorning it, under vest 
of silk, and, in addition to the inevitable blue 
baptismal cord, silver chains and strings of sil- 
ver beads around the neck, to which will be pos- 
sibly suspended a small box containing some po- 
tent charm. Bracelets on the arms, anklets on 
the legs, and elaborate large hair-pins in the 
back hair all form portions of the *• get-up " of 
a lady of fashion ; the shoes (but seldom worn) 
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are usually of red leather, clumsy in construction 
and very much curved back at the toe, in exag- 
gerated similitude to the Turkish custom. 

It will be thus seen that the recent introduc- 
tion of silver ornaments in England has long 
been anticipated by the softer sex in Abyssinia, 
but they are in other respects far behind their 
European sisters in the mysteries of the toilette ; 
and, although they employ means for darkening 
the eyes and pencilling the eyebrows, scent the 
person and stain the. finger and toe nails, their 
unguents for the finishing touches to the hair 
are primitive and sickening. 

Outside the house the lady's charms are con- 
cealed by a large white hood, which falls over 
and below the shoulders. On horseback the 
position adopted is the masculine one, and the 
same small stirrups are employed by women as 
by men. 

I cannot say much in compliment to the clean- 
ly nature of either sex, and I never lived 
amongst any people who did less washing ; this 
indifference extends even to their clothing, and 
it is considered rather "chic" by the higher 
class to appear with a dingy wrapper. Now the 
Mahomedan neighbour, although not given to 
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wholesale ablutions, invariably devotes his face 
and hands to a cleansing process, and his linen is 
ever unexceptionable. 

An ordinary Abyssinian marriage does not re- 
quire the intervention of the church, but is per- 
formed before witnesses. As in other countries, 
the lady's dower is a matter of serious considera- 
tion, and the property which each contracting 
party vouches for must be verified, and becomes 
from the moment of the union of joint owner- 
ship. It is usual to agree upon a fixed period 
at the end of which the, engagement can be re- 
newed or terminated at will, and it is a form of 
covenant which, not taking so high a view of 
matrimonial obligations as our own, is possibly 
more in accordance with fallible and inconstant 
human nature, and removes the painful necessity 
of a Divorce Court with its accompanying sensa- 
tional and thrilling histories. Should there be 
any family on separation, an amicable division 
of the children takes place, the wife appropriat- 
ing the male, the husband the female offspring. 
As there is no disgrace attached to a lady who 
has found a change of partners desirable, so also 
there is no stigma affixed to a child whose par. 
ents may have varied. 
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It is sad to be obliged to state that, little irk- 
some as these easy conditions should prove, na- 
ture does not rise superior to temptation, and 
inconstancy is not unknown ; happily for the 
endurance of these terminable love-bonds, native 
manliness easily forgives feminine weakness, and 
the punishment for detected frailty is a severe 
lecture, and possibly a beating. Morality of the 
highest order should not possibly be sought for 
in this kingdom, where a far lower value is as- 
signed to chastity than in European countries, 
and, whilst a breach of matrimonal promise 
would be highly resented, seduction is adjusted 
by a nominal fine of a few pence. 

Family affection is not fostered by these tem- 
porary unions, and dissension and hatred 
between blood relatives are general, but I 
detected no signs of sentimental weakness 
amongst Abyssinans, either male or female ; 
they are terribly matter of fact, and, beyond the 
natural early love of a mother for her child, it 
may be doubted if much affection exists. The 
loosening of domestic bonds naturally dimin- 
ishes family love, which is greatly the growth of 
propinquity in early life, and the constant separ- 
ation of members of one family when still young 
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causes aa estrangement between them as com- 
plete as that existing amongst those unconnected 
by blood-relationship. 

But little chivalrous feeling enters into the 
relations between the two sexes, and no useless 
waste of time is observed by the male in endea- 
vours to instil by higher moral precept what is 
clearly in his power to enforce by superior 
masculine vigour. There is of course again 
scriptural authority in abundance to authorize 
the assertion of marital ascendancy by the rudest 
form of correction, and there exists apparently 
on the male side no aversion to a recourse to 
such means, and on the female no surprise at its 
exercise. 

Should an irate husband box his helpmate's 
ears, or summarily condense half an hour of pos- 
sible recrimination into a five minutes' audience 
of a thick stick, no high sense of the outraged dig- 
nity of womanhood would strike the victim 
dumb, nor would injured sensibility distil a 
silent flood of anguished tears ; but, if there ap- 
peared a fair chance of no great preponderance 
of power on the male part, the lady would at once 
return the blow. If, however, this course of con- 
duct seemed hopeless, she would pour a heavy 
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load of loud and stinging insults on her chastis- 
ing lord. 

I have before remarked there exists but little 
sentiment in Abyssinia, and possibly in no other 
nation does the male disembarrass himself so 
successfully of the tenderer emotions ; man seems 
to find all his pleasure in the society of those of 
his own sex, undisturbed alike by the poetry of 
reverent love or the prose of sexual passion. 
Life is too primitive to develop luxurious tastes. 

With women of all climes, in all stages of 
social progression, there is a natural desire for 
admiration, and the gentle Abyssinian forms no 
exception to the general rule. Blessed with but 
few of the adventitious aids to coquetry employ- 
ed by her more fortunate European sisters, the 
challenges issued by her to command apprecia- 
tion are necessarily of a somewhat palpable and 
summary order. Sadly enough, no more here 
than in Europe does the acquisition of one law- 
fully constituted admirer prevent the wedded one 
from aspiring to worshipping glances from other 
devotees, and a very liberal use of languishing 
eyes is in general made to command proper atten- 
tion to the merits of their owners, married or 
single. This weakness forces me to acknowledge 
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that flirtation, when indulged in by ladies of 
great natural simplicity and elementary toilettes, 
becomes a somewhat strongly accentuated per- 
formance, and is distinguished by the same 
necessary inferiority which would attach to con- 
flicts waged by wild, undisciplined valour as 
against those conducted by trained tacticians. 
Scientific preliminaries become considerably re- 
duced, great faith is reposed in rapidity of attack, 
the whole force is brought into action at once, 
and but little reliance is placed on reserves. 

In consequence of the allotment of hard 
household tasks to the women, it is one of the 
earliest conditions made by the future bride that 
servants shall be kept in even the humblest 
class, and, as slavery is general through Abys- 
sinia, the severest domestic labours fall upon 
these outcasts, who are, however, not unkindly 
treated. A vast number of these drudges are 
captives resulting from successful campaigns 
amongst the southern Gallas, and it is from 
tribes bordering on the equator also that re- 
cruits are furnished in sufficient quantity to pro- 
vide every family of even moderate pretensions 
with a slave. The monarch derives from the 
sale of the captives much of his revenue, and 
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Abyssinia and Arabia are now the great employ- 
ers of African slave labour. 

The year in Abyssinia is the solar year, and 
consists of twelve months of thirty days, with 
five or six intercalary days. The years for con- 
venience are named after the Evangelists, St. 
John being the bissextile. The same aathorities 
are also used to mark the four quarters of the 
year. Scriptural references are always favoured 
in the kingdom. 

The soil of the land is rich and fertile, but 
agriculture is but little practised or understood. 
Vast herds of cattle form the great occupation 
and wealth of the inhabitants, and grain suffici- 
ent for home consumption, and rough roots to 
satisfy the wants of their beasts, are raised with- 
out any progressive ambition for the farther 
development of the soil. Teff, barley, and 
wheat, cotton, coffee, capsicums, and chilis are 
lazily cultivated, cotton grows apparently wild, 
and the natural resources of so prolific a country 
might, under more favourable circumstances, be 
rendered remunerative and illimitable, but at 
present, owing to habits of restlessness and 
long-established insecurity of possession, apathy 
and indifference to the accumulation of what 
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may never be enjoyed present insuperable 
obstacles to improved and extended hus- 
bandry. 

Again tenure of land is merely traditional, and 
undefended by legal and constitutional forms; 
right, if contested, is hard to establish and main- 
tain, and the existence of this uncertainty alone 
suffices to deter industry and enterprise. There, 
however, exists among the people no desire to 
accumulate wealth by steady labour; they 
are all acquisitive, but it is merely in a lazy, 
importunate form. The expectation and accep- 
tance of donations is a national characteristic, 
but industry and perseverance are not indigen- 
ous, and await the regeneration of Abyssinian 
nature. 

In a land plunged in a chronic state of blood- 
shed and lawlessness for centuries, owing to the 
struggles of conflicting leaders for supremacy, 
and in which every plain has been a battle-field, 
when the universal call to arms at a few days' 
notice is a national law, and the progress of 
the monarch is the signal for the subject to rise 
and accompany him to the field, the husband- 
man becomes merged in the warrior, the slower 
and more laborious duties of domestic life 
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devolve upon the aged and infirm, whilst the 
sturdy and younger members of the community 
follow the more adventurous and congenial 
career of arms. 

The highest ambition of the Habesh is to be 
accounted a redoubtable warrior, excelling in 
martial sports in intervals of peace, undaunted 
and terrible to his foes in time of war ; merciless 
deeds are accounted heroic feats, and disgusting 
trophies gathered from the bodies of his victims 
swell his reputation, and gain him as high a 
place in the estimation of his fellow-soldiers as 
the scalps paraded by the Red Indian succeed in 
securing for him amongst his race. 

From these causes may be traced the general 
indisposition to steady lines of life ; and the con- 
stant inclination on the part of provinces and 
tribes at a distance from the seat of government 
to wage sanguinary feuds amongst themselves, 
or raise the standard of revolt for some discon- 
tented or ambitious enemy to the existing 
sovereign, keep the kingdom in an unsettled and 
feverish condition, highly inconducive to more 
sober pursuits. There is no intermediate class 
between government oflSicials and persons in a 
subservient position, nor is there any resident 



CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY. 81 

landed class without official position. The coun- 
try possesses no literature, nor is any education- 
al test required for the qualification of officials ; 
what learning exists is in the hands of the priest- 
hood, and it is a rare accomplishment for 
officials to have acquired the knowledge of 
reading and writing. 

Books are manuscript, and remain in the 
guardianship of the Monastic Institutions ; the 
most primitive form of printing press is unknown. 
This absence of art and literature applies equally 
of course to all Ethiopia, but as Abyssinia has 
been regarded as a constituted kingdom of 
ancient standing, considerably in advance of the 
several less known nations or tribes inhabiting 
central Africa, it is as well to mention what is 
the present condition of the land. The only 
road to promotion in life leads through the 
bloody scenes of war, and warlike deeds or un- 
scrupulous adherence to a chosen leader offer 
the sole means of preferment. 

As before mentioned, cattle form the peasants' 
chief care ; the flesh is valuable as food, the cows 
give milk, and hides and horns form one of the 
most considerable articles of trade. In addition 
to these uses, taxation or tribute is principally 
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paid in kine, and cattle-rearing and cattle - 
tending are therefore universally practised. 

The villages scattered about the plains, valleys, 
and sides of mountains are assemblages of 
round, thatched houses, which vary in size and 
number from six to thirty dwellings, dreadfully 
dirty, and inhabited indiscriminately by man and 
beast ; sanitary precautions are entirely neglect- 
ed, and heaps of refuse gather around each 
house. At night the various members of the 
family retire to rest, lying in a row on the 
ground, and cover themselves with their wrap- 
pers and occasional dried skins. 

In many instances the dwellings possess separ- 
ate compartments for some favoured individuals, 
just large enough to hold one or two. Straw is 
laid down as bedding by the more luxurious, and 
hides are employed to keep them from the damp 
ground. Bedsteads of a very primitive order, 
constructed by strips of hide interlaced, and 
stretched across wooden supports, are rare, but 
in use by the more thriving ; these, however, are 
usually so rickety and badly made, and fre- 
quently so shrunk by exposure to the sun, that 
they seldom boast four legs of equal length, and 
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it becomes a matter of nice adjustment to balance 
the person on their tottering frames. 

Unless very heavy rains were falling, I found 
it preferable in all cases to repose in the open 
air, to seeking a shelter in these very unpleasant 
dwellings, with the certain attendance of noctur- 
nal swarms of fleas, and the knowledge that I was 
the disturber of the comfort of an entire house- 
hold. 

The drudgery, usually performed by slave-wo- 
men, where these luxuries are not possessed falls 
upon the various female members of the house- 
hold ; it being beneath manly dignity to carry 
wood or water, and to grind corn or knead 
bread ; all the hard laborious domestic tasks de- 
volve on feminine execution. Wood is used for 
cooking and heating purposes, and a fire is 
almost invariably burning in the evening in all 
houses, in the centre of the dwelling. As there 
are no chimneys even of the most primitive kind, 
the smoke is absolutely blinding, and in time the 
roof becomes black with soot, and long hanging 
cobwebs form a conspicuous household decor- 
ation. Much of the wood is odoriferous, and 
gives forth in burning an extremely pleasant 
smell. 

g2 
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So primitive and rare are tools that the 
people are ordinarily indebted to fire for the 
means of securing large branches or trunks of 
trees for fuel, literally burning them around 
the base until they fall. I cannot say that I 
saw many tools, and the most advanced agricul- 
tural implement 1 met with was a plough at 
Mahdera Mariam, drawn by two oxen yoked 
together by a bar of wood. The instrument was 
a pike shod with iron, and weighted with a 
large heavy block of granite ; this turned up the 
soil in a feeble wav, for which moderate success 
it was principally indebted to the rich and 
mouldy nature of the ground. 

Sword-blades and cutlery are made at Gondar 
and Kiratza, in the province of Begamder. The 
cutlery, consisting of razors, scissors, tweezers, 
and needles, are of most inferior manufacture, 
and the Abyssinian with some reason declines 
shaving, and usually cuts his beard short with 
scissors. Beards are the conventional outward 
adornment of the priesthood. 

The ordinary food is bread, and I do not 
think I can better describe its appearance than 
by stating that it resembles a large pancake, a 
foot and a half in diameter, and half an inch 
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thick ; it is of various qualities, and is made of 
teff, barley, or wheat, the finer descriptions being 
of the latter. Teff bread is in most general use, 
and is constantly flavoured with red pepper ; I 
could never, however, learn to like it, and on all 
possible occasions had special wheat bread made 
in a more European-like fashion. Milk and na- 
tive beer (bouza and tulla), made of fermented 
barley and water, are the principal beverages. 
Meat and honey wine (mezze or tedj) are both 
looked upon as luxuries. The bread is carried 
in very neat wicker baskets of many coloured 
patterns, and constructed exactly to hold it, 
twenty to thirty layers being the contents of a 
basket. 

I have not hitherto described how the honey 
wine in general use among the upper classes is 
made, and as I engaged a native servant, Baldo 
Mariam, who was specially skilled in its manu- 
facture, I will now proceed to impart the infor- 
mation. The component proportions vary from 
one of honey to four or eight of .water. I cannot 
recommend the latter strength myself, and never 
made it weaker than one to five. These are 
placed in a jar, and exposed to the rays of the 
sun for one or two days, herbs possessed of a 
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bitter flavour (gesho) being previously added, 
and it is in the quality of these herbs used, and 
the time they are allowed to remain in the wine, 
that the great difference of flavour consists. I 
constantly fancied that the wine offered me was 
not sweet enough, whereas it would of course be 
ordinarily the impression that hydromel must be 
necessarily very sweet. The fluid, if made orig- 
inally strong, is improved by keeping, and will 
remain good for months; it ought not in any 
case to be consumed in less than a week after its 
manufacture. 

The quantities drunk by natives struck me as 
prodigious. It affects the head, and occasions 
stupefaction, but the exhilaration produced by 
lighter grape-made wines is wanting, and quarrel- 
someness and stupidity are the usual sequences 
of over-indulgence ; that it can produce nausea 
and headache I am prepared to vouch. 

The Abyssinian is very convivial by disposition, 
and passionately attached to intoxicating bever- 
ages. I found that nothing came amiss, and a 
present of claret, cura9oa, or absinthe, would 
cause the recipient at once to indulge in the 
most lavish outbursts of gratitude ; my hand was 
promptly seized between his two and conveyed 
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to his lips with abundant expressions of pleas- 
ure and servility. 

Villages are not by any means confined to the 
plains, but are frequently planted about the 
mountain side, in many instances at great height, 
and in the most awkward and dangerous-looking 
situations. The mountains themselves are occa- 
sionally richly covered, but are generally rather 
bare and bleak-looking, and grey in colour, con- 
veying, after a short acquaintance with them, 
an unsatisfied and hungry longing for the deep 
and velvety verdure of dense forest-clad scenery. 
A cold tone too frequently prevails in Abyssinian 
landscape save in the valleys, and the hillside 
lacks pinks and purples, and warmth and depth 
of shade and colour ; this is, in a great measure, 
due to the arid condition of the grass, withered 
and yellow by long absence of rain, and by 
the glare of fierce and scorching suns. 

During the autumnal season, the herbage 
rapidly assumes a fresher hue, torrents innumer- 
able rush foaming along their rocky causeways, 
and everywhere abundance of water swells the 
streams and fertilises the adjacent lands. .On 
the other hand, after a lengthened period of dry 
weather, the rivers of Abyssinia dwindle into 
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comparatively insignificant brooks connecting 
occasional standing pools of stagnant water, 
green with unwholesome verdure; to these, 
however, the neighbouring inhabitants are com- 
pelled to resort for water, and, as any sort of 
filtering process is unknown, rauc^ sickness 
results. 

Sycamores, cedars, palms, huge cacti, occasion- 
ally growing in masses, and graceful feathery 
Girar and Kusso-trees adorn the landscape with 
their waving shapes, whilst an abundant growth 
of mimosas, acacias, and shrubs of varied sorts 
forms a deeper background; creepers are many 
and carry a pretty red and pink blossom. Hon- 
eysuckle and wild conyolvuli in luxurious masses 
twine round supporting trees and bushes, and 
grow about the ground. The Khumqual (eu- 
phorbia) consists of a cedar-like trunk ten to 
twenty feet in height, with about thirty colossal 
cucumber-like arms diverging from its top. I 
could not avoid comparing it in my mind with a 
many-bladed penknife. 

The shrubs, especially the shura-bacqua, with 
a bamboo-like stem, are often very pretty ; its 
complicated clusters of vegetable tubes are most 
delicately formed, and, themselves brightly green, 
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spring from smaller branches of a deep brown 
colour ; it bears neither leaves nor flowers. The 
tingueet has a pretty yellow blossom, is very 
abundant, and highly perfumed, and an unusual 
favourite with the busy bee. Bamboos do not 
attain great size and strength in this country, but 
Sive very extensively employed, and compose the 
handles of their spears, long walking-sticks, fans, 
umbrellas, and the internal decorations of their 
houses. 

Eoads do not exist in the European sense, 
and the highways are only distinguishable by the 
increased indentations of mule and horse-hoof 
marks. There are neither carts nor carriages in 
the country, nor indeed any method of locomo- 
tion more luxurious than walking or riding. 
Bridges are most rare, and rivers have to be 
forded or swum even by womankind. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Quit Serramba — ^My Followers — ^Barambaras's Amenities 
— His Friend from Semyen — ^Wanted an Umbrella — 
Rain — Daiossa Alulu's Domains — My Lodgings — ^Bar- 
ambaras is Pleasant — Farewell to him — An Old 
Friend — Doubts. 

/^N the 16th, with renewed feelings of hope, I 

^^ again prepared to quit Serramba, and, very 
shortly after dawn, some men made their ap- 
pearance for the purpose of removing my bag- 
gage. On this occasion I had determined to 
travel as light as possible, and most of my things 
were packed with the intention of leaving them 
at Chelga until my return. The difficulties 
occurring twice daily of packing had impressed 
themselves so forcibly on me on my last journey 
that I had determined on this occasion to lessen 
as far as possible the annoyance and delay 
attending the process. My Arab domestics 
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were almost useless at such work, and indeed it 
was not their vocation ; but 1 had found also 
that the escort furnished by Barambaras execut- 
ed the task under protest, lazily and unwillingly. 
Wishing to be independent, I had therefore en- 
gaged the services of a native, Baldo Mariani, 
who with a subordinate, and a little assistance, 
managed the loading and unloading from this 
period with a celerity and ease which differed 
pleasurably from the former bungling. 

Baldo Mariam was a character, sixty years of 
age and very tall, his frame was gaunt and bony ; 
no vestige of hair graced his long, narrow head ; 
a prominent hooked nose, and brown eyes which 
looked grey, were the principal features of a 
very thin countenance, wearing ordinarily an im- 
pressively serious aspect. Not that he really 
was so ; and, grand as were his powers of simula- 
ting the gravity becoming his years, T constantly 
surprised him with a twinkle in his eye, and a 
happy internal chuckle which denoted keen 
inward enjoyment. At such moments of detec- 
tion he always at first looked supremely guilty, but 
finished with a smile which took quite five min- 
utes to envelop his entire face, terminating with 
the many wrinkles which furrowed his endless 
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forehead. He was hale and hard-working, 
walked usually the whole day, and, what was 
curious, was in possession of sufficient means to 
make him accounted wealthy by those he lived 
amongst ; but he was a thrifty man, and consid- 
ered the occasion of my arrival was one to be 
improved, and all dignity was waived in the 
desire to amass a few dollars. 

A wonderfully favourable specimen of his race, 
he accompanied me throughout ray residence 
in Abyssinia, eventually quitting me at Gallabat. 
His native astuteness sufficed to make him a 
favourite with my domestics, whom I perceiv- 
ed with quiet amusement he judiciously managed, 
and I became aware also that the religious scru- 
ples of those Habesh who lived side by side with 
foreigners for any time were not of that stern, 
unyielding stuff I had at first supposed them. 
I was grieved when I observed that gastronomic 
weakness caused him to fall slightly under the 
autocratic sway of my cook Mahomed ; but, as 
that foible had not spared the mighty Barambar- 
as, " the key of the frontier," invincibility was 
not to be expected from a humble satel- 
lite. 

On this morning he had early commenced the 
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superintendence of my effects, and, when the 
heavier portion had been removed, had followed 
to expedite the packing at the other end. 
When everything had been sent down, and 
whilst I was awaiting the signal for departure, a 
feud between Mahomed and Fadl el Moula, 
which had been long simmering, burst into 
flame. They flew at each other with short 
whips, and used them with the greatest vigour 
and spirit. Mahomed accused Fadl el Moula of 
pecuniary shortcomings and want of good faith 
to the interests he represented, whilst the latter 
retaliated by stating that my private stores had 
been sold by Mahomed to Barambaras. I was, 
alas ! aware that both stories were perfectly true, 
and also that there was not one of my followers 
in whom I could place the slightest reliance ; but 
I had from the commencement expected nothing 
better, and I had started with the knowledge of 
their worthlessness. 

I felt no partiality for either of the combatants, 
both of whom I knew to be rogues, but separat- 
ed them as quietly as I could, and fortunately 
there had been but few spectators to the scene. 
This quarrel was but one of many between my 
own followers, giving me constant annoyance^. 
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and adding to the difficulties of my position, 
already sufficiently complicated by the uncertain 
conduct of the Abyssinians, and the duplicity of 
my interpreters. 

Shortly after this, a message arrived from 
Barambaras, requesting the presence of the two 
linguists, but specially stating that he did not 
require me. I thought this decidedly unceremon- 
ious, but, not wishing to throw any obstacle in 
the way of departure, I dispatched them with 
injunctions to return as soon as possible. 

Half an hour elapsed, then an hour ; at the 
expiration of an hour and a half, they returned 
reeling, eyes half closed, the vacant smile of 
inebriety on their faces, ten-syllabled words of 
drunkenness on the tongue. I saw, of course, 
that they would be almost useless during the 
day, and mentally thanked my guardian for his 
kind attentions to my interest. 

Eliminating them from my calculations, I walk- 
ed away to the well-known ledge. How Ahmed 
got off the mount I never knew, but I fancy 
that his manner of effecting descents which 
troubled him, by converting himself into a hu- 
man sledge, was successfully adopted, as he 
eventually appeared on the far side, looking 
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happy, but out of repair. There was the usual 
indifference of the Abyssinians to expedite 
departure. Mules were browsing about ; in place 
of twenty-nine I could find about twenty, and 
their condition was even more deplorable than 
on the last occasion, many looking more fit for 
immediate burial than for a long and fatiguing 
journey ; no satisfaction was afforded me respect- 
ing the missing ones. Wishing, however, to get 
on in any possible manner, I bustled about ; my 
servants behaved well, Baldo Mariam was ener- 
getic, chased the mules, caught them, and 
assisted vigorously in loading them when cap- 
tured, and we were nearly ready when the 
great man appeared upon the scene, prepared, I 
believe, to find discomfiture. 

He was supported on either side by a follow- 
er, a decidedly necessary measure, as he swayed 
about in an alarmingly dangerous manner. His 
evil spirit was in the ascendant, and he cast a 
glance of sinister and sarcastic import at me, 
bending forward with a wicked smile. In an 
imperious tone he then demanded why we were 
not ready, and, throwing himself on a mule, 
declared his intention of moving off at once 
without the baggage animals. 
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At this moment, however, he remembered the 
presence of a guest whom he introduced to me 
as a king's messenger deputed to accompany me 
on my route. 

The messenger, a slight, sickly-looking man 
with a most deceitful cast of countenance, inform- 
ed me that he was a native of Semyen in Tigr6, 
that he was sent specially to take charge of me, 
and trusted to be great friends with me on the 
road to the king. Of course I made a civil 
rejoinder, but I had by this time got so suspi- 
cious of Abyssinian subtlety and hoaxes that I 
was quite on my guard against my present 
friend, whose facial lineaments were insincere 
and unprepossessing, whilst his manner was 
fawning and oily. '* Did I know Tigr6 ?" he 
asked. No ! Then perhaps I was not aware that 
in certain districts fever was rife, and that when 
once caught was difficult to shake off. He was 
now recovering from a long illness, and his indis- 
position was much increased by exposure to the 
fierce rays of the sun and the wetting storms of 
rain — in fact he might say, tracing things to a first 
cause, by the want of an umbrella : and even as 
he spoke it was perfectly evident that the latter 
inclemency would very shortly have to be 
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encountered, for the clouds were black and low, 
and a rustling wind was running along the heath 
with a warning gusty murmur. 

Now my umbrella, a strong white covered 
one, I had found so servicable in the fluctuating 
climate that I never quitted it, and this was 
well known ; it was always suspended at my 
saddle-bow ready for immediate action, and I 
saw as he assumed a piteous look of extra illness 
that his eyes, first taking in my face, fell gradually 
in a ludicrous, petitioning way to that faithful 
friend. No, the attack was too palpable, and my 
presence of mind did not succumb. I remember- 
ed a cheap and gaudy sunshade with a blue 
lining possessed by Mahomed, and, beckoning him 
to me, I bestowed it on the wily man of Tigr^, 
with many injunctions to take care of his valua- 
ble health, and was rewarded by seeing that he 
was discomfited, and I knew that the whole 
scene had been previously concerted. 

We moved oflF, Barambaras leading, a couple 
of men running beside him ; but hardly had we 
covered a mile when the rain was upon us in 
blinding streams, and hailstones of great size 
fell with bewildering force. Everybody was 
speedily wet through, and I was pleased to see 
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my hypocritical friend soaked in spite of the 
umbrella, and looking, I was certain, very 
miserable. The men of the escort halted under 
every available tree affording the slightest shel- 
ter, whilst the more sensible took off their 
clothes, made them into bundles, and jogged on 
in nature's waterproofs. 

The tracks became most difficult to traverse 
from their slippery condition, the mules, in the 
meantime unguarded, strayed from the path on 
eithef side, their bundles slipped round, the 
animals themselves slipped up, and in every 
direction animated chases had to be undertaken 
after mules kicking and plunging in their endea- 
vours to get quit of their burdens, and bolting 
away in the direction of herbal delicacies, them- 
selves and their loads literally streaming with 
water. 

However, we ambled along until, on arrival at 
a small village, Barambaras announced his inten- 
tion of going no farther. He installed his 
precious person in the best house, and left me to 
shift for myself as I could. At length, after 
trying one or two huts, all of which laboured 
under some disadvantage and were generally 
blessed with perforated roofs, I entered a large 
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cow-shed, in which were some forty animals, 
and, although sadly crowded, I took up my abode 
with four-footed friends. They were extremely 
civil to me, and beyond treading on my feet, 
and placing an occasional damp nose in my face, 
behaved with perfect propriety. 

I remained here an hour, when finding that 
the rain had somewhat abated, and that Baram- 
baras was asleep, I determined to push on and 
reach the spot previously proposed for the 
night's halt. It was drawing in towards evening 
when I came in sight of the market-place and 
principal village of Chelga, passing to the rear 
of which a slight ascent led to the residence of 
Daiossa Alulu, Sh6k of the market. 

An isolated hill, of possibly a hundred feet in 
height and of gradual slope, was surrounded at 
its summit by a four-foot wall built of rough 
blocks of piled-up, unhewn stone. Within the en- 
closure, about fifty feet in diameter, were a dozen 
dwellings; the principal one, constructed of unce- 
mented stone, was faced by a rather smaller one 
constituting the general stable, and at a slight 
distance, scattered about on the opposite side, 
stood the remaining houses, rickety thatched 
erections. One of these was assigned to me, the 
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state apartments (or stone house) being devoted 
to the local monarch. 

Daiossa Alula, who came forward to welcome 
me, was a favourable specimen of his nationality, 
and, had he not been acting under superior 
orders, was disposed to be kind and friendly. He 
was short in stature, with a good-humoured 
expression of face, was attired somewhat differ- 
ently from the generality, and wore over his 
wrapper a fur tippet which covered his shoulders 
and terminated in four long tails hanging down 
and reaching to about his middle.* It was a curi- 
ous article of clothing to carry on a hot summer 
day, and I doubted whether the additional dignity 
derived therefrom was not dearly purchased by 
the obvious inconvenience sustained, for the 
warmth of the garment was evident in his coun- 
tenance, and at an early opportunity he removed 
it with a sigh of relief. 

It was not proposed that I should be the sole 
tenant of the mansion indicated, my host, an 
aged gentleman, and his daughter obviously 
intending to remain and entertain me. When 
I entered they were crouching on the ground 
around a wood fire in the centre of the room, 
which was filled with a dense smoke. Having 
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wished them salaam, and hastily informed them 
that everything was melkum (good), I rushed 
out as quickly as I could, half choked, with my 
eyes streaming with water, coughing and sneez- 
ing alternately. When the young lady under- 
stood how trying I found the atmosphere, she 
stirred up the fuel into a blaze, reducing the 
smoke considerably, and I tried not to think it 
unpleasant. There was a small portion of the 
hut, seven feet long by four in width, partitioned 
oflF by split bamboos from the remainder ; in this 
straw was laid down, and I prepared to dine and 
take my rest. I cannot say that there was 
great privacy about my dormitory, as the inter- 
stices between the bamboos enabled me to see 
and be seen ; but I knew I was partaking of the 
highest luxuries understood by them, and felt 
fully satisfied. 

Whilst I enjoyed one of Mahomed's sumptu- 
ous repasts on the top of a portmanteau, my 
native friends remained around the domestic 
hearth ; the old gentleman, giving much attention 
to the admiration and polishing of various sword- 
blades, croned unceasingly an incoherent ditty, 
whilst the daughter kept industriously tending 
the fire, and casting furtive glances at the 



102 A VISIT TO ABT8SIHIA. 

delicacies served to me. I gave my venerable host 
a cup of steaming coffee with a dash of brandy, 
and some picnic biscuits ; this, with a little pow- 
dered birdseye tobacco as snu£^ wrapped him in 
an ecstatic state, and he rocked himself to and 
fro in front of the fire with great satisfaction and 
perpetual melkums. The fair creature inclined 
to eau de cologne, marmalade, and sweets 
generally, and 1 am sorry, as a veracious chroni- 
cler, to be obliged to add that she stole ray sugar 
during the night. 

In the morning it was still raining, and no- 
body seemed inclined to make any effort 
towards departure. On Bararabaras appearing 
I at once attacked him on the subject of contin- 
uing progress, and the absent and missing mules ; 
and Ahmed on this day surprised me by beard- 
ing the Lion of Serraraba in a manner I was 
unprepared for. This unusual carriage might have 
arisen from remorseful penitence for the previ- 
ous day's delinquency ; but Barambaras had 
also grossly insulted him, and his anger over- 
came his ordinary prudence. It was the desire 
and aim of Ahmed's life to accommodate events? 
and individuals to his private interests without 
/superfluous delicacy as to the means he employ- 
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ed to accomplish this required object ; doubts as 
to the most effectual means of furthering his 
views occasionally caused him to waver from one 
side to the other, whilst a frequent wish to con- 
ciliate both parties also perplexed him. How 
might he be apparently zealous in my cause, 
though friendly to Barambaras ; how faithful to 
the Prophet, yet ostensibly a Coptic Christian to 
the Abyssinians ? In fact, he strove with Paul to 
be all things to all men, and the constant strain 
placed upon an astuteness which he considerably 
over-rated, and was perpetually confusing with 
fluid aids, rendered him often irritable and 
dogged. 

On this occasion, when he complained for me 
that .nine animals were wanting, amongst them 
the one he usually rode, selected for its strength 
— and it required a powerful beast to carry the 
burly dragoman — Barambaras sarcastically inquir- 
ed if he were a soldier, and on his repljdng that he 
was so, the " key " rejoined, '* I always supposed 
that a soldier's first charge was his mount ; why 
then did you not take care of your own mule?" 
It was undoubtedly aggravating, after a man's 
mule had been forcibly taken from him and 
himself imprisoned, to be asked such a question^ 
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and Ahmed's indignation was aroused. More- 
over, he had considered himself on personally 
friendly terms with the chief, and, whenever I 
had spoken to him with reference to the change- 
ableness of purpose evinced by Barambaras, had 
invariably replied that it was equally impossible 
to account for the inscrutable designs of ces hauls 
personnages as for those of Providence. It was 
therefore doubly bitter when his convive of yes- 
terday rebuflfed him in this brutal manner to- 
day, and direct personal acquaintance was forced 
on him of that deep and inscrutable conduct of 
aflFairs which he had formerly regarded with 
such sincere admiration. 

We got ready slowly, my guardian venting 
occasional impertinences. He particularly aske(J 
me if I considered the coat (an ordinarj^ morn- 
ing one) I then wore suitable to my years and 
position, adding that he looked upon it as unbe- 
coming and indelicate, and that it should be at 
least two feet longer. On my drawing attention 
to the wounded and feeble state of the mules, 
Chelga's chief said that I should find them 
quite strong enough for the distance I should 
journey. 

At length, having left all save absolute neces- 
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saries in the charge of Daiossa Alulu, we 
descended the hill and proceeded in the direc- 
tion of Barambaras' confines. When within half 
a mile of the stream which bounded his juris- 
diction, he halted, and from an adjacent village 
four more of my mules were led forth. I was 
delighted to find that they were in rather better 
condition than the others. Information was 
given me that from this point I might proceed 
under the charge of certain of the Governor of 
Dembea's men who had arrived to form my 
escort, it not being the chieftain's intention to 
accompany me any farther. All disguise re- 
specting the worthy gentleman from Tigr^ was 
abandoned, and it now appeared he was a royal 
tax-gatherer sent on financial matters having 
reference entirely to Barambaras, and had not 
the slightest intention of travelling with me to 
the king, nor, as he kept carefully out of the 
way, it seemed of returning Mahomed's umbrella. 
My host of Serramba had dismounted, and 
was reclining under a tree at some distance on 
my left, his followers forming a large semi-circle 
around him. I imagine it was his intention that 
I should approach through the centre of the 
open space and be received by him in a sort of 
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State ; as, however, he was still in a very inebri- 
ated condition, and I thought it quite possible 
might attempt further insults, I waved an adieu, 
and quietly proceeded on my road, thankful that 
I was about to undergo a change of custody, and 
looking forward with pleasure to the genial and 
plausible if rather insincere Bizat Bey. 

Crossing the stream, and ascending its white, 
chalky banks, I became conscious on the far side 
of the presence of the Betwiddet, who was sitting 
on the ground with two attendants ; but his gay 
manner had flown, and his position and coun- 
tenance both betrayed marks of weariness and 
discomposure. He greeted me with a subdued 
air, mentioned his excessive delight at meeting 
an old friend,, but was reserved in bearing and 
deficient in his ordinary fluency, and was, I think, 
a little doubtful of my reception after his treach- 
erous revelation to Barambaras of my confidence 
to him. In a sad voice he commenced a pitiful 
tale of the privation he had undergone in waiting 
for me three days exposed to the rain, without 
shelter or food, having expected my arrival 
for that period. I explained that Barambaras 
had delayed my departure, and that my late 
appearance was due to no fault of mine. I pro- 
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duced a tin of biscuits and some vermouth, the 
only European fluid I possessed, and in a short 
time he recovered partially his tone and usually 
happy frame of mind suflBciently to pour a flood 
of grievances into my ears. 

Barambaras, he said, by the aid of intrigues, 
had succeeded in quite subordinating him, and 
under pretext of quelling the insurrection in 
Dagossa had received royal permission to take 
from him all his best soldiers. In addition to this, 
taxation was heavy, and he was poor, oh so 
poor I Abyssinia was no longer a country for 
him, he had made up his mind to accompany me 
back to England, and spend the remainder of 
his years in a new land. 

By this time I had begun to understand that 
my friend's fluent conversation was not to be re- 
ceived in every detail with unbounded confi- 
dence ; so at this point I asked him why, if he was 
so indifferently disposed to the Governor of Chel- 
ga he had thought it necessary to relate to him 
my remarks on Serramba and its master. 

On this he became a picture of desolation ; he 
raised his arms above his head, and his face 
worked with indignant emotion. "What must 
I think of him ? — what could be my opinion ?" 
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But it unhappily was so, he felt bound to con- 
fess, with Abyssinian nature, it was deceitful, 
and not always to be relied on. Would I tell 
him was the Englishman invariably truthful? 
He believed he was, but should like my assur- 
ance on this point. 

Perfect simplicity of manner was the Bet- 
widdet's greatest charm, and this query was per- 
suasively put to me with the questioning inno- 
cence of a boy rather than with the wiliness of 
full sixty years of experience, and, I fancy, a 
good natural stock of innate subtlety. 

I laughed, and then the absurdity of every- 
thing generated in him a spasm of mirth, which, 
commencing in his saddle, literally rocked his 
body in its gradual passage upward to vocal 
development, and two little moistening drops in 
either eye attested to the pungency of the joke. 
He then insisted on my acceptance of a small 
rhinoceros-hide whip. " I had nothing where- 
with to urge my mule. It was true the gift was 
insignificant, and utterly unworthy my reception, 
but it was not always by the magnitude of a 
present that friendship should be measured, and 
he was poor — oh, so poor !" 

I inquired after his son, and expressed ad- 
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miration of the handsome mule he had ridden 
on my last visit. 

" Why do I see you mounted on a mule .fit 
only to carry a servant?" cried he — "utterly 
unworthy of a person in your condition ?" 

I knew that his son was anxious to sell the 
one I had mentioned, so I replied shortly that 
travellers' mules were matters of chance, and 
referred also to the shabby treatment they had 
received at his neighbour's hands. He shook 
his head long and slowly, obviously too much 
overcome with his neighbour's sinfulness to trust 
his opinion to words. I mentioned that four of 
my mules had appeared from a village lying in 
his jurisdiction — he could not possibly have em- 
ployed them for his own purposes during my 
confinement ? 

"Oh, noi You have, of course, reason to 
doubt me, but your suspicions are immeasurably 
painful. God will punish me, so do you leave 
me alone ; let us forget all unpleasantness. 
Everything I have is at your disposal, but I am 
poor — very poor." 

During the dialogue, we had been gradually 
ascending and passing over similar country in 
the province of Dembea to that previously de- 
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scribed ; but I was surprised when, at about five 
p.m., on arriviDg at a village bordered by some 
large handsome trees, Bizat Bey announced it 
as the end of our day's march, I had wished, 
considering the hasty circumstances of our jour- 
ney, to continue until sunset, but I learnt on 
this occasion that travelling with an escort re- 
quired provision to be made for their wants, 
and on this account villages of a certain size had 
to be selected in order to supply their daily 
bread. 

The Betwiddet bivouacked under a large tree, 
between which and the village — Deraski — the 
mules were tethered in an open space. A house 
was allotted to me, in which I prepared for 
dinner, but I again found it tenanted by a lady 
and her child, whilst bread and beer-making 
was conducted by her with the aid of a furnace, 
which distributed an unbearable heat, and I 
mentally determined on an open-air dormitory. 
The room was filled with big vats containing 
native beer, and 1 was obviously occupying the 
village brewery. 

I had hardly commenced my dinner, when 
my attention was attracted by whispering out- 
side my hut, and suddenly, through a crevice in 
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the thatch, T was made conscious of the pres- 
ence of a dozen of laughing women, who com- 
menced jabbering and shrieking in tones more 
powerful than melodious. On my rushing to 
the door, they all fled in wild confusion, chatter- 
ing and screaming, and running in the direction 
of their various houses. 

Rather later, I arranged my bed in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Governor, but in ten minutes a 
deluge of rain forced me to retire to the hut, 
where for the rest of the night I remained. 
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Mule-loading — ^Beauty of the Landscape — ^Plains of Dembea 
— ^D^k — ^Ras Areja — ^Frangar — ^The Betwiddet at Home 
— ^Domestic Surroandings — Cathedral of Frangar — 
Beligious CustomB. 

AT seven next morning men were told off by 
the Betwiddet to load the mules, which 
was effected by this means in an orderly and 
expeditious manner, although they became daily 
more troublesome, the sore state of their backs 
causing them to adopt vigorous measures to pre- 
vent the imposition of their burdens; and as 
soon as they were laden, they would jump away, 
kicking so violently as to successfully remove 
the objectionable encumbrances, which had, of 
course, to be re-adjusted. The native system of 
fastening with narrow strips of hide was very 
faulty and inadequate to preserve the burdens 
in position, especially the cases containing pres- 
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ents for the king, which were long and square, 
consequently the thongs were drawn so tightly 
as to nearly cut the poor animals in two, which 
they naturall)^ resented. 

Quitting the village of Deraski at 7.30, the 
morning being fresh and fine, we rode across a 
long flat table-land on the crest of some undu- 
lating, grassy hills, a deep valley running at our 
left hand, and mountains rising in a loftier range 
on our right. After proceeding in a south- 
easterly direction for about two hours, we sud- 
denly diverged to the right, and commenced a 
rapid descent, an extended view, with many 
varied features of landscape beauty, being un- 
folded to our sight. At our feet were once 
more the flat grass* plains of Dembea, their 
monotonous level relieved by houses, villages, 
and trees, scattered about at distant intervals ; 
and especially conspicuous among the former 
were numerous grove-girt monasteries and 
churches. On the right the great Lake Tzana 
sparkled, calm, clear, and motionless, the rocky 
islands in its midst and distant surrounding 
eminences looming dimly in the morning haze. 
Frangar lay below us on a depressed tongue of 
land running out into the lower ground, where, 
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at about two milea' distance, a solitary tree indi- 
cated the market-place of Dembea, and the 
occasional Bash of a winding stream tracked the 
wandering course of the largest river of this 
portion of Abyssinia, the Mogetsch. Endless 
mountain chains, the highlands of Woggera, 
Bellesa, and Begumder, blue and many-peaked, 
rose in rugged and confused masses on the hori- 
zon, encircling the plains, and towering wave- 
like around us. 

The Governor was a perfect guide, and seenaed 
never more happy than when displaying a know- 
ledge of his fatherland. "The wide tract which 
was spread beneath me," he said, "had been the 
scene of many of the brightest and many of the 
bloodiest pages of Abyssinian history. 

" Frangar had been formerly selected as the 
abode of the kings of the country ; the shores 
of the lake were then covered with the many 
residences of the nobility, the plains burdened 
with villages thriving and populous, and the 
inland sea enlivened by the numerous trading 
craft uniting the islands and opposite shores. 
Unhappily, long periods of chronic civil war had 
deluged the land with blood, devastated the 
country, and mowed down the people, until it 
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had become what I now saw it — a bare, uncul- 
tivated, and sparsely inhabited tract of earth. 
The richest province of the kingdom, it was for- 
merly designated the granary of Amhara. The 
island of Mitraha, from its favourable position, 
cut off from the mainland, but easily accessible, 
had been in past times used as a depository for 
state records, and had also often afforded tem- 
porary refuge to vanquished combatants. D6k 
was one of the spots selected as an enforced 
place of exile for members of the royal family, 
and, after the final defeat of mosaic pretensions 
to the throne, for many illustrious Jewish 
prisoners." 

On all such topics the worthy gentleman was 
inexhaustible, and, pleased to have a willing 
auditor, he rambled on, turning aside in his 
discourse occasionally to inquire if such and such 
events were paralleled by similar incidents in 
European lands. Then he would branch off 
into laudation of the materials composing my 
clothes, and want to know how such manufac- 
turing skill could be attained, gently stroking 
them down to admire their texture. My dog- 
skin gloves were special objects of his admira- 
4;ion, and, as I had several pairs, I insisted on his 
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acceptance of one ; but the Betwiddet was stout, 
and the gift conferred misery, for his fingers 
were obviously in a vice, and resembled a fat 
man in a thin man's clothes. 

Frangar was at present the residence of Ras 
Areya, prime minister to the King, Lord of 
Dembea, and Governor of Amhara ; descended 
from Ras Welda Selassy, formerly sovereign 
of Tigr6, he was universally regarded as the 
monarch's right hand, accompanied him in his 
warlike expeditions, and regulated the finances 
of the empire, assisting his royal master with his 
more mature counsels in peaceful and bellicose 
matters. The Ras was at this period nearly 
eighty years of age, but still vigorous and able ; 
he had passed a life of much vicissitude, including 
many years of imprisonment at the hands of 
Theodorus, and in liis youth had been celebrated 
as an astute and during warrior. 

Since ray entnuice into the country I had 
found his fame on every tongue, his name in- 
variably mentioneil with awe. if not affection ; 
and this feature was to bo remarked in the 
general demeanour of the people, tliat whereas 
Ras Areya was spoken of and regarded as an 
embodiment of power, in whom each possessed a 
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natural and individual interest, King Johannes 
seemed to be viewed as a being separated from 
them by seclusion, shadowy in his might, and 
foreign in his person. Although this might 
have arisen in a measure from proximity, it was 
a trait which I observed to still exist when at a 
distance from Dembea, and in the immediate 
vicinity of the monarch himself. 

Sending the loaded mules and domestics a 
circuit in the direction of the market-place, in 
company with the Betwiddet and my linguist I 
rode along the side of the hill slightly above the 
Ras's house, having in view an invitation to 
luncheon with my guardian. At the entrance 
of the court enclosing Ras Areya's dwelling we 
halted, the Betwiddet making numerous in- 
quiries of the steward as to the preparations 
made for the great man's reception. The execu- 
tion of this duty, he informed me, devolved upon 
him, and as it appeared that the Ras was ex- 
pected daily, he issued many injunctions to have 
the several things required, wine, bread, &c., 
in readiness against that event. This service ful- 
filled, we rode on, and a little farther came to 
Bizat Bey's residence, which was situated on the 
hill, the centre of a group of twelve houses. It 
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was a dwelling of the usual style of construction, 
larger than those surrounding it, but with no 
farther pretentions than extra size to superiority 
over its neighbours. 

On entering he led me by the hand, after 
bidding me welcome, to a couch at the end, 
covered with a Turkey carpet ; on this he seated 
me, taking himself the farther portion; my lin- 
guists were bestowed on his right, on some fresh 
straw on the ground, for the couch was the only 
piece of furniture which the apartment boasted. 

The interior, forty feet in diameter, by twenty- 
five feet high, was commodious, but as usual, 
owing to an utter absence of window, decided- 
ly sombre; four cedar pillars supported the 
roof, the beams and ornaments of which were 
also of this wood, alternated with browned 
bamboos ; on the left-hand side were ranged the 
owner's stud, two horses and a mule, which 
turned round to survey us with much placidity, 
and evidently considered themseves included in 
any party of pleasure held in that domicile. The 
centre of the building remained clear, whilst 
the right-hand portion was partitioned off by 
split bamboos into several small semi-transparent 
chambers ; these formed the private apartments. 
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and in one of them I was soon made aware, by 
whispering and the appearance of a half-conceal- 
ed form pressed against the interstices with laud- 
able feminine curiosity, that the lady of the 
household resided. 

I could not say that the tout ensemble struck 
me as luxurious, and the matrimonial rooms 
must have been draughty and dark ; the floor 
was bare, but there were raised boards for bed- 
steads, and more carpets in the ladies' dormitory. 
Servants appeared, who handed round water for 
lavatory purposes preliminary to the repast ; 
soap is not general, and a substitute was provided 
in a grass with rather rough pods, which, being 
rubbed between the hands, is certainly cleansing, 
but rather more aggravating to use than the 
most latherless, sharp-edged piece of soap. The 
water was poured over the hands from a clumsily- 
made pewter vessel, with a long curved spout, 
. like a coffee-pot, which made the process more 
tedious. This magnificent machine constituted 
the governor's plate ; he was properly proud of 
it, and received the admiration which I loudly 
expressed with well-bred humility, as a fitting 
tribute to its undoubted merits. Bread now 
appeared and paprika ; breaking off, or I should 
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rather say tearing off, portions of the former, 
they were held in the fingers, dipped into the 
fiery-red condiment, and conveyed to the mouth. 
This was a concession to native custom which, as 
surely as I made it, caused me excruciating 
anguish, brought tears into my eyes, and made 
me feel quite jerky. I was much relieved when 
a sort of soup, composed of brown water and 
brown fragments of bread, came on the scene — 
in fact, a brown bread souchet ; in this we fished 
and drank alternately, and the fact cannot be 
concealed that, up to this period, I was not 
enjoying m5^8elf. Bowls of milk and native beer 
were the early beverages, the former being my 
choice. Things were, however, to improve, and 
a huge dish of boiled fowl floating in cream 
followed, side-dishes of Berberer, a really pleas- 
ant composition of capsicums, black pepper, salt, 
and butter as a sauce, small plates of clotted 
cream to finish with, whilst very excellent old 
hydromel was produced to aid these good things 
in their disappearance. I must confess that 
com'petition with the Governor in the conceal- 
ment of fluids was a feat uncontemplated by me. 
1 had previously seen his marvellous prowess, 
and in his person the fabled powers of ancient 
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Scandinavian warriors were emulated. I shrank 
from the encounter, and, with a good-tempered 
laugh, he received my excuses, and accepted my 
inferiority as a fault of foreign education. I am 
bound to add that Ahmed and Fadl el Moula 
made up for my deficiencies ; and I may as well 
state that those excellent Mussulmans had left 
all religious injunctions forbidding wine be- 
hind them in the Soudan, and drank in Abys- 
sinia as much as they could obtain. Ahmed 
informed me that the prophet referred only to 
wine made from the grape, and could not possi- 
bly intend abstinence from beverages so whole- 
some as hydromel, of which he had no personal 
knowledge. Fadl el Moula refrained from casu- 
istry, drank hard ' during the day, and prayed 
with much fervour for forgiveness in the 
evening. I had, however, no dependence on 
their staying qualities, and when my worthy 
host personally retired for a minute and returned 
with a jar of potent native whisky, I trembled 
for the result on the afternoon march, and 
awaited further development in an anxious 
frame of mind. The spirit was excellent, full of 
flavour, without fire, and beautifully clear; I 
never tasted better, and felt inclined to believe, 
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Bs the genial gentleman assured me, that no 
amount would intoxicate or give an after-head- 
ache. I was, however, moderate in its consump- 
tion, and tried, as soon as politeness rendered it 
possible, to induce a continuation of the march. 

Previous to departure, I was favoured with a 
view of the inner apartments and the last wife 
and child ; the lady was not captivating, and her 
toilette decidedly of indifferent cleanliness, but 
this was to be accounted for by domestic cares, 
as I found her engaged in nursing and imparting 
maternal refreshment to the small recent male 
arrival. I exhibited to her admiring gaze two 
Austrian gold coins which I suggested as ear- 
rings ; maternal solicitude sank for a time, 
subdued by feminine vanity, and baby became a 
comparatively second-class object ; she beamed 
with satisfaction and smiles, and concealed them 
in a mysterious fold of her simple and some- 
what scanty attire. 

The Betwiddet then indulged in a few 
minutes' nap, whilst I smoked a cigarette, after 
which he announced his readiness to proceed, 
although it was perfectly clear that he would 
have preferred to retire to sleep. He asked me 
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if I should like to visit the cathedral church of 
Frangar, stating that it would not take long and 
would probably interest me. I acquiesced 
promptly, and in ten minutes more four big 
people on four small mules might have been 
seen ascending some rising ground, the summit 
of which was crowned by the sacred edifice. 
Bizat Bey, slightly hilarious, led the way with 
pleased alacrity, I followed ; then came Ahmed, 
gaily humming a chansonnette in a cracked 
voice, a happy, vacuous smile playing on his 
sallow face ; the rear was brought up by Fadl el 
Moula, his ebony countenance glowing with 
exercise and whisky. 

We shortly came in front of a substantial 
wall, stone built, some twelve feet high, bearing 
marks of considerable antiquity, crusted with 
mildew, and covered with moss and creepers ; 
it ran round the entire summit of the hill. Ad- 
mittance was gained, after a short delay, through 
a narrow gateway guarded by a strong door 
surmounted by a turret, in which reposed a bell. 
Passing this, I found myself in a large open 
courtyard, containing the church and monastic 
buildings of Santa Mariam of Frangar. 
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The church itself was an immense circular 
erection, surrounded by a lofty exterior gallery 
some eighteen feet wide and twenty high, very 
solidly constructed with strong cedar columns, 
a stone coping running along the basement. The 
walls of the main edifice were of brick, and large 
doors gave access to the interior, the centre of 
which was devoted to a square compartment 
containing the Holy of Holies ; this was stuccoed 
and adorned by some very rude paintings, many 
representing fictional episodes in the lives of 
saints. Undaunted mounted heroes were por- 
trayed spearing spiteful-looking monsters with 
fiery orbs and long spiral tails ; martyrs with 
upturned eyes were simmering in cauldrons of 
boiling butter, or hung suspended on every 
variety of crucifix, whilst a few were devoted 
to subjects in the life of Jesus Christ and the 
Virgin Mary. As usual in these coarse Scrip- 
tural daubs, flames and tortures figured largely, 
and I was pleased to observe that the evil one 
was depicted in sable pigments, and flourished 
the traditional trident, whilst horns and tail were 
not forgotten. 

Four doors faced to each point of the com- 
pass, giving entrance to the more holy interior 
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portion, into which no admittance was permitted. 
I was told the special guardian was absent, but 
have no doubt that, had I been unaccompanied 
by infidels, I should have been allowed to enter. 
As it was, I was much surprised that the Mussul- 
mans had been privileged to penetrate even the 
outer wall. 

I was assured by the custodian of the tem- 
ple, who acted as guide, that artists had at an 
anterior date been imported from Alexandria 
by previous Aboonahs to effect the evidently 
highly esteemed works of art which adorned 
the walls. Mummies of five ancient sovereigns 
in excellent preservation stood on either side 
the northern door; the coffins holding the re- 
mains were of unpolished cedar ; the embalmed 
figures themselves resembled exactly similar 
Egyptian relics, and impressed me with the idea 
of being of very curtailed dimensions. The roof 
was a very lofty thatched one, surmounted by a 
cross. The outbuildings, the residence of the 
priests attached to the church, were extensive, 
but poor and unworthy of remark. I presented 
a donation for the benefit of the building, which 
was even then undergoing repair. In considera* 
tion of the gift, my reverend guide informed me 
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the prayers of the brotherhood would accom- 
pany me to the king, and I then took my 
departure. 

Nothing in Abyssinia is so remarkable to the 
foreigner as the constant recurrence of churches 
and religious edifices. Every prominent spot 
specially favoured by nature is inevitably occu- 
pied by a church or monaster)'', and the burden 
imposed upon the labouring classes by the 
countless hives of drones inhabiting these erec- 
tions must be severe indeed. The exteriors of 
the sacred edifices are in most cases very poor, 
and few rival in size and importance that of 
Frangar ; they are but rarely composed of ma- 
terials of greater durability than wood and thatch, 
have invariably four doors giving to the four 
cardinal points, and are surmounted by a cross. 
Inside they are separated into three divisions, 
resembling the Jewish temple, the outer, the 
inner, and the innermost court; these are con- 
centric with the exterior of the church ; into the 
two latter, the Holy and the Holy of Hplies, the 
layman is rarely admitted. The Holy may be 
penetrated for the administration of the sacra- 
ment, but the IJoly of Holies contains the ark 
and the sacred vessels, and is veiled from the 
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eye and touch of the ordinary unconsecrated 
mortal. An impure man may not enter a church 
at all, and all the various causes which render 
the human being unclean, according to the mo- 
saic law, remain in force to bar his entrance. 
It may be understood that in the permission 
given me to pass the sacred threshold transgres- 
sion had been committed, but I observed that 
in many instances the letter of the law was not 
strictly observed. 

On entering the church the threshold and 
doorposts must be kissed, and the shoes re- 
moved from the feet. A portion of the service 
is simple enough, consisting of lessons read in a 
monotonous nasal voice by an ofl&ciating priest, 
but the language used (the Geez, or ancient 
classical tongue of Ethiopia) is no better under- 
stood by the listeners than the Latin service 
employed in English Roman Catholic edifices; 
an effort to introduce which also into Abvssinia 
was attempted by the Jesuits during their 
ascendancy. There is, however, another pdrt 
of the devotional exercises more open to objec- 
tion, in which dances and gesticulations of the 
holy men, performed with frantic waving of 
arms and contortions of the face^ and ac- 
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companied by vocal and instrumental discord- 
ance» form an entertainment decidedly qualify- 
ing for a lunatic asylum. There are no 
images in their churches, but paintings are 
general. The erection of a church is a pious 
duty, which fulfilled secures the benefactor 
future salvation ; hence their exceeding fre- 
quency. 

Fanaticism and superstition are firmly in- 
grained in the native mind, and a blind, un- 
reasoning belief in the sacred power of the 
priesthood prevails in all ranks, from the mon- 
arch to the peasant. The dread threat of 
excommunication is both feared and exercised, 
and penances of all sorts are enforced upon 
religious delinquents. 

The faith of Abyssinia is a complicated mass 
of outward observances, fasts, and festivals, a 
grafting of the Christian belief upon the Mosaic 
code; and the constantly recurring holy days 
entail a life of idleness upon the population; 
for not only is abstinence from food enjoined 
during fasts, but also a cessation of labour. 
Six months out of the twelve are thus devoted 
to laziness and weakening of the muscular 
system. The title of Aboonah (father) is ac- 
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corded to the archbishop, who is the head of 
the Church of Ethiopia. He is nominated by 
the Patriarch of Alexandria, and possesses ab- 
solute spiritual authority; all the minor ec- 
clesiastical dignitaries are appointed by him ; 
the power of consecration and absolution remains 
in his hands, and in past times his influence 
in temporal affairs has been general and 
unlimited. There is however, at the present 
date, owing to misunderstanding between Abys- 
sinia and Egypt, no resident Aboonah. 

The revenues of the church are very large, 
and each sacred building has its attendant 
endowment. Presents are made by grateful 
laymen after propitious events, as thankoflfer- 
ings, and the officiating priests grow fat on 
native credulity. The universal deference paid 
to the many sacred representatives, both priests 
and monks, appeared to me the more strange 
as it was perfectly obvious that strict morality 
of life was neither practised by them nor believed 
in respecting them. A priest may only marry 
once; disqualification attends a second union. 
There are religious orders of monks and nuns 
vowed to chastity, but I think it is doubtful 
whether any but nominal attention is paid to 
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the restriction imposed ; and the orders are 
entered merely that the bread of idleness may 
be enjoyed. 

At each fair spot I passed on the route, 
under the shade of the stately sycamores, sat 
or lounged groups of gossiping ecclesiastics, 
crowned with large white turbans, and carrying 
brass crucifixes: the props of the Abyssinian 
faith, a creed which subordinates the moral 
conduct of life to ceremonial, retains all the 
hardness and materialism of the Jewish code, 
and obscures Christianity's happiest teachings — 
mercy and charity; adding doctrines in their 
stead which make salvation a purchaseable com- 
modity, and render an honest life a work of 
supererogation. 

Purgatory enters largely into the subtle cal- 
culations of the blest men who hold the keys 
of that unenviable halting-place, as it is a 
matter of faith that the souls of the deceased 
undergo a residence the duration and discomfort 
of which may be alleviated or aggravated, 
according to the amount of prayer purchased 
on their behalf by anxious and well-wishing 
relatives. 

The church has always exercised great power 
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in Abyssinia, and it was through the influence 
of the Aboonah Tecla Haimanout, in 1268, that 
the kingly line of Solomon was restored to 
power; on which occasion royal gratitude de- 
creed the revenues of one third-of the king- 
dom to be enjoyed in perpetuity for the main- 
tenance of the church. 

In less than a thousand years three great 
religious revolutions swept over the land with 
the usual accompaniments of misery and blood- 
shed, and the present faith, established in a.d. 
330, has been twice supplanted by temporarily 
successful rivals, in a.d. 960, after six hundred 
years of peaceful occupation, by a renewal of 
Judaism lasting more than a century, and again 
in A.D. 1600 by Roman Catholicism, spread by 
the energetic labours of Peter Paez, the Portu- 
guese, who induced Za Denghel to embrace its 
tenets and proclaim it the national creed, a 
measure which drew down upon the monarch 
excommunication by the Aboonah, and in a 
battle, waged between the rival Christian sects, 
Za Denghel was defeated and slain. 

After a sanguinary struggle of thirty years, in 
1632 the ancient faith once more rose triumph- 
BJit under Facilidas, and has remained uninter- 
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rnptedly since that re-instation, the national 
religion. There have been periods, however, for 
instance at the commencement of the sixteenth 
century, when the triumphant inroads of Islam- 
ism have also threatened not only the temporal 
but the spiritual power of the kingdom, and the 
adhesion of the neighbouring tribes to the 
crescent has presented a proximate source of 
peril to the preachers of the Cross. Abyssinia 
has undoubtedly suffered much in the cause of 
religious belief, and, bearing this in mind, it is 
not wonderful that so great prominence is given 
to spiritual matters, and so much pride taken in 
their Christian denomination. 

The baptism of male children takes place 
forty days after birth, that of females in eighty 
days. There is an annual purification of adults, 
and if from any cause the rite of baptism has 
not been administered in early years, it can be 
undergone at any subsequent period ; extreme 
poverty has been sometimes assigned to me for 
the absence of the cord or mateb, without which 
nobody can be really said in Abyssinia to be 
respectable. An unbaptized person cannot be 
saved. 

Marriage in Abyssinia is a ceremony occasion- 
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ally sanctified by the blessing of the church, and 
is, in such cases, binding on both parties ; but 
such unions are rare, and popular taste has 
declared itself in favour of more transient 
domestic arrangements. 

Mourning for deceased relatives is accom- 
panied by much external evidence of grief, and 
loud weeping and lamentation is given vent to 
by the women ; funeral feasts are prepared, and 
much money bestowed in mitigating the passage 
through purgatory of the departed, materially 
benefiting the stomachs and purses of the 
hungry priesthood. 

The adoration of the Virgin Mary occupies a 
conspicuous place in native devotions, and prayers 
for the intercession of the saints are enjoined 
and practised. In addition to Biblical, there are 
properly canonized Abyssinian saints. The Sab- 
bath is the Jewish one, and is observed on the 
last day of the week. 
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A SHARP descent brought us to the plains 
iigaiii, and, taking a south-westerly direc- 
tion HCiHWH tlie market-place of Dembea, an 
miovonHul rido, after crossing a stream which, 
though looking narrow and iosigiiificant, proved 
1,(1 till botli deep and difficult, owing to the 
nlin'liiii'MH of its banks, placed us in the district 
nf (riii'iimbii, in tlie principal village of which we 
wiM'i' l.i> |)itHH tho night. The district consisted of 
Uircc villttgOM, detached by short intervals from 
riioh otlu'r, tiituutcd at a small distance from the 
liikii, ami about six miles south-west of Frangar. 
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The curing of hides was extensively carried on 
in this and the adjoining villages, and a general 
air of prosperity distinguished thera. The 
market of Dembea was held twice a week, 
but was considered much inferior in importance 
to the more distant one of Chelga. These 
market-places are mere rendezvous for business, 
and contain no buildings or sheds of any 
description to afford shelter to either maa or 
beast, should the weather be tempestuous. 

On arriving at our destined halting-place, I 
found that the houses composing it were entirely 
surrounded by a strong high reed fence. We 
entered through a tall, narrow wooden gateway 
at the northern end from which a straight road 
led directly to a similar means of ingress at the 
southern extremity. This was the main street. 
The village was large and orderly, and presented 
an appearance of superior cleanliness to any 
which I had yet seen. 

I was delighted to find that a hut of a most 
promising exterior awaited me, entirely denuded 
of inhabitants, and to this Bizat Bey led the 
way, with conscious pride at the comfortable 
quarters provided. He and his retinue were 
accommodated in a house immediately opposite, a 
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capital hut was found for the interpreters, and 
another was ready for my servants. 

Looking forward to a pleasant night's rest, 
and remembering the favourable nature of the 
neighbourhood, I had no sooner made the neces- 
sary preparations for future comfort than I de- 
termined to visit the banks of the Mogetsch, 
which ran past the village, in search of that rare 
treat a bath, to be followed by a subsequent 
stalk for duck, and was rewarded by excellent 
sport. Curious natives followed me about, whom 
the idea of shooting birds flying pleased im- 
mensely, and right and left shots were received 
with enthusiasm. 

On my return to my hut the appearance of a 
grey steed tethered at the farther end, his hind 
quarters in dangerous proximity to my bed, 
rather surprised me. I was, I confess, at a loss 
to understand his presence, but imagined it must 
be a favourite animal, the property of the owner 
of the dwelling, who, not wishing it to be exposed 
to the night, had considered that there was 
plenty of room in the house for the pair of us. 

The real state of affairs which I afterwards 
learnt to understand was this. It was a compli- 
ment. The Abyssinian, like the Arab warrior, 
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is never supposed to endure separation from his 
steed, night and day it must be his faithful 
friend and invariable companion. It was felt 
that my establishment without a horse was in- 
complete, hence the equine sharer of my apart- 
ment. It was a custom I subsequently noticed 
religiously observed by Ras Areya, and by that 
warlike monarch Johannes IL 

Before turning in for the evening I paid a 
visit to the Betwiddet, and, with the view of en- 
listing his sympathies, I determined to follow 
the invariable native custom of making him a 
present. I previously sent my interpreters to 
mention that I desired a short private interview, 
a most necessary precaution, for custom in Abys- 
sinia surrounds every man of any position with 
omnipresent retainers, who court his favour during 
prosperity by outward servility with the hope of 
future benefit to themselves, and also treasure 
in their minds his every action, to be retailed, in 
case of rupture with their present, to a future 
patron, desirous of employing such knowledge to 
the former's disadvantage. On all occasions, on 
entering a native official's dwelling, it is usual to 
find the apartment occupied by at least half a 
dozen members of his retinue, who evince not 
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the slightest intention to quit on the arrival of a 
new-comer, but squat listlessly about with a 
languid interest in his business, which, however 
flattering, is not without its possible discomfort ; 
and although the bestowal of presents is univer- 
sal throughout the kingdom, it may be always 
possible to depict the acceptance of a gift by 
those in high places as having been repaid by an 
equivalent service rendered at the expense of 
their official responsibilities. 

On one occasion a scene which I would will- 
ingly have avoided, but which was not without 
amusing features, occurred to me apropos of 
these very necessary preliminary warnings. It 
was my desire to make a gift to a very high 
official, and I sent accordingly to seek a private 
audience for the purpose : the arrangement was 
badly handled, and when I arrived several 
persons were present. After a few light topics 
had been discussed I mentioned my object in 
paying the visit, and, as no offer was made to 
dismiss the bystanders, exhibited ray donation. 
In an instant I was aware I had made a false 
step, a frown of mingled surprise and indigna- 
tion clouded the hitherto serene brow, and tones 
of fathomless integrity declined the proffered 
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gift, whilst strong inward feeling found vent in a 
rocking motion of his body. 

"You have utterly misunderstood me," said 
he. "The friendliness I have shown you has 
been extended solely with pure motives of kind- 
ness to the stranger in the land. Devotion to 
my sovereign and country is amply repaid by 
the internal consciousness of rectitude. Your 
intentions are doubtless well meant, but greater 
happiness will await me from the knowledge that 
you will now recognize how disinterested my 
conduct has been." 

My offering was firmly waved away, and for 
some period his frame continued shaken by 
inward emotion, to the great edification of the 
surrounding retainers, whose eyes remained 
fixed on the ground. It was undoubtedly 
very discomfiting, and my apologies for so 
great a mistake were profuse. I declared that 
I could not quit his abode until restored calm- 
ness had given me the assurance that his feelings 
had recovered their usual serene tone ; and as 
this fortunately soon happened, I retired, pro- 
perly enraged at the miserable management 
which had caused the contretemps. I naturally 
consulted a native authority, who had witnessed 
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;_- -n.Tr^rr:: z- :ir ti= riiiiiie I h*d committed, 
:-r -1- "vis K z^iI;-3 tv xt.e arcumstances 
::-: I £:im)--c?i £r;= iiz: f;r ?cme dme little 
":^; lij_;l:r--. Eli *T;r.n:al view of matters 

" Ttv iTiIz : iw liie cjore, and have no 

C:i :if rr«ci.: rorAs:a I focad the governor 
i".;;?. *-i «-:;- I Cje-^i lie subject on which 
I. .- ri;;: w~i; :":::z.ie-i his eves twinkled, aod said 

*"Fr,"n; :le dr?; moment I saw joa I had 
J •■rttfoniinien: thd: we were ordained to be 
iTTtdt iHe::^*. I do not know if Europeans 
>i\-t> these superstitions, but with us they are 
j^-::oraI, auJ we do not find them deceptive. 
You may have heard — and I am aware it is 
generally stated of us by foreigners — that we 
*r<^ deceitful and avaricious. Do not believe 
ttt»5: itll countries contain bad men, and your 
9X|>?neDcc ha> perhaps been unfortunate. But 
MV siiall remain always friends— and what are 
tywseiits after all but external emblems of 
««ieeiu ?" 

There were no difliculties on this occasion. 
IK' was obviuubily much pleased, and finally said 
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that the blessing of Providence would be sure 
to attend the exertions of a man who was 
thoughtful of the saddened circumstances of 
others ; and he was poor, very poor. 

On the morning of the 19th I arose freshened, 
and feeling that, as we were out of the hands 
of Barambaras, all would go well ; I determined 
to start the mule-loading at once, and, whilst 
this was going forward, take ray gun and shoot 
a few wild-fowl, as I might not find another 
similar chance, I therefore told Baldo Mariam 
and my servants to commence the work at 
once, and started myself for the Mogetsch. 

I had been away about half an hour, when 
I looked back towards the village to note signs 
of progress. To my astonishment no activity 
was visible ; nobody was in motion, and the 
mules were quietly browsing about in lazy, 
undisturbed contentment. Thinking at once 
that, possibly owing to my absence, they were 
taking matters easily, I hurried back, and en- 
countered the Betwiddet at the door of his 
house, whilst all his men, who usually assisted 
in packing, were dispersed about, holding coun- 
sel amongst themselves in knots ; but no mules, 
and no preparations heralded departure. I 
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appealed to Bizat Bey therefore to know whe- 
ther this was the manner in which to reach 
Debra Tabor in time; for I must here men- 
tion that I had been informed it was the 
king's intention to leave for Gojam in a few 
days. 

*' It was most unfortunate," said that worthy ; 
"certain of the mules had strayed off during 
the night, and the men of the village absolutely 
refused to go in search of them ; his own men 
were tired from yesterday, and in fact it was 
not their affair. It would perhaps be better 
to wait until the afternoon." 

I said that in my case waiting meant being 
late ; that he as governor of the province must 
be suflBciently powerful to compel the head of 
the village to send a few men to gather the 
mules together; when, if his people were too 
tired, I and my domestics would manage to 
load the animals, I was undoubtedly energetic 
in my language, but it had favourable effects ; 
and, after some time, the mules commenced 
coming in, and I at once set everybody at work 
to get up the baggage. 

From this moment, however, I saw that there 
was no genuine desire on the part of the old 
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gentleraan to aid me in a speedy passage, and, 
although I could not at . this time understand 
why it should be so, or imagine any reason 
for such conduct, I could not blind myself to 
the fact that it was so. Debra Tabor was on 
everybody's lips, but always with a satirical 
emphasis, and they worked like men who are 
acting a farce : the old gentleman holding 
aloof, exercising no pressure, and concealing 
himself. 

Now, as I had only on the preceding even- 
ing, in order to mark my sense of his past 
courtesy and facilitate future movements, made 
the present mentioned shortly before, it caused 
his behaviour to be all the more unaccountable, 
and the unpleasant suspicion began to obtrude 
itself that, having obtained all he could antici- 
pate, my aged friend was about to leave me 
to shift for myself; but Baldo Mariam came 
well to the front, my servants were anxious 
to get on, and, spite of lukewarmness and 
but little aid from the men of Dembea, the 
mules were laden and saddled by 10 a.m. 

My interpreters behaved mysteriously, coun- 
selling compliance with the Betwiddet's wishes 
for delay without assigning a sufficient reason ; 
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and I had long felt that no real assistance would 
coDie from them, as they invariably fell under 
the influence and intimidation of any Abyssinian 
possessed of power with whom our fortunes 
became involved. 

At length all was ready, and I mounted, feel- 
ing pleased to think that we were on the march 
again. At the gate I waited, expecting the ap- 
pearance of my host, and, after some delay, 
feeling impatient, went in search of him. I 
found him calmly sitting on the ground in front 
of a house, looking weary and undecided. At 
once, on seeing me, he burst into ecstasies. 

**How pleasant it is that you have come! I 
am about to breakfast, and you will now stay 
and share my frugal repast with me." 

All idea of commencing the day!s march 
seemed to have vanished from his mind once 
more, and he avoided reference to the subject. 
So I replied, 

*' But our journey, and the mules ?" 

"Oh, let them go on; we shall be shortly 
able to overtake them." 

There was reason in this, as, of course, bag- 
gage mules travel more slowly than mounted 
ones; so, sending on the servants and mules 
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with an escort, I joined the Betwiddet at his 
breakfast. 

We entered one of the large ordinary huts, 
he and I occupying a raised seat at the end, 
whilst the interpreters squatted on the right, 
and about fifty or sixty people, standing about 
inside, crowded the apartment in a circle around 
us. It was dark, hot, and stuffy. 

The breakfast was simple — brown bread, 
honey, milk, red pepper, and native beer — the 
most noteworthy incident being the manner in 
which the Governor quaffed the latter beverage, 
a performance approaching the superhuman. In 
huge drinking-cups formed from the largest 
buffalo horns, holding a quart and a half, he 
repeatedly buried the greater portion of his 
convivial countenance. Three times did I see 
that cup fully replenished, and on each occasion 
the disappearance of its contents with certainty 
preceded the re-appearance of his face beaming 
with the consciousness of a good action. But 
the quantity consumed in no way embarrassed 
the worthy gentleman, who seemed seriously 
concerned with my mean and inferior perform- 
ances. Always a genial host, he pressed upon 
me the soft bread and the fiery pepper, tearing 
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oflf large pieces, with which he insisted on feed- 
ing me himself, and my polite endeavours to 
please him by swallowing them, lit a furnace 
in my mouth and drew tears from my eyes. 
Well did I know that no residence in the coun- 
try, however lengthened, could ever accustom 
me to that spongy bread, blazing chili, and acid 
beer, and, at the risk of falling still lower in the 
estimation of all, I quaffed a big gourd full of 
milk, in that manner temporarily relieving the 
burning torture of toy throat. Apart also from 
distaste to the diet, I had already breakfasted, 
and was anxious to move forward on the day's 
march. 

Noticing my impatience, my host signified his 
acquiescence, and, rising from the couch, he 
guided his portly figure in the direction of the 
mules. It was now, however, eleven a.m., and 
the best part of the day was gone, which to a 
man fighting for hours was sufficiently aggra- 
vating. 

We started from Goramba in a south-easterly 
direction, and, passing almost at once a church 
on our left, held our course towards the Mo- 
getsch. Bizat Bey, inclined to be gay after his 
breakfast, and drawing my attention to the 
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sacred building, insisted on my saluting it, a 
request I found no difficulty in complying with, 
I was amused when, on my subsequently sneez- 
ing, he promptly turned round and wished me 
long life, the similarity to the custom in many 
European countries instantly striking me. 

" Maroo 1" (bless you) cried he, " it is not 
such a great distance to Debra Tabor, after all, 
and is but a matter of a few days. You will 
easily arrive there, and need not hurry." 

I pointed out to him that, if I reached that 
town after the king's departure, I might almost 
as well not arrive at all, a stern chase to Gojam 
being a far more extended journey than that to 
Debra Tabor. 

The river was soon reached. It is at this spot 
of inconsiderable breadth, and runs between 
high mud banks, the descent of which was not 
unattended with difficulty, especially as, on ar- 
riving at the stream, the bottom proved to be 
particularly soft and unsound, and the current 
swift and strong. 

On attaining the far side the governor dis- 
mounted, and I then, to my great disgust, per- 
ceived the baggage mules still in our rear,* having 
made a detour of sufficient length, combined with 
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a halt concealed by a clump of trees, to keep 
them well behind us. It was clearly not the 
intontioQ to press on quickly. We had, in the 
first place, to await their arrival ; this, of course, 
untuiled dismounting ; half an hour was con- 
auriicd In getting them across amidst a great 
deal of floundering and splashing, some of them 
slipping up on the banks, others losing their 
footing in the passage, whilst three or four elect- 
ed to drink, and a vexatious few backed their 
loads off into the stream, or commenced rolling 
witli their packs in the water. After all had 
riiuched the opposite side, and were once more 
ill motion, it then was a further matter of dif- 
ficulty to get the Betwiddet into action again, 
for, Iiaving once sat down, he was most obviously 
indiMpoHC'd to disturb his portly person, and this 
wuw the manner in which I observed his vast 
potutiuns told upon him. 

Tlie country here was very level, and broken 
only by thickets and small hillocks. At a short 
distance from the river stood the remains of an 
(indent brick-built monastery, moss and creeper- 
dad, and farther on a small village was reached, 
buyond which again the level ground was slightly 
viirit^d by high reeds and small bushes. 



FURTHER DETENTION. 149 

Here, to my annoyance, my fickle host an- 
nounced his intention of coursing with some 
greyhounds which he had with him, and a small 
antelope which bounded past was greeted by 
him with a delighted cry. Off went the hounds, 
and off went the Betwiddet. They disappeared 
behind some bushes, and I found myself left 
alone, wondering what it all meant, for it be- 
came obvious that every opportunity was made 
to deter and not to accelerate my advance. I 
collected the escort and mules together, but was 
told no farther movement could take place until 
the governor's return. In the meantime a large 
tree which overhung our path, producing a poor 
sort of cherry, afforded amusement to certain of 
the party, who commenced climbing its branches 
in search of the fruit, until, one adventurous indi- 
vidual stretching out on an unsound limb, it 
gave way with a loud snap and the unfortunate 
man fell with a heavy thud on the ground at my 
feet; he appeared much hurt and I feared in- 
ternal injury, for all our endeavours to assist 
him to rise were unavailing, and I awaited with 
increased anxiety the arrival of his master, as it 
was obvious no action would be taken until that 
event. 
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At length I saw hitn ambling gently along the 
narrow path, looking as unconcerned as con- 
scious iniquity permitted. On seeing the man 
lying on the ground, and being acquainted with 
the reason, he decided that he should be con- 
veyed to the village, to which, turning to me, he 
eaid he thought we had all better return and 
rest, adding, ^' It was late, this was the last 
village we should find for a very great distance ; 
it was going to rain, if we went farther there 
would be no food for the men that night, and 
they would be discontented. Yes, it would be 
decidedly advisable to halt, and go on next 
morning." 

This was too much, the sun was high in the 
heavens, it was a beautiful day, and we had 
barely covered a few miles since our departure, 
added to which the village in which he proposed 
to remain consisted of six miserable huts only, 
filthily dirty. I refused point-blank. I said 
that if, as was evident, he was disinclined to 
proceed, I must ask his permission to continue 
the march by myself, but that such unnecessary 
delay as he now proposed would never be con- 
sented to by me. My interpreter remonstrated 
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for him, but I moved off, and grunting dissent, 
the wicked governor slowly followed. 

I now marched resolutely forward in advance, 
determined to give no farther heed to obstruc- 
tions, and plunged into a wood of small trees 
through which the path led. After threading a 
devious way through this, crossing a dried-up 
watercourse, and passing two curious isolated 
mounts, crowned with inevitable churches, we 
turned to the right, and shortly emerged on the 
shores of the great lake. Here, to my delight, 
we met men arriving from the king's army and 
heralding the approach of Ras Areya, who they 
stated would certainly reach Dembea in the 
course of two days. 

They volunteered the information that Johan- 
nes expected us, that we ought to travel as 
rapidly as possible, or should most certainly not 
reach Debra Tabor before his departure. This 
was decisive, and nothing more was at present 
urged to prevent our advance. We were now 
on the highway, and the struggle at the small 
village had been the turning-point on which 
victory depended. If Ras Areya was on his way 
to Frangar, the farther from his home and the 
nearer to Debra Tabor my meeting with him 
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took place, obviously the less chance there was 
of my being turned back and dealt with by him, 
in place of reaching the king, which, it seemed 
to me, was the object sought to be attained. The 
governor, however, travelled in silence, and was 
sulky, and placed the greatest possible distance 
between himself and me. 

After following the border of the lake for a 
short distance, the road turned off again to the 
left through small wooded tracts similar to those 
we had lately quitted, and we crossed another 
waterless river-bed, then ascending some gradually 
rising ground, came in front of the mountains of 
Begumder, which here edge down to the lake 
opposite the isle of Mitraha, and the entrance to 
the province was made through a narrow defile 
about twenty yards wide, mountains rising on 
both sides; on the right hand, perched at a 
sujficient elevation to command a view of all 
travellers arriving from either direction, a small 
sentry shed with two occupants projected, the 
representatives of the Customs of Begumder. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The High-road — Camp Followers — Wounded — Approach of 
the Ras — ^Emfras — Tents — Curious Birds — Bivouac — 
Watchfulness — The Betwiddet Bizat Bey leaves me — 
His Legacy — Lamgu^ — ^Lake deserted — Scenery — Fog- 
gora — ^Dara — ^The Road — Batah — Faag — The Reb— 
Bridge — Facilidas — The Ras's Son — ^A Prisoner — 
Amoora Gedal. 

WE were now on a main highway of the 
country, for at the entrance to the defile 
a road on our left arrived direct from Gondar, 
whilst along the lake lay the most frequented 
route to the provinces north and west of Lake 
Tzana. The way was enlivened by numerous 
travellers of all descriptions, and afforded a 
pleasing contrast to the unfrequented bye-routes 
by which we had been previously guided: 
soldiers on foot carrying spears, officers armed 
with swords on horseback, mounted officials 
with large retinues mostly pedestrain, others 
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with two or three foUowers, vivandi^res, beggars, 
and every sort of camp-follower, priests with 
huge white turbans and crucifixes, all passed by 
in turns, and cripples, with every description of 
deformity and disfiguring ailment, lined the road 
and besought alms. I noticed that many of the 
warriors, returning to their various homes, quitted 
to follow Johannes to the battle-field, were 
bearing back very ugly wounds inflicted by the 
blunt and clumsy weapons wielded by their 
foes. Everybody having authority urged on me 
speed and diligence, stating that I had beea 
expected for days, and that the king had 
appointed to leave for Gojam the day after the 
morrow. Shortly after, some men passed carry- 
ing portions of Ras Areya's bedstead, a massive 
construction of cedar adorned with thick pewter 
ornaments, one of the only articles of pretentious 
furniture I saw during my stay in the country. 
This looked indeed like a near approach, and I 
hastened on. 

The mountains, especially on the right hand of 

the Pass, were well wooded, and the low land 

of the island of Mitraha presented a mass of 

heavy foliage rising from the bosom of the lake, 

ts church showing out obscurely from its midst. 
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On emerging from the defile, the nciountains 
on the left receded in a semi-circle, closing in 
again at a short distance in our front. We were 
now traversing the district of Emfras, the prin- 
cipal industry of which is tent-making, and 
several tent villages were scattered about the 
plain. The inhabitants of these easily moved 
abodes shift their site as fancy dictates, but 
remain in a circuit defined by custom. The 
tents in use are composed of thick black cloth, 
tolerably waterproof, and triangular in shape; 
they are supported by two upright and one 
connecting pole, are pegged from their lower 
edges to the ground, but have no guy ropes, and 
their ordinary length is about eight feet, width 
six feet, and centre height six feet. They are, 
however, made in all sizes for sale, and the larger 
sorts are often constructed in partitions capable of 
being joined at the will of the owner. 

Hardly was the Custom-house passed when 
I became sensible of the presence of Bizat 
Bey once more; he merely mentioned that 
his territory had ceased, that he had pre- 
viously warned the Governor of Begumder of 
our intended arrival, but that up to the 
present time no answer had been returned, and 
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that he feared he was absent in attendance on 
the king; if, therefore, I was determined to 
proceed, he would stretch his duty so much as 
to accompany me as far as Lamgu6, but that the 
approach of Ras Areya made his presence in 
Frangar a necessity, and that he was a poor old 
man and very tired. This was slightly apolo- 
getic, and I saw that the gentleman, deceitful on 
most subjects, was certainly truthful on this 
occasion, so I replied that I hoped he would go 
on until dusk, when we would arrange about 
our farther movements. The road was fortu- 
nately a very good and even one, being well 
marked by much trajfic, and we proceeded at 
our best pace; this, however, with laden mules 
can rarely exceed three miles an hour. 

About five p.m. I was perplexed with a sight 
which caused me to doubt the reliability of my 
vision, and for a time I felt I must be labouring 
under a delusion. Floating before me in the air 
were birds — not, however, ordinary birds, but 
birds performing their flight with four visible 
wings, two in the ordinary position, but two also 
placed above those, and connected with them by 
a thin ligament, which followed exactly the mo- 
tion of the lower ones. Steady investigation, 
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however, proved that my eyes were not in fault, 
and I have since heard that in central Africa 
these four- winged birds, or bats, are not Uncom- 
mon. Their flight was not rapid, but wavering 
and bat-like. The little slave-boy, Hassan, 
evinced no surprise, and informed me that he 
had seen similar specimens in his native land. 

Whilst pondering over these aerial visitors, 
I had fallen slightly to the rear, and now found 
myself at the edge of a small rivulet, accom- 
panied only by Mahomed. After crossing this, 
the path veered off slightly to the left, and I 
suddenly made the unpleasant discovery that it 
was growing dusk, and that I had lost sight of 
the remainder of our party. However, 1 knew 
that they must be in front, so trotted on, and, 
after a short search, discovered that they had 
come to a halt a quarter of a mile to the left of 
the road, and were preparing for the night's 
quarters. The Governor was absolutely knocked 
up, and told me in quavering tones that all his 
men had left to either return to Frangar or seek 
refreshment. 

The camping-ground was well chosen, flat, 
and bounded by a small stream on one side ; 
hills rose on the left hand, and hills again were 
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dimly visible on our front. We formed a circle 
close around the mules, which were unladen, 
and, being first all joined together by the long 
leathern baggage-strings, were at different points 
prevented from roaming by pegs driven into the 
ground. From the appearance of large bundles 
of hay, which I noticed satisfying the mules' 
appetites in about an hour, I saw that the Go- 
vernor's men had not really gone very far, as it 
was evident these must have been collected by 
them from neighbouring houses, and although it 
was too dark to distinguish any habitations, I 
could distinctly hear an occasional barking from 
wide-awake watch-dogs. 

Our halting-place, situated on the plains of 
Lamgu^ which stretched away on our right to 
the lake, boasted a small mound, and this was 
at once appropriated by Mahomed as the kitch- 
en, a protection for the fire being necessary 
from the wind, which commenced to blow light- 
ly across our bivouac with a bitter cold air. I 
was, however, much disgusted on discovering 
that all the wild duck, save one, had been con- 
sumed, in Mahomed's jealous fears lest they might 
spoil. Life was at this time generally recruited 
by fowls, for I had found the meat so indifferent 
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as to be almost uneatable ; the beef was musky, 
the mutton lean ; it was diflScult to keep either 
sufficiently long to become tender, and the do- 
mestic bird was therefore an inevitable daily 
necessity. Any departure from the monotonous 
repetition of chickens was of course approved of 
by my domestics as well as by myself, and the 
wild duck of Goramba had pleased the palates 
of the children of the Soudan. 

Our beds were of course on the ground, but, 
as I observed that the Governor was without 
that luxury, and had no aids to comfort, I now 
held out the olive branch by sending him my 
two candle-lamps, and arranging screens to pro- 
tect them from the wind, formed by some mule- 
pads, which answered the purpose moderately 
well. European preserved viands he received 
with pleasure, but was prevented by religious 
scruples from consuming anything which had 
been killed by or passed through the hands of a 
Mussulman. 

The pleasure of my evening meal was some- 
what destroyed by the wind, which was very 
fresh, and puffs of which extinguished my lan- 
terns, suffering sadly from an absence of glass. 
I, however, mentally resolved that there was no 
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sleep for me, as I intended to keep watch all 
night to prevent any possible treachery ; for it 
was perfectly easy for any ill-intentioned indivi- 
dual to stop me very effectually from farther 
progress by setting loose the mules during the 
night, and driving them off in various directions. 
Even if eventually recovered, which would be 
improbable, the mischief caused by the delay 
would be irreparable. I had no fear of being 
prevented by violence from going forward, but I 
was convinced that it was necessary to maintain 
a constant vigilance against the subtle tricks in 
which the Abyssinian is an adept. 

It was a long and weary night. The mules 
were restless, and I constantly imagined I de- 
tected stealthy forms sneaking amongst them ; 
and when two or three, becoming entangled 
with each other, kicked and plunged in efforts 
to get free, I made sure that mischief was afoot. 
Twice I saw the envoy leave his straw-bed and 
wander off in the gloom, coming, after a long 
detour, past my resting-place and scanning me 
narrowly. This was the man I most suspected, 
and I allowed him to see that I was vigilant 
and wakeful. Then men came straggling in, 
having been in quest of food, and, lying down 
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to take a short rest, selected positions in the 
vicinity of the mules' packs, or behind the naules, 
these affording them a slight shelter from the 
chilly wind ; the animals were of course dis- 
turbed on each occasion and made uneasy. The 
night overhead was moderately fine, but smoke- 
coloured clouds were flying about, obscuring 
the blue sky and constantly concealing the 
stars, disputing with them prominence of posi- 
tion in the heavens ; dogs barked distantly, 
keeping nocturnal watch ; hyaenas howled angri- 
ly in answer, and, thoroughly tired out, I found 
great difficulty in resisting sleep. Altogether, 
I was not sorry when early dawn gave me an 
excuse to rise, and replace by the day's activity 
the more wearying vigil of the night. 

The Betwiddet, who bore signs of undoubted 
fatigue, at once, on rising, acquainted me with 
his determination to immediately return to Fran- 
gar, but he said, as nothing had been arranged 
by the Governor of Begumder for my farther 
progress, it was his intention to give me six of 
his own m6n, appointing one as a leader ; they 
were all trustworthy servants, would see after 
the mules, guide me on the road, and follow 
me to the king; when I again saw him^ he 
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should ask me for an account of their conduct, 
which he was sure would be a favourable one. 

Of these men I may here mention that they 
remained with me until my return to Frangar ; 
were unvaryingly attentive and diligent; saved 
me all the personal trouble I had previously 
undergone in taking direction of the loading 
and unloading of the mules ; and the leader I 
found perpetually near me, having obviously 
constituted himself my body-guard. 

After an affectionate farewell with the Bet- 
widdet — for with all his insincerity he had been 
by far the most agreeable Abyssinian I had 
yet encountered — I started at 5 a.m., and went 
off at a good pace, which was sustained across 
the plains of Lamgu6; a tract of country re- 
sembling the earlier levels passed on the pre- 
vious days, but smaller in extent. The lake 
was visible on our right hand at intervals, and 
small isolated mounts rose here and there ; and 
when a rather sharp curve to the left, leading 
over a break in a mountain chain, was reach- 
ed, as we ascended its heights distant views of the 
south end of Lake Tzana broke upon us, whilst 
the flat level of Foggora ran below our right 
front. 
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No sail specked the calm surface of the lake, 
and when I asked my guides the reason of 
this absence of life the answer returned was, 
that at present the principal islands were oc- 
cupied by the late Governor of Dagossa, who, 
I have previously stated, was in revolt ; that he 
had seized all the boats, causing a cessation of 
communication between the islands and the main- 
land. I doubt the existence at all times of any- 
thing more advanced in shipbuilding than mere 
rafts. 

The route ran through a succession of valleys 
and defiles, where waving palms and huge flow- 
ering cacti grew in luxuriant abundance ; masses 
of a dense red-blossomed creeper, covering the 
ground and climbing the rocks, fell in clusters 
around us, the whole frequently combining in such 
happy natural arrangement as to resemble artist- 
ic and garden-like grouping. Honeysuckle and 
convolvuli loaded the air with perfume, and 
tiny, bubbling torrents murmured busily from 
mountain clefts. Precipitous rocks bounded 
these riches of fragrance and bloom with lofty, 
towering walls, their summits crowned with 
quaint blocks and masses of detached stone 

clinging together and assuming fantastic and 
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picturesque shapes ; whilst at times, overhanging 
the valley, they threatened momentarily to 
break from their apparently tottering and pro- 
jecting positions, and crash thundering on the 
sward below. 

Gradually completing the ascent, we gained 
the undulating crest of a range of hills running 
in an easterly direction and enclosing Foggcra 
on its northern side, the lake washing its wes- 
tern shore, whilst a farther chain at its southern 
extremity, at a distance of about eight miles, 
hid from us the district of Dara. We passed 
innumerable churches, many small villages, and 
the stream of camp-followers meeting us was 
incessant. Our journey was effected without 
the slightest molestation, in the most perfect 
security, and constantly, when accident brought 
us in contact with men of obvious consideration, 
bound in the same direction as myself, they 
would accompany me, putting all sorts of ques- 
tions : curious as to my clothing, food, and 
customs, but especially as to my religion, behav- 
ing always with goodwill and perfect politeness ; 
I seemed to have left rudeness and insult at the 
frontier. 

My statement that I was a Christian was ever 
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received with much approval, but disappoint- 
ment was evinced at my being unable to produce 
the national emblem, a blue cord around the 
neck, it being hard to convince them that all 
Christian nations were not possessed of the same 
distinctive badge of baptism. 

The highway was traversed freely by all, the 
young and extremely aged being both represent- 
ed. It must, however, be confessed that on 
several occasions lawlessness and licence were 
exhibited on the part of swaggering warriors, 
and many were the appropriations of cooking- 
pots and pans from weaker wayfarers of which I 
was a witness ; and once in my presence an old 
woman was despoiled not only of her domestic 
utensils but of a huge bundle of wild-peas which 
she was conveying home for the family meal. 
Still, when it is considered that we were now 
meeting the members of an army disbanded ou 
the close of the campaign en masse^ the men 
composing it being simply told to find their way 
to their homes, it cannot be considered surpris- 
ing that, unchecked by any , visible restraint, 
they should help themselves on the road in a 
country where might is undoubted right. 1 saw 
no cruel violence exhibited, nor arms employed ; 
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in fact the resistance was usually so slight, was 
possibly regarded as so hopeless, that it might 
have been supposed the custom of the country 
was being followed, and that no infraction of 
national law was involved in these acts of spolia- 
tion. 

We now, shortly after midday, halted opposite 
the porch of the church of Faag, in the district 
of Batah, in which most of my Abyssinian fol- 
lowers hastened to pay their devotions. The 
village was built on the slope of the hill adjoin- 
ing, and consisted of several portions, each fenced 
in by a high reed-hedge ; and the district of 
Batah is generally employed in the construction 
of native cotton cloths, and three qualities of 
whiskey. I had previously met caravans of 
mules conveying cotton-bales on our route whilst 
stopping at Lamgue. The manufactures are 
extremely coarse, and are of the two descrip- 
tions principally used in the universal male gar- 
ment. The best spirit was much inferior to that 
which I had tasted at the Betwiddet's family 
mansion ; the inferior sorts were simply detest- 
able, rank and harsh in taste, and brown in 
colour. 

Quitting Faag, we rode along the crest of the 
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hills, aad^ about a mile farther, we passed a large 
monastery and market-place. We were now jour- 
neying in company with an aged official who had 
arrived from the distant province of Kwara, on 
his road to meet the Ras. A mounted attendant 
preceded him, carrying his sword, which I took 
a private opportunity of examining, easily brib- 
ing the bearer with a few pinches of powdered 
tobacco. It was unlike those usually worn, was 
straight and broad, very long and heavy in the 
blade, covered with a dull red scabbard much 
ornamented with silver, and bore an inscription 
on its steel surface. The venerable proprietor 
himself travelled by very short daily stages, and 
did not at all seem to understand my proposal 
to reach Amoura Gedal that evening. 

The road shortly descended once more into 
the plains through a thick shrubbery, the various 
scented woods and wild plants exhaling fre- 
quently a very powerful and pleasant odour, 
and in about two hours after quitting Faag we 
crossed the bridge spanning the Reb, attributed 
to Facilidas. The stream at this spot is con- 
siderable, but bridges in this country are very 
unusual, and I was therefore surprised to see 
one on so ambitious a scale. It consisted of 



168 A VISIT TO ABYSSINIA. 

three arches very substantially built of brick, 
surmounted by a causeway twenty feet wide, 
and as the river here runs between high banks 
it was naturally raised a considerable height 
above the stream. It was much out of repair, 
and bore signs of wanton injury. 

Facilidas, who reigned from 1632 to 1665, 
and restored the national religion, expelling the 
Portuguese priesthood, who had succeeded in 
temporarily making Roman Catholicism the 
established faith, is a favourite Abyssinian 
monarch, and to him are attributed most of the 
buildings superior in size and solidity to any 
attempted in more recent days. Of these now 
unfortunately only ruins exist. It seems more 
probable, however, that they were constructed 
at a rather earlier date, and were the work of 
the Portuguese artizans imported by zealous and 
ambitious missionaries in 1600. 

A level tract of varying width, enclosed by low 
mountain ranges, loosely covered with shrubs 
and trees, now led. us towards Amoura Gedal, 
and at 4.30 a.m., at the foot of the remarkable 
isolated rock which rises erect from the plains, 
we were able to distinguish the tents of the Ras's 
encampment, and about the same period met his 
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eldest son, who was hurrying on in advance, 
accompanied by a few attendants, armed with 
paternal permission to make the best of his way 
to Frangar. He informed me that I should find 
his father resting for the night, but that the king 
would undoubtedly quit Debra Tabor on the 
morrow, or next day at latest. Advising me to 
press on in order to' obtain an interview with 
Ras Areya that evening, he passed on his 
way. 

I had lately often noticed on the route a laden 
donkey, driven by a man on foot, which seemed 
to constitute one of our party. On those occasions 
when I had found him in front of me, the driver 
had used the opportunity to beg a pinch of 
tobacco to be used as snuff, and I had supposed 
that he was a wayfarer journeying in the same 
direction, who had joined himself to a larger 
party for companionship and safety. At this 
stage of our march there suddenly appeared 
another fellow-traveller, whom I at once recog-' 
nized as a retainer of Barambaras, by name 
Arattah, who, mounted on one of my mules, 
also cheerfully constituted himself a member of 
my caravan, driving before him a wretched 
manacled being, who was forced to keep pace 
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with the mules. On inquiry I found that the 
donkey was bearing presents to Eas Areya ; the 
prisoner was also on his way to the great man 
to take his trial, having been concerned in the 
revolt in Dagossa, both being forwarded by the 
border chief. 

I had a shrewd suspicion that Barambaras had 
availed himself of these excuses to place in my 
party some one who should be able to carry 
back a report of my proceedings to him, and, in 
any case, I confess I felt indignant at having 
been made use of as a sort of prison van by the 
"key of the frontier." My near approach, 
however, to the most powerful subject in the 
kingdom made me indifferent to minor matters, 
and I now sent forward the Abyssinian interpre- 
ter to ascertain in what spot in the vicinity of the 
Ras I might make my encampment, and at what 
hour I could obtain an interview. He was ac- 
companied by Gooroo Pooroo, the messenger to 
the Soudan, who was himself a native of Dembea 
and a subject of the Ras, but who, up to the 
present, had been rather an encumbrance than 
an aid to me. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Granite Pillar — ^The Ras's Encampment — ^My Camp — 
Toilette — Interview —Are you a Christian ?-^Present» 
— Rain — ^Night — Baijemout Ingeddah — Have you a 
Watch? — ^Leave Amoura Gedal — Eoad to Debra 
Tabor — Debra Tabor. 

IN a large open space, surrounded on three 
sides by mountains, rose an extraordinary 
conical pillar of bare granite rock, three hundred 
feet in height, tapering gradually to its summit, 
and destitute, save at its base, of all vegetation. 
It stood out in strong relief, a vast natural 
obelisk. 

Formed in a large ring at its base the numerous 
tents of the encampment were spread about; two 
circular white ones of large size, conspicuous 
amongst the smaller ordinary ones, which are 
triangular in shape and black in colour, indicated 
the abode of Ras Areya. Many of the less 
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favoured soldiery formed groups on the ground, 
and were huddled around fires, used not so 
much for culinary purposes as grateful in the 
cool evenings for the warmth obtained from 
them. Mules and horses were tethered to pegs 
in the centre space, and outside the ring again 
were gathered camp-followers, male and female, 
of all degrees of dirt and misery. 

My messengers returned with a species of 
camp master of the ceremonies, who pointed out 
to me the direction in which it was advisable 
for me to take up my quarters, and Gooroo 
Pooroo departed once more to learn at what 
hour an interview could be fixed, the Ras being 
at that time, I was informed, asleep. My ar- 
rangements were easily made. I selected some 
rather low ground, sheltered from the wind by 
a rising bank and some short thick bushes ; 
along this my mules were tethered in a line, 
whilst the men composing my party occupied 
the inner ground beyond them, the guides sleep- 
ing at intervals between the mules. Pack- 
saddles and heavy baggage were piled *up at 
different points around us, for it was necessary 
to make a disposition calculated to defeat the 
predatory instincts of the many idlers and camp- 
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followers attracted by the Ras's progress. There 
was, however, one discomfort which it was be- 
yond my power to mitigate or guard against; 
the rain, beginning in a mountain drizzle, was 
shortly upon us in torrents. 

Our preparations had not been completed 
without drawing together a considerable crowd 
of spectators, who viewed all my movements 
with lively curiosity ; and as it became necessary 
for me, as an Egyptian representative, to appear 
before the Ras in the imposing national garment 
described in an earlier chapter, they really were 
provided later on with an amusing entertain- 
ment. In an open field, with an umbrella held 
over my head, for it was raining heavily, I com- 
menced my toilette. Each piece of clothing 
was drawn from a box, in which I sat in a 
cross-legged position, the ground being wet and 
muddy, and as I removed or replaced each 
article on my person, a loud murmur went up 
from my audience commemorative of the event, 
and my only means of concealment from their 
curiosity was the insertion of my feet and legs 
in the said box. It was perplexing and ab- 
surd, and I am forced to add that the final 
effect produced on the native mind was not 
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commensurate with the trouble undergone, and 
my tout ensemble in the black frock coat and red 
tarboosh was greeted with a shout derisive rather 
than congratulatory. 

The evening was drawing on, and I had re- 
ceived as yet no answer. I grew impatient, for 
I knew that I could not proceed without Ras 
Areya s permission, and, if I did not see him 
this day, I should be obliged to accompany him 
on his return journey on the morrow. Arattah 
then volunteered to go in search of a reply. 
This means I certainly had no faith in, for there 
is considerable etiquette observed in approaching 
a man of the Ras's position, and I did not be- 
lieve he would be even allowed in the vicinity 
of the great man's abode. I determined, there- 
fore, to brave all breach of rule, and, taking my 
interpreter, I walked straight through the guards 
as far as the principal tent, to the obvious trepi- 
dation of the beholders. I was subsequently 
informed that the penalty of such transgression 
is the loss of the right hand. 

At the door I was stopped by a chamberlain, 
to whom I made known my wishes, accompanied 
by a gift quietly conveyed by the Abyssinian 
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linguist, and I then discovered that this was the 
first formal request made for an interview, my 
messenger not having as yet dared or thought 
fit to prefer my demand. I was asked into the 
first or exterior tent, which was quite bare, 
while the official disappeared into the inner one. 
After a short interval, he returned, asking me 
to wait. In a few minutes a couch was brought 
in and carpets laid down, and almost immedi- 
ately several officers about the Ras's person 
entered, and then, supported on either side by 
two retainers, the Ras himself. He was placed 

« 

in a recumbent position on the couch, and either 
really was, or affected to be, much fatigued. 

Between seventy and eighty years of age, 
slight of figure, and of medium height, his 
marked, stern features formed one of the most 
hard and merciless faces 1 have ever encoun- 
tered. His eyes, slightly filmy, were cold and 
pitiless, giving an impression of being lighter in 
colour than they really were ; the mouth, de- 
pressed at the corners and thin-lipped, was firm 
and inflexible ; whilst the hands, thin and nerv- 
ous, moved restlessly about his person. In 
attire he was most simple ; his garment was the 
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usual one, and no pretension or masquerade of 
state was attempted by this real, if not nominal, 
ruler of the country. 

I was seated on a carpet at his right hand, 
my two interpreters occupying positions next 
me. About ten favoured officials lined the left 
side of the tent, standing, one of his sons alone 
being permitted a less formal position in his 
presence. The latter, about thirty years of age, 
was heavy in person and aspect, arid bore but 
slight traces of resemblance to his parent. 

The two attendants who had supported the 
Ras on his entrance continued busily engaged in 
rubbing and tapping his limbs, subjecting him to 
a sort of shampooing process. Apparently 
benefited by this treatment, in a few minutes he 
turned a long, scrutinizing glance upon me, and, 
after a few customary greetings, explained that 
he suffered much from bodily aches, and was 
now tired out with the ride from Debra Tabor. 
" Was I a Christian ?" he asked. I replied that 
all Englishmen were of that religion, but had 
barely finished my remark when Ahmed burst 
into an exclamation, 

'' Anna Christus ! Anna Christus I I am a 
Christian." 
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Now of course everything respecting us was 
well known, and Ahnaed's nationality and belief 
were no secrets. 

The envoy who had accompanied us from 
Keddarif and was present, at once made a 
subdued but derisive snort, and smiles of a 
mocking and amused description passed amongst 
the surrounding officials. However, the Ras, 
though obviously incredulous, made no farther 
remark on the subject than that he was pleased 
to hear it, and then commenced a more length- 
ened speech, treating Ahmed's sudden and 
craven disavowal of his faith with obvious indif- 
ference. I knew well that such was Ahmed's 
disquietude at this period touching the safety of 
his valuable frame, that the wildest proposition 
made to him to become Mormon, or even total 
abstainer, would have met with a ready and 
instantaneous assent. Ras Areya commenced 
his address in a weary tone, but increased in 
vigour and animation as he proceeded, and it 
was clear to me that his will and energy were 
superior to his worn-out corporeal frame. He 
had left Debra Tabor, he said, that morning, and 
had heard of my arrival in the country some 
time past; he had hoped to have seen me in 
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conjunction with the king, and to have arranged 
such matters as were presented for settlement 
by the Governor-General of the Soudan on the 
part of the Egyptian Government ; but unable to 
remain longer at Debra Tabor, his presence 
being required in Dembea, he should see me on 
my return from the king. In order that my 
road might be rendered easy from this point, he 
should furnish me with a servant of his house- 
hold, who would act as guide and chamberlain 
during my residence in the country. He finished 
with many civil speeches respecting the Governor- 
General, and hoped to see me early in the 
morning. This terminated my interview, and I 
withdrew. 

A first visit in Abyssinia to a man of posi- 
tion is a merely formal and complimentary- 
one, and, however pressed for time, before 
business matters can be considered and 
discussed the visit must be repeated. I 
therefore mentioned to the chamberlain that 
I was provided with presents which it would 
be better to give as soon as possible, in face of 
the very early hour which would be sure to be 
selected for the Ras's departure in the morn- 
ing ; and hardly had I reached my temporary 
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abode when a fresh servant arrived to say that 
the presents could be received as soon as I 
pleased. 

On ray second entrance to the minister's pres- 
ence, ten years seemed to have been removed 
from his head ; his face was brightened with the 
promised excitement of something novel, and it 
was evident that an almost boyish eagerness 
existed to examine the foreign gifts. Obviously 
much pleased with all, especially with two 
Winchester rifles and ammunition, at the sight 
of which his eyes glittered, he broke into com- 
plimentary speeches respecting the Governor- 
Oeneral, and, once fairly wound up, forgot his 
illness and fatigue in the truly national keenness 
for acquisition. At least five times I was called 
upon to explain the principle of loading and 
unloading one of the rifles, and trembled when 
the demon of curiosity prompted him to the 
modest request that I would take it to pieces 
and re-construct it. I explained that, as I might 
very possibly succeed in taking it to pieces, but 
fail in the second portion of the proposed task, 
it would be better to believe in the weapon 
without an investigation of its interior. In this 
he acquiesced, after everyone in the tent had 

n2 
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had his life in jeopardy on at least half a dozen 
occasions by the weapon being directed at his 
heady whilst one or the other of the Ras's 
favourites went through the motions of loading 
with ball cartridge in a naive and experimental 
manner. 

Honey-wine then made its appearance, and^ 
during the consumption of two decanters of this 
beverage, the Ras made his concluding harangue. 

^' Doubtless I had heard that he was the king's 
chosen councillor, and that the real administra- 
tion of all national matters rested in his hands. 
I should go forward and see Johannes, but the 
eventual dispensation of affairs would be decided 
by him, for which I should have to return to 
Frangar. He was by right himself a sovereign 
prince, but his son (figurative) reigned in his 
stead, and he was satisfied. Do not believe 
those who tell you I am your enemy. We are 
one." 

After this afi^able speech — which brought the 
visit to a conclusion — I retired, heartily pleased 
that my journey to Debra Tabor was not to be 
interrupted, and that things had so far gone 
well. 

Unhappily the rain had increased to a steady 
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downpour, and the night was dark and miser- 
able. A small pool had collected around the 
spot selected by me for my night's rest, and, 
although I arranged my umbrella over my head 
and my waterproof-coat over my legs, my bed 
formed an island in a small lake, and was wet 
through; thus it was useless trying to cheat 
oneself into the idea that any portion of one's 
person was really dry. Spite of weariness — for 
we had ridden twelve hours this day, ten yester- 
day, and I had had no sleep for two nights — I 
remained wakeful, and listened to the rain pat- 
tering steadily down, whilst a dim flash in front 
of me, with an occasional metallic clank, revealed 
the presence of the miserable prisoner, philo- 
sophically soaking on probably the last occasion 
before torture and death. His gaoler sat beside 
him, a lantern between them, and administered 
his supper, placing soppy pieces of bread in his 
mouth ; and I thought it hard that his last meal 
and his last hours should be rendered so un- 
pleasantly moist ; but civilized habits and men- 
tal pursuits unfit men for rude hardships, and 
although the being of cultivated tastes may pass 
through the same rough trials for a time as the 
houseless savage, the habit of life of the one is 
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the avoidance, the daily use of the other the 
endurance of bodily discomfort. With educated 
man, to a great extent, literary culture pursued 
in pleasant retreats supersedes corporeal fa- 
tigue and exposure to inclement seasons ; and he 
who has once known luxury and ease has the 
])Ower of making comparisons which aggravate 
disagreeable positions and render him less toler- 
ant of misery. 

I have no doubt, to the man whom I was 
pitying, the condition of the weather was a 
matter of supreme indifference, born of a life- 
long disregard to climatic changes ; and surely ' 
the saying that " knowledge is power," might 
well be supplemented by one equally true, that 
knowledge is care ; for all knowledge increases 
mental responsibility and action, and every past 
experience of pleasure or pain creates an attend- 
ant train of thought sure to be evoked and re- 
produced at some future period in happy or sad 
reminiscence. When memory takes a mournful 
phase relating to moments repented and beyond 
recall, it is entitled conscience or remorse, and is 
the more serious form of retrospect ; but this 
rule of mental action applies equally to the 
lighter events of life, and the Nemesis of self- 
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indulgence awaits us throughout our future in 
small or great regrets. At the present naoment 
I remembered, with sislf-reproach and sadness, 
that I had left my tent behind me at Chelga, 
and useless visions of the dry interior afforded 
by its protecting folds unsettled my mental com- 
posure. A heavy thunderstorm completed the 
rigours of the night. 

In the early morning, about 5 a.m., I took 
Ahmed and Fadl el Moula to pay the Ras a 
farewell visit. I found his tents already struck, 
and the minister was sitting on the ground in a 
rather dirty wrapper, the centre figure of about 
twenty friends, in the midst of whom flared up a 
large wood fire. A short conversation ensued, 
then calling to him a member of his household 
standing a slight distance off, he introduced him 
to me as my future factotum, under the slightly 
difficult appellation of Bai-jer-nont Ingeddah. I 
was in the act of calculating how long it took a 
people so wonderfully christened to know their 
own names, and was quitting the group, after 
leave-taking, when Ras Areya suddenly asked 
me if I had a watch to spare. 

Now watches were at a premium with me, 
both mine being damaged, but I remembered 
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that Ahmed was possessed of a stout and un- 
reliable silver timepiece, which, boasting all 
modern improvements, keyless, and jewelled in 
innumerable holes, had cost originally £4 in 
Kartoum, equivalent to about £3 in Europe. 
Wishing to please the Ras, and bearing in mind 
the many times my Egyptian friend had volun- 
teered self-sacrifice, I at once presented this 
valuable article, which 1 extracted from the 
dragoman's pocket, with thanks to him for the 
self-denial which prompted the offer; but Ah- 
med's smile in return was sallow and sickly, and 
I doubted whether he considered his watch 
amongst those things peculiarly suited as pres- 
ents to les hauts personnages. The Ras re- 
ceived the watch with thanks, after which T took 
ray departure. 

In an hour no vestige of the camp remained, 
and, quitting Amoura Gedal in torrents of rain, 
we commenced the ascent of some mountains on 
the right, leading in a southerly direction ; but 
the mist was so thick that little was to be seen, 
and the track was both narrow and slippery. 
Rough ascents and rougher descents constituted 
the route, which led always over mountains, and 
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the distance of ten nailes took us several hours 
to accomplish. 

Bai-jer-nont Ihgeddah, my new guide, slight 
in face and person, about thirty-five years of 
age, of strongly-marked aquiline features and 
prominent dark eyes, led the way apparently 
well-intentioned and civil, a national disregard 
for the torrents which fell without intermission 
characterizing his progress ; but, shortly after 
starting, one of the mules broke down and had 
to be left behind, his burden being shifted to 
another, and by this time all the animals were 
terribly weary with hard work and insufficient 
food — indeed, I had to perform much of the 
journey on foot, the paths being too steep and 
stony for my worn-out quadruped. 

At length, on gaining the ridge of a lofty 
eminence after one of the worst and longest 
ascents, the church of Gaffat and Mount of Debra 
Tabor appeared in the distance, and inspired me 
with renewed zeal. A long, undulating sweep 
of down also furnished better going, and I kept 
riding towards the distant goal in a steady, per- 
sistent manner, but was somewhat disappointed 
later on to find that the object first taken to be 
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Debra Tabor was in truth the large church close 
to the hill of Gaffat, some two miles nearer to 
us. Still a winding path, surpassing in difficulty 
all we had previously encountered, led gradually 
into a plain beneath, and held forth hopes of a 
speedy termination to our march ; and, progress- 
ing more rapidly along the flat, we shortly came 
below the church which had raised prematurely 
our hopes in the distance. 

This building differed in some degree from 
the many previously seen, an ambitious design 
having originally existed to surround the whole 
of the mount on which it stood with successive 
flights of steps from the base to the summit. 
This idea had been, however, but imperfectly 
fulfilled, and two sides only were completed. 
The district of Debra Tabor, the capital of the 
province of Begumder, occupies four eminences, 
of which this church crowns one. On another, 
Gaffat, immediately adjacent, several small vil- 
lages were scattered, and the ground at its base 
was covered with extensive remains of forts and 
foundries. At a slight distance, also, the ruins 
of a stone-built town were still visible. 

Debra Tabor, created originally by Ras Giksa, 
is of small importance until the reign of Theo- 
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dorus, who, after he had established himself in 
supreme authority, evinced a preference for the 
southern provinces, and moved the . court to 
Debra Tabor. The European workmen whom 
he detained were stationed at Gaffat, and stone- 
built houses were constructed for them, but of 
these the remains only can be traced, for, on his 
hasty departure for Magdala, they were razed to 
the ground and Debra Tabor was burned. 

Theodoras, the Abyssinian monarch with 
whom Europeans are best acquainted, was an 
illustration of the instability of an uncivilized 
nature, and the man who had been distinguished 
throughout his earlier successful career by jus- 
tice and humanity — unusual qualities, which, 
combined with undoubted courage, had raised 
him to great popularity in the country — whein 
overtaken by adversity lapsed quickly into bar- 
barism, and, steeping his better inclinations in 
drunkenness, commemorated his downfall with 
the usual cruelties of the savage. He is still, 
however, favourably remembered and spoken of. 

There is but little reticence exercised in con- 
versing on the English invasion, and the Abys- 
sinians are distinguished by less swagger and 
belief in their invincibility than are the inhabit- 
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ants of most secluded kingdoms. There is no 
overweening faith in national power against 
foreigners, and it was clear that, however 
damaging to the pride of the country, the ex- 
pedition had left a deep-seated and wide-spread 
impression of English might and far-reaching 
striking power. I noticed this the more as T 
had years previously in another self-contained 
land encountered the reverse, and no Chinaman 
ever admitted or believed that his country had 
been actually worsted by the outside barbarian ; 
and so skilfully were events ignored and con- 
cealed by the government that real knowledge 
of them was confined to those dwelling in the 
vicinity of the actual scenes of conflict. There 
is a great difference in the extent of the king- 
doms compared, and doubtless a high past 
civilization long enjoyed has had considerable 
influence in causing the Celestial to underrate 
other nations ; but pretensions are not always 
measured by the power possessed, and I was 
prepared for less modesty than I found. 

The third hill is surmounted by the king's 
palace, and the fourth holds yet another church 
embosomed in lofty trees, a village, and a residence 
on its highest point, tenanted at the time of my 
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visit by Ras Alulu, Governor of the Gallas, a 
son-in-law of Ras Areya, acting, during the 
absence of the latter, as minister to Johannes. 

Several hundred tents of all sizes studded the 
elevated highland on which Ras Alulu dwelt, 
and contained various provincial officials with 
their suites, and the king's standing army. These 
canvas dwellings stretched away on all sides, 
connecting the hills which lay, as it were, in a 
basin, distant mountain chains environing the 
horizon in every direction. 

On reaching Debra Tabor, I was informed 
that all was in readiness for the king's departure 
early on the morrow ; my first object, therefore, 
was to attain the height on the summit of which 
stood the royal residence. I had outstripped 
the servants and baggage mules, but retained 
with me my two interpreters and Ingeddah. 
Gooroo Pooroo had preceded me as usual with 
the ordinary flourish of announcing my arrival, 
and I observed was already somewhat jealous 
of my new guide, who had volunteered the 
same service. The hill was extremely steep, 
its upper portion being surrounded by a wall, 
inside which was the king's house standing in a 
courtyard. 
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At a gate of entrance was posted a porter, 
and thronging; the hill in its vicinity was a large 
crowd, amounting to hundreds, of petitioners 
and retainers, hanging about waiting or hopinsf 
for admittance. Whilst expecting the return of 
my messenger, I found myself much incom- 
moded by the numbers of persons moving about, 
and by their loudly expressed comments on my 
personal appearance; I therefore, when I con- 
sidered sufficient time had elapsed to justify his 
re-appearance and he failed to return, desired 
Ingeddah to penetrate the sacred interior and 
acquaint the Abyssinian monarch with my desire 
for an interview. In a quarter of an hour he 
came back, bearing the unwelcome news that I 
could not be received at present, as it would be 
informal and the day was the Sabbath ; but the 
king had deputed Ras Alulu to take charge of 
me and show me my place of abode, and also 
on the morrow to introduce me to the royal 
presence. But even while he spoke I found my- 
self beside the Ras, who came forward suddenly 
from the gate and greeted me smilingly. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Ras Alulu — Attire — ^Abyssinian Ages — His House — My 
Tents — Guard — Daily Bread — Reception of Presents 
— Food — Smoking — Visit to the "King of Kings of 
Ethiopia "—The Palace— His Majesty—The Etchegu^ 
— Presents. 

I WAS certainly much pre-possessed with the 
appearance of the Ras Alulu, who looked 
by far the best bred and most handsome Abys- 
sinian I had yet seen. Of medium height, about 
thirty-five years of age, his face, oval in outline, 
was decidedly bronze in hue ; large dark eyes, 
aquiline nose, and well-shaped mouth and chin 
completed a countenance unadorned by whisker 
or moustache ; his hair, worn short, was crisp 
and curly, and free from the numerous partings 
in general use. He was clothed in a very fine 
white tunic arranged in longitudinal plaits ; com- 
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raencing at the base of the neck, it was confined 
at the waist by a girdle composed of many rolls 
of violet silk, and descended below the knee to 
within a foot of the ankles, which were orna- 
mented with bangles formed of round gold 
beads ; long hanging sleeves of the same colour 
and material as the girdle covered his arms to 
below the elbow, a gold chain with amulet 
attached was suspended around his neck, and a 
handsome, gold-hilted poniard thrust in his 
girdle ; a very curly sword in a red leather 
scabbard, carrying a large silver ball at its lowest 
extremity, completed his costume, which pre- 
sented a vast and pleasing contrast to the gene- 
rally worn native wrapper. No covering of any 
description encumbered his feet, which were 
carefully tended and symmetrical ; but, on 
longer acquaintance with him, I discovered that 
he was a decided " swell " and never walked ; 
thus his feet were preserved in what I am bound 
to state was an exceptional condition. 

Abyssinians wear their years lightly, and I 
was subsequently surprised to learn that Alulu 
was more than forty, an age he certainly did not 
look ; but I was in the same manner deceived 
with reference to Ras Areya, whom it was hard 
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to believe, from his appearance and habits, to be 
much over sixty. 

On a signal, attendants brought the minister's 
horse, caparisoned in the national fashion with 
scarlet saddle-cloth, the headstall and bridle 
ornamented at intervals of three inches with 
embossed silver plates, the size and shape of an 
old five-shilling-piece. Previous to mounting, 
with a few preparatory words of greeting, he 
conveyed to me the kind wishes of the king, 
adding the desire that I should repose after the 
fatiguing journey I had undergone, and visit 
him in the morning. He then led the way down 
the hill in the direction of his own residence. 

A ten-foot high thick reed-fence enclosed 
three or four ordinary circular houses, in the 
centre one of which we were now received and 
welcomed by Ras Alulu. It differed in no 
respect, save superior cleanliness, from those I 
had been previously entertained in ; and a couch 
at the farther end, and a few rugs and carpets, 
Turkish and British, were the only articles of 
furniture. His wine was excellent, and I found 
that throughout everything around him was the 
best that the country afforded. Horns, to con- 
tain the hydromel, were tastefully shaped and 
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massively mounted in silver. A. Birmingham 
electro-plated coffee-pot did duty as a ewer, and 
two sacramental-looking goblets, with one of 
which 1 was honoured, were produced, unosten- 
tatiously it is true, but with somewhat the same 
concealed pride with which a European million- 
naire might place some priceless object of vertu 
before a known connoisseur and revel internally 
in his admiring astonishment. Half an hour 
was spent in general conversation respecting the 
route, the Soudan, the comparative temperatures 
of Abyssinia and that country, and of course 
the leading question was put, " Was I a Christ- 
ian ?" After which a servant entered, to signify 
that our tents were ready, and I made my 
adieux. 

On reaching the space occupied by my tents 
I found a guard of twenty men and an officer 
drawn up, who, I was informed, would remain 
attached to me during my stay in the country. 

The tent assigned to me was an excellent large 
one of black cloth, tapering in triangular form 
to the roof, whilst that awaiting the interpreters 
was circular, of white canvas, and, either ac- 
cidentally or in sarcastic compliment to Ahmed's 
recent conversion, bore on its summit a large. 
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conspicuous red cross. As both its inhabitants 
were Mussulmans, I could not avoid a suspicion 
of intentional satire in the arrangement. A 
smaller one was devoted to ray domestics and 
the kitchen. 

On entering my canvas abode I found that 
a couch and several rugs and carpets had been 
sent me by royal forethought, which enabled 
me to give the interior a comfortable aspect. 
The couch is placed, according to Abyssinian 
etiquette, facing the entrance, at the far end of 
the room, a carpet leading up the centre to it, 
and it is entirely dependent on the amount of 
cordiality wished to be extended to a visitor 
whether a share of the couch be offered him or 
not. Many of the king's carpets were of 
English manufacture, and welUknown patterns 
greeted me. 

Hardly had I arranged the interior to my 
satisfaction when a messenger arrived from the 
king, with a formidable list of what it was the 
royal pleasure I should be supplied with daily 
during my stay at the court. Great ceremony 
was observed in the reception of the king's gift, 
at which it was intimated that my presence was 
personally required. 

o2 
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Bai-jer-nont Ingeddah and Gooroo PooroOy 
offidating as chamberlains, posted themselves at 
the entrance, whilst I occupied a position in the 
background. The oflBcer of the royal household 
stood facing us, and grouped in his rear was a 
long train of domestics, male and female, some 
leading animals, others carrying the portable 
articles on their heads or shoulders. Four oxen, 
eight sheep, six vases of wine, six baskets of 
bread, two jars of butter, two of red-pepper, and 
a large jar of honey, twelve chickens, and some 
milk constituted the donation. As each item 
was announced it was brought forward^ and 
acknowledged in the most reverential manner 
by my two representatives, who salaamed, their 
foreheads touching the ground, and repeated 
vicariously ray grateful recognition of the pro- 
fuse hospitality. 

The ceremony occupied some time, and the 
subsequent distribution proved extremely per- 
plexing; but I found it absolutely necessary, in 
a country framed on a patriarchal scale, where 
the wants of animal existence constitute the chief 
daily business of life and the domestics compos- 
ing a household form a large family, to supervise 
the division to a certain extent myself; for I 
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discovered that, when left entirely in the hands 
of subordinates, injustice and peculation follow- 
ed, and much discontent was bred by an unfair 
award of the maintenance, the wine being a 
special bone of contention. Native beer is the 
usual beverage of domestics and the humbler 
classes, but in consequence of the large quantities 
of hydromel sent me, a good deal fell to the 
share of my household. 

A little later in the day, a repetition of the 
preceding ceremony on a smaller scale took 
place, a gift from Ras Alulu of one ox, two 
sheep, a large horn of honey wine, bread, butter, 
pepper, &c., necessitating a reception and return 
of thanks with honours i)efitting the donor. 

The jars of wine were huge trown baked 
earthenware pitchers, holding about twelve 
quarts each ; the baskets of bread were circular, 
made of wicker-work woven in intricate- 
coloured patterns two and a half feet in dia- 
meter, hplding each about thirty layers of moist 
bread of different qualities. The best and 
choicest sorts were placed on the top, and were 
whiter and more pleasant to the European 
palate than the others in general use, being 
devoid of pepper and the rather acid taste pre- 
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valent in the common descriptions. The red 
peppers I have before spoken of ; they are com- 
posed of capsicums and chilis, mixed with butter 
and salt. The butter is only useful for cooking 
purposes. The chickens are always very small 
and young, but tender; fowls are considered 
unfit for eating ; the milk is excellent, the eggs 
always bad. 

When first the present made its appear- 
ance, and I observed the magnitude of its 
proportions, reverting to past experiences in the 
Flowery Land, I supposed that possibly a por- 
tion of it only was intended for acceptance; 
for in the Celestial kingdom, when a day arrives 
requiring the distribution of many gifts, it is the 
custom of the munificent benefactor to fit out 
an original and pattern donation on a fixed 
model, which is conveyed to the first individual 
honoured. This gentleman carefully selects a 
small portion of the contents only, returning the 
remainder; the vacancy is filled up, and the 
basket goes on another round to the next reci- 
pient, who, assisting himself in a similar manner, 
allows this process to be continued ad infinitum. 
I was told that no similar etiquette existed in 
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Abyssinia, and that the bona fides of the gift was 
beyond question. 

Our tents were in the immediate vicinity of 
the Ras's house, whilst, at about a hundred 
yards interval, those of the different members 
composing the king's army spread around. I 
found my dignity rather oppressive, for, as the 
guard were encamped a few feet distant around 
my dwelling, their captain considered it his duty 
to remain in my doorway, whilst the two cham- 
berlains relieved each other in sitting inside, 
squatting at the entrance. Under these circum- 
stances, much difficulty existed in taking the 
notes and making the sketches I desired, for I 
well knew the suspicious dislike with which both 
these employments were viewed by the natives ; 
moreover, I experienced great annoyance from 
the deprivation of smoking, the fragrant weed 
being strictly prohibited throughout the king- 
dom, and the pleasant penalty inflicted for in- 
fringing the law within the precincts of the court 
was the loss of the offender's nose — a high price 
to pay for the best Partaga. The edict against 
tobacco is fulminated by the church, but Jo- 
hannes is not a hon vivant^ and his soul, steeped 
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ID religion aad war, Fnbmits easily to the arbi- 
trary dictation of tbe priesthood, and pennits 
hU body but little relaxation or conviviality, 
"niere were vineyards once in Dembea, which 
now are not, by royal decree. 

In the evening I saw that my males were 
well fed, and had their braises attended to ; then I 
walked round the hill, admiring the happy effect 
prodaced by the numerous camp fires. I after- 
wards turned in, thinking how superior was my 
lot in being covered by a tent in the place of a 
villainously dirty hut, and pondered deeply over 
the extraordinary idiosyncrasy which could be 
induced to suppose tobacco hurtful to man. 
Shortly after, I found uiyself lighting a pipe of 
the largest dimensions, filled with fragrant Turk- 
ish, but the chamberlain had gone to bed. 

Frightened from indulging in a luxury so 
easily detected, and fraught with such severe 
penalties, the native has taken largely to snuflF- 
ing, and many a time I have solaced an Abys- 
sinian ■ companion with pinches of powdered 
tobacco. I have even tempted them to go the 
length of chewing, but it was too daring an 
innovation on preconceived ideas to be accepted 
with full confidence, and it remained a matter 
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of doubt with me whether the weed in that 
form was appreciated by the native palate. 
There is no doubt that the prohibition is very 
strictly observed, and often in the most seques- 
tered spots, where the chance of detection 
seemed out of the question, I have received a 
quiet shake of the head in answer to my offer of 
a little tobacco, and how great a sacrifice was 
entailed might have been well understood from 
the sad, self-denying glance with which the 
negative nod was accompanied. 

I was told that Johannes had a personal dis- 
like to smoking, and, amongst the many reasons 
assigned for the royal aversion to tobacco, one 
attributes the death of a favourite follower to 
poison conveyed in the weed as the cause ; but I 
believe it may be stated, with greater justice, 
that religious convictions of the infallible wisdom 
of church judgment on earthly luxuries, rather 
than any individual accident, causes his adhesion 
to the prohibition. 

At daybreak, whilst it was yet cold, after a 
hasty cup of coffee, I sallied forth on my visit to 
the king ; at this hour in Abyssinia all the world 
is astir, and I noticed that preparations for the 
day's march were already commenced. Our 
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road ran in front of Ras Alula s house, then 
descending the hill in the rear of the church, 
passed the village at its foot and brought us in 
front of the royal mount, a steep and barren 
height, destitute of verdure, and graced only by 
a few stunted trees. 

On arrival at the gate we were at once 
admitted, and, crossing a courtyard about a 
hundred yards in length, in which was displayed 
a battery of brass guns (the gift of the British Gov- 
ernment to Johannes in 1868, at the close of the 
expedition under Lord Napier), the two large 
houses composing the royal residence, and occu- 
pying its farther extremity, stood immediately 
facing us. On invitation from an oflScial, I 
entered the first and smaller of the two erec- 
tions, which served as a reception-room, and was 
thronged by a motley group of domestics and 
applicants for royal favour, for the royal 
person may be approached by the humblest 
subject in patriarchal fashion, and, as the 
monarch is absolute, matters carried to the 
throne are constantly settled beyond appeal in a 
manner entirely reversing previous local judg- 
ment ; and a case was mentioned to me in which 
a native of the province of Chelga, having 
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committed a murder, and fearing the vengeance 
of the relatives of the deceased, fled at once to 
the king, and, obtaining the royal pardon by a 
promise of military service, was enabled to defy 
all the usual penalties. 

The room was extremely large, at least forty 
feet in diameter and thirty feet in height, the 
columns and supporting beams of cedar, the 
external covering of bamboos and thatch. A 
carpet was pointed out as having been placed 
for me, and, as I was the only individual so 
honoured, this was doubtless a great favour ; 
however, I was detained but a few minutes 
before I was ushered into the second chamber, 
and consequently into the presence of the 
monarch himself. 

The room, larger than the one passed through 
previously, but similar to it, was without ornament 
or furniture, nor was there any carpet on the 
ground, which was bare and unboarded. An 
inner circle of six massive cedar columns bore 
aloft the roof of thatch, and beyond increased 
size, and a certain superiority of materials, there 
was but little to mark the difference between 
the dwelling of the king and the peasant. A 
wood fire smouldered on the earth in the raid- 
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die ; at one end, facing the king, were his two 
favourite chargers, and at the other, in a mar- 
vellous erection of gilt ornamented wood-work, 
sat Johannes 11. himself. On the ground, 
kneeling on a square of carpet at the kings 
right hand, was the Etchegu6, or Grand Prior, 
the most powerful churchman in the kingdom 
after the Aboonah, an aged man with a venera- 
ble silver beard, gilt crucifix in hand, clad in a 
huge white turban and showy ecclesiastical robes. 
Reclining against a pillar beyond him stood Ras 
Alulu, attired much as I had seen him the day 
before. With the exception of these three the 
vast apartment was unoccupied, the door-keeper 
remaining on the exterior. 

Johannes appeared about forty-five ; his fea- 
tures were aquiline and regular, forehead high, 
nose prominent and straight, eyes chilly, his 
general presence commanding, but an expression 
of settled gloom pervaded his countenance, 
which bore the frozen look produced by absence 
of the softening influence of smiles ; his hair was 
worn in the national manner with four partings, 
and clubbed in a knot behind; no covering 
adorned the head. A mantle of crimson satin 
thrown over his shoulders partially concealed his 
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under garment, which consisted of a fine white 
linen or cambric tunic. The raised dais on 
which he reclined was elevated three steps from 
the ground, and ornamented with crimson and 
gold satin cushions and hangings; a canopy^ 
supported on imitation spears with brazen points, 
surmounted it. 

Led forward by the minister, and passing in 
front of him, I made him a deep bow, and I 
then, with my interpreters, took up a position 
on his left hand, and a long silence ensued, 
royalty being apparently unprepared with an 
observation. At length, in a rather husky voice, 
he trusted that I had not suffered from the 
fatigues of the voyage, stated that, from a 
previous letter from the Governor-General of the 
Soudan, he was aware of the object of my 
journey, and inquired when I had left the 
Soudan. Answering my reply, he expressed 
much surprise at the delay which had occurred 
in my arrival, and added some complimentary 
remarks with reference to the Governor- 
General. He then said that his departure for 
the sulphur springs of Wans Agu6 was fixed for 
that day, but he hoped, if I had no pressing need 
of immediate return, I would accompany him. 
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"Were there similar springs in Europe, and 
did Europeans avail themselves of their medicinal 
properties ?" 

I drew a short sketch of the great resort to, 
and supposed benefit derived from, mineral 
waters by western nations, in addition to the 
employment of hot spring baths, to which he 
patiently listened. 

I then put the question through the Ras 
whether, as the king was about to move from 
Debra Tabor that day, the presents might be 
brought for acceptance at once. This was as- 
sented to, and several attendants bearing them 
in, laid them in front of the dais. 

To Fadl el Moula I assigned the duty of 
exhibiting the gifts, and the skilful manner in 
which they were shown to advantage by him 
extorted from me great and amused admiration. 
An Englishman in a similar position would have 
hurried through the task, and displayed the 
goods in a clumsy and inartistic manner ; not so 
the ebony Soudanee, who, had he been behind a 
counter all his life, could not have thrown out 
the silks with a more gentle but telling rustle, 
allowing the light to fall upon their glistening 
surface, and causing them to drop naturally into 
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graceful folds ; then how delicately he handled 
a silver filigree, silver and gold coffee service, 
setting them oiit in careful array on the massive 
salver in the particular spot where they could 
be viewed to the best advantage ; how well he 
managed to pass by the smaller articles without 
dwelling too long upon them ; but how much he 
made of the gorgeous velvet and gold-embroider- 
ed saddle, spreading out its various portions 
until the whole room seemed scarcely large 
enough to hold the offerings. Even the hand- 
some embossed silk which contained the governor's 
letter, he unwound with such deliberation as to 
give abundance of time to admire the expensive 
envelope in which the missive had been protected. 
There was one awkward moment when a 
patent tin military case, in which certain of the 
gifts were contained, was discovered to be locked, 
and no key was forthcoming. Trying my keys, 
however, I fortunately found one which fitted. 
This the king, with royal presence of mind, re- 
tained, and my happy thought subsequently gave 
me considerable discomfort. Johannes expressed 
great satisfaction at the kind feeling prompting 
the presents, but all excitement was absent from 
voice and countenance. 
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He of course asked me if I was a Christian, 
and inquired Ahmed's nationality and belief. 
On being hastily informed by that worthy that 
although an Egyptian he was also a Christian, 
he congratulated him gravely on his unusual 
religious opinions. 

Neither this conversation, which was certainly 
within his province, nor the previous exhibition 
of worldly vanities, appeared possessed of any 
power to move the old gentleman with the 
crucifix, who maintained throughout a dignified 
and superior reserve ; but from the fact of his 
lips being in perpetual motion, without any 
audible vocal result, I imagine him to have been 
engaged in continuous internal controversy, or 
arduous lengthened prayer, far too important to 
suffer interruption by so insignificant an event as 
the arrival of a foreigner. 

Johannes now gave me the customary permis- 
sion to depart, deferring future conversation 
until our arrival in Wans Agud, and, quitting 
the royal residence, we rode in the direction 
of home. 
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Home — Off to Wans Agn6 — ^The Bojal Army — Vend 
Denghel — Garamadin of Semyen — A Practical Joke 
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Blasted Plain — ^The Gomara — Wans Agu^ — Hyaenas 
— ^Women — ^Early Visit — Royal Etiquette— Neighbour- 
hood. 

I REMARK, in the direction of home; for 
when I reached the spot lately occupied 
by my tents I found them gone, and already 
streaming away over the hills were all the oc- 
cupants of the hundreds of canvas dwellings 
which had but lately surrounded me. I cannot 
say that either my mules, my servants, or myself 
were in excellent order to commence another 
journey, and I really had no more idea where 
Wans Agai was situated, or at how great a dis- 
tance, than had the Arab servants who accompani- 
ed me ; but as it was clearly my destination I got 
things ready as quickly as I could, swallowed 
VOL, n. p 
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some breakfast, and set off to join as strange a 
moving assemblage of human creatures as it has 
happened to me in my travelled career to wit- 
ness. The soldiers stationed about and moving 
as a body-guard with Johannes at this period 
amounted possibly to five thousand men, and 
were variously armed ; a small proportion carried 
Martinis and Sniders, but the Remington rifles, 
taken from the Egyptians in the recent cam- 
paigns, predominated, and the crescent and the 
star were branded on all the weapons of this 
type which I met in native hands. A large 
number of the men whom I saw at Debra Tabor 
were however provided only with the national 
sword, buckler, or spear ; and much-used muzzle- 
loading Enfields and decrepit double-barrelled 
shot-guns figured as warlike stock. It would be 
difficult to say at what period of decay a weapon 
is considered to be untrustworthy or useless by 
the Abyssinian, and the ingenious and com- 
plicated methods resorted to to keep the most 
worn-out arms on the combatant list are many 
and perilous. 

A special road had been commenced to unite 
Debra Tabor with the sulphur springs for the 
monarch's use, but, after the completion of about 
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a mile, it had been abandoned, and the route 
we took was as rugged and painful as usual, and 
included stony tracks and steep and narrow 
causeways. The paths were thronged with every 
rank and grade of native subject, all bustling 
forward in one common direction ; but no order 
was maintained or attempted. Officials great 
and small, on mules or horses, were accompanied 
by running retainers who preceded and follow- 
ed them, two usually remaining on either side 
of the horse's head, and in cases where their 
master was aged or infirm, these guided the 
animal, their hands placed on the bridle. Men 
on foot bore tents or tent-poles, others carried 
domestic utensils ; women marched sturdily along 
loaded with baskets of bread or huge jars of 
wine and beer, sometimes with children hanging 
on their backs ; boys of the youngest ages, al- 
ready wearing warlike weapons or entrusted 
with their master's rifles, ran cheerily after their 
elders, keeping pace with them, and a miserable 
tail of sick and crippled vagrants, who toiled 
painfully along, brought up the rear. All were 
shouting, screaming, and gesticulating ; many 
engaged in apparently fierce struggles, which 
almost always had a friendly termination ; and 
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wherever passes in the mountains possessed re- 
verberating properties echoes were raised by 
repeated and answering calls. 

It thus happened in many of the narrow 
defiles that progress was frequently impeded by 
the numbers pressing forward. At one of these 
enforced halts I was struck by the countenance 
of a mounted chief of evident importance, both 
by his attendant suite and unmistakable air of 
command. So massive and powerfully cast a 
head I have rarely seen; the features were 
simply enormous, a nose of the most cumber- 
some Roman type preceding the rest of his visage, 
and impressing the beholder with its colossal 
proportions; his frame was also heavily con- 
structed, and I thought the mule which carried 
him deserving of pity. I noticed that he made 
inquiries respecting the foreigner, and almost 
immediately, as their result, I received a civil 
inclination of the head, whilst he gradually ap- 
proached me ; when sufficiently near to speak he 
asked me after the Governor General, and then 
whether I personally had ever heard of Vend 
Denghel. 

Had I not? In all information volunteered 
to me whilst in the Soudan respecting the 
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country I was about to visit, and in all my 
conversations, previous to leaving for Abyssinia, 
with anybody at all acquainted with the affairs 
•of the kingdom, Vend Denghel, or Vend-el- 
Michael had figured largely. 

In past years, acting independently as a border 
chief in the northern territory, his hand by 
turns against the Egyptian, by turns against 
Johannes, he had ravaged the Hamaseyn, to 
which he laid hereditary claim, and been a 
constant bugbear to the settlement and Roman 
Catholic mission of Senheit in the Bogos coun- 
try. He was of princely lineage, being de- 
scended from a former sovereign of Tigr6, and 
had been one of the many turbulent malcontents 
perplexing Johannes. His followers had now 
fallen away from him, and he had submitted 
himself to the king, by whom he was apparently 
forgiven and welcomed as an honoured coun- 
cillor. 

I had barely time to make an answer, to the 
effect that I was fully acquainted with his name 
and past history, when he hurried, or was hur- 
ried, forward by those around him, and I did 
not meet him again until my return to Debra 
Tabor. 
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There is a habit in Abyssinia of restoring 
repentant prodigals to high favour, but although 
the fatted calf is killed and external marks of 
honour heaped upon the recovered subject, he 
is surrounded by a guard of ceremony, which, 
flattering in appearance, acts nevertheless as a 
deterrent to personal freedom and future un- 
steadiness of conduct. It might have been acci- 
dental, but on the only two occasions on which 
I met Vend Denghel he or his followers were 
much pressed for time. 

Shortly after, I passed the retinue of a native 
noble drawn up at the side of the road, who 
had been eflfecting a cross-country cut, and now 
arrived considerably the worse from bad treat- 
ment by thorns, and much splashed with mud ; 
he was, however, evidently a man of Ras Alulu's 
way of thinking, and wore a picturesque and 
fanciful costume of white tunic and figured silk, 
with gold neck and leg ornaments. He had a 
good-tempered face, and laughingly asked my 
name, which I told him, and he then gravely 
enjoined upon a follower to bear it carefully in 
mind. He continued to inform me that he was 
the Ras Garamadin, Governor of Semyen, and 
made me many - pressing oflfers of hospitality 
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should I pass through his territory on my re- 
turn to the Soudan. He finished with a cere- 
monious farewell, and then trotted off with his 
followers ; but they all " laughed so consumedly" 
as they retired, and seemed so highly amused, 
as to make me feel that a joke lay somewhere 
concealed. When I casually mentioned to Ras 
Alulu that I had met the Ras Garamadin on the 
route, he replied that that was an impossibility, 
as he was at present in Semyen, and on relating 
the whole incident, I found that I had been the 
victim of an Abyssinian practical joke. 

There was much jocularity on the road, but it 
was universally devoid of insult or incivility, 
and whenever any particularly beautiful portion 
of the route opened out, or foliage of extra 
luxuriance caused me to pause 'admiringly, I 
was promptly surrounded by lingering natives, 
who, proud of the landscape charms of their 
land, shared my enthusiasm, and named repeat- 
edly the spots or trees which excited my appre- 
ciation. 

Following almost immediately on the last 
incident, we commenced a long and tedious 
descent, the path so overshadowed with trees, 
and so devious in its course, as to defy all visual 
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penetration of the country lying beyond ; whilst 
the difficulties presented by the rocky nature of 
the route, which took rapid an^ unexpected 
curves, always impeded in the most awkward 
spots by stony obstacles, demanded constant 
attention to personal safety. But, on arrival at 
the base, the beauty of the surrounding scene 
was forced suddenly upon me, and I checked 
my progress to view with pleasure a truly Abys- 
sinian landscape. 

We were at the entrance of a plain, richly 
wooded, and stretching for miles in our front, 
which ran between two encompassing ranges of 
hills following a parallel course, and covered 
with all shades of verdure. In our rear, and 
heading the plain on our right, the heights 
which we had recently descended enclosed us, 
and the path which we had found so difficult to 
traverse, marked by large, irregular white boul- 
ders, ran winding up its face through thickly- 
overhanging foliage, and formed a pleasing 
feature in the scene. Churches and villages 
dotted the mountain side, their conical roofs 
looking hive-like in the distance ; immense herds 
of cattle ranged the level pasture-land, and 
along the bases of the hills waved masses of 
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the feathery spray clothing the graceful "girar "- 
tree. 

Mingled viith mimosas, acacias, and the deli- 
cate kusso, the eccentric khumquol, of great size 
and height, threw aloft massive green shoots; 
grand sycamores reared their stately trunks and 
overshadowing branches, standing aloof in soli- 
tary grandeur, whilst the softer and more tender 
undergrowth was overrun with white and yellow 
jasmine, dog-roses, honeysuckle, and wild con- 
volvuli, diffusing with the many sorts of per- 
fumed woods a heavy and delicious fragrance. 
Birds of song are unfortunately rare ; their 
plumage is, however, exceedingly brilliant, and, 
brightly feathered in scarlet and blue, they 
perpetually crossed our path in short and waver- 
ing flight. A ride through any wooded tract in 
Abyssinia is always accompanied by a pleasant 
aroma proceeding from the scented barks of 
certain trees, and it is also most usual, on 
throwing a log of wood upon the fire, to find 
the room filled with a rich and powerful odour. 

After a certain distance in this plain had been 
traversed we halted, and Ingeddah proceeded 
on a mission to find accommodation for my party. 
We eventually took possession of a village on 
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some rising ground overlooking but at a slight 
distance from the encampment, the horizon as 
usual on all sides a waving sea of mountain 
peaks. 

The king's personal travelling arrangements 
were very simple in their nature : two large 
circular white tents were sent on in advance to 
be ready for his reception on arrival ; he rode 
a white charger, with accoutrements similar to 
those I have described as carried by Ras Alulu, 
and the royal baggage (but little) was conveyed 
on a few mules or men's heads. There were not 
many tents in addition to those occupied by 
Johannes and his acting minister, a journey 
which entailed but one homeless night not being 
considered worthy of tent-pitching ; besides, only 
a certain number of chosen followers remained 
at this spot with the king, the majority continu- 
ing the march and making the best of their way 
at once to Wans Agu6, to which place the bulk 
of the tents had been forwarded direct. It is 
not, however, the Abyssinian custom to travel 
by long stages, and, unless pressed by circum- 
stances, the march which commences at day- 
break or before dawn is concluded at noon, and 
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the remainder of the day given to the usual 
avocations. 

No incident marked the evening, but a 
general air of sulkiness was worn by my inter- 
preters, who resented the farther journey, had 
looked upon Debra Tabor as the uttermost 
extent of our pilgrimage, and were now filled 
with marvellous stories and deep misgivings 
concerning the wildness of the more southern 
inhabitants of Amhara. Ahmed had the im- 
pertinence to break into open reproaches, and 
drew a plaintive sketch of at least a year's 
residence at the court of King John, unallevi- 
ated by "les bouteilles;" whilst my servants, 
thrilled with yet darker visions of the future, 
and legends, before unremembered, of the fierce 
nature ^ of the Galla races * and their barbarous 
habits, now occupied the mipds of the two who 
had been resident in Massowah, and were speed- 
ily imbibed by the others, until I was reproach- 
fully treated as the " father " leading his children 
to destruction ; for in the Arab primitive manner 
I was regarded as the father of my suite — when 
they were in trouble. 

In the morning at five a.m. the mules were 
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all ready, and we reconnnenced a west-south- 
westerly course, through scenery similar to that 
enjoyed on the preceding day, and reached, 
shortly after our departure, a quaint and peculiar 
landmark, consisting of a huge, black, circular 
boulder resembling a monster shell, balanced on 
and terminating a ridge of rock which ran down 
from some hills on the left hand into the valley 
we were traversing. This was within the dis- 
trict of Mahdera Mariam, the villages composing 
which lay, however, at some distance in the 
mountains on our left; through a gap on the 
right we caught a view of the flat lands of 
Foggora, and then we crossed a hill barring our 
road, which was surmounted by a church and a 
group of handsome trees. Descending its far- 
ther side, as though by magic everything was 
changed ; the enchanter's wand had here sum- 
moned desolation, and before me lay a bleak, 
barren heath, chilly and weird-looking ; blasted 
and stunted trees, their trunks riven and shrunk, 
dry and withered grass, and bare and stony hills 
formed a melancholy and depressing contrast to 
the warm-toned valley we had quitted. Much, 
however, of this sad-featured tract had to be 
traversed, and I was relieved when, after some 
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hours^ a turn to the right brought us to the 
edge of the river Gomara, studded thickly along 
both banks with short, orchard-like trees, and 
running at a considerable depth below us with a 
moderate volume of water and a rapid current. 

We crossed at a ford a little lower dowp, the 
banks on both sides being about thirty feet high, 
steep and slippery. The villages of Wans Agu^ 
were situated on the southern side, at a point 
on the river about seven miles from the spot 
where it empties its stream into the lake. Our 
destination was one at a distance of a mile west 
of the ford, occupying a position at the base of 
some hills. To reach this we passed through 
the camp, part of the attendant multitude being 
provided with tent accommodation, whilst others 
were distributed about in the surrounding houses, 
or constructed for themselves temporary shelters 
of boughs and foliage. Ras Alulu's tent was 
pitched at a short distance from the king, who 
occupied a permanent dwelling on the river-side, 
fenced off within an enclosure, which contained 
also the sulphur spring. 

My village consisted of ten houses, one of the 
best of which I found prepared for me ; the 
arrangements made for my reception were, how* 
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ever, simple, and consisted only of some cotton 
hangings suspended from the beams supporting 
the roof, which fell around the centre, leaving 
this portion as my special apartment ; the sides 
behind the hangings were tenanted by the femi- 
nine members of the proprietor's household, who 
as usual declined to be disturbed. I had by 
this time become so accustomed to this inevitable 
companionship that T made no remonstrance. 

My mules were my first care, and I had their 
sores carefully dressed, and themselves well 
fed. It was, however, necessary to keep them 
at night tethered within the village, for the 
hyaenas were numerous and determined, the 
country around being wild and desolate. A 
tempting bait of raw meat was disposed nightly 
behind the village, on which a rifle with fixed 
points was adjusted during the day, and many 
predatory animals of this species paid the penalty 
of their appetites. No nobler beasts visited us, 
and no traditions of lions or tigers in the vicinity 
existed. 

Whilst on the subject of predatory incursions 
I must, however, mention that during my stay at 
Wans Agu^ the ladies domiciled in my residence 
behaved badly, for, not content with visiting me 
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during my meals, on which occasions they put 
forth all the feminine blandishments of which 
they were possessed to obtain glasses of absinthe 
or native wine and whiskey, they invariably 
took advantage of my absence to pay furtive in- 
cursions on these coveted beverages, and made 
fearful inroads on my stores. If I remonstrated 
gently, they laughed ; if seriously, they cried, and 
I must confess I found them, as Barambaras had 
pathetically remarked, troublesome. They de- 
veloped a fine natural taste for anything to drink, 
and one lovely young creature nearly killed her- 
self with Worcester sauce, {whilst the unfortu- 
nate fact that butter is a toilette indispensable, 
induced the most alarming attacks on that culi- 
nary necessary for purposes of personal adornment. 
Children of nature, they adopted their highest 
known aids to attractiveness, but were unim- 
pressed by the beauty of cleanliness, and unem- 
barrassed by extreme timidity. As I was the 
only foreigner who had ever been seen at Wans 
Agu6, my clothes and appliances were objects of 
curiosity, and I discovered that the women, in 
praiseworthy search of a novel experience, tried 
on my boots, and tottered about in them, deriv- 
ing a feeling of pleasurable excitement from the 
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insecurity in their gait, which they found in- 
separable from these hitherto unknown coverings 
to the feet. 

In the evening I visited Ras Alulu, who in- 
vited me to join the king and himself the next 
morning in their first bath. Though not anxious 
for personal immersion, I accepted the invitation 
from motives of curiosity, and the following day, 
at early dawn, was ready to start ; but Ahmed, 
the dragoman, could not be got to rise, being in 
a sulky fit, for he knew that, though necessary 
in the preliminary conversation, he would not be 
permitted entrance into the bath, and therefore 
objected to being disturbed so early. When at 
last he was in a humour to move, we were 
quartered at some half-hour's distance from the 
spring, and on arrival at the minister's tent I was 
informed that I was too late. No domestic was 
suflSciently hardy to break upon the royal 
privacy, so my visit to the water cure was de- 
ferred, and I awaited the return of the Ras in 
his tent 

It was long before he came, with profuse 
regrets for the mishap, but he said as the king 
was here specially for the water cure it was their 
custom to rise before daybreak, hurry down to 
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the spring, and remain in the bath two or three 
hours. Very pleasant in his manner — he always 
talked unaffectedly, and without restraint — he 
admitted that his post was a very fatiguing one, 
owing to Abyssinian etiquette, which required 
his personal attendance on the king from day- 
break until six in the evening, native custom on 
no occasion permitting him to unbend from an 
erect position in the royal presence; his recep- 
tion for the king of officials constituted his 
principal periods of repose, in addition to the 
time occupied by the monarch's meals, which 
are taken in strict privacy. It seemed to me 
that on the whole Johannes had a right melan- 
choly existence ; ever suspicious of poison, each 
morsel of food or gobletful of liquid destined 
for the royal palate must be first partaken of by 
a taster. The entrance to the residence occupied 
by majesty was sacred ; a few chosen retainers 
only being permitted ingress, and the demon of 
watchfulness guarded the monarch's every move- 
ment. I ceased to wonder at the clouded brow 
and gloomy aspect which had been the most 
prominent features impressed on me in the 
appearance of Johannes. Ras Alulu, on the 
contrary, was of a naturally lively disposition, 

VOL. n. Q 
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and exhibited amused attention to my recitals of 
European habits and customs ; he was specially 
tickled at the relations of English married life, 
and pleased with the idea of duels and race 
meetings. As I carefully forbore to try his 
credulity with railways or balloons, I retired 
with a fair character for veracity as a traveller. 

I was obliged on my return to my house to 
take to task Gooroo Pooroo for theft of fluids 
during my absence, and the Abyssinian defence 
was so curious that I feel bound to give it. On 
being accused, and my explaining how sorry I 
felt to make such a charge against a man of his 
position, he defiantly replied that I was wrong 
to bring it. 

" Had I not known that he had done similar 
things before ?" 

I said most certainly I had. 

''Why then had I not accused him on those 
occasions? My silence previously had led him 
to suppose his actions justified. He had taken 
every precaution on this occasion which decency 
required to conceal the theft, and as I had over- 
looked it before, I should have continued to do 
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He was obviously injured at my accusation ; 
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and detection constitutes moral delinquency in 
Abyssinia as elsewhere. 

The country around the little settlement of 
Wans Agu6 was wild and uncultivated, the vil- 
lages small and poor. The bare, flat plains of 
Dara stretched away on the left until they reach- 
ed the calm and sluggish waters of Tzana, be- 
yond which were visible the distant lowlands of 
Maitsha on the south ; a mountain range, edging 
down to the lake, enclosed the Gomara on its 
northern bank, the river itself from Wans Agu6 
taking a north-westerly direction, whilst its 
course towards Mahdera Mariam was south- 
easterly, on which side interminable hills sur- 
rounded us. The lofty island of D6k rose from 
the waters on the west, and from the heights 
behind my village the northern shores of the 
lake were distinguishable. Numerous woods of 
small trees dotted the ground in our vicinity 
and followed the direction of the Gomara, which 
at this spot flowed in a stony bed overhung with 
foliage, and its course still higher up the stream 
between high enclosing banks and accompanying 
chains of hills was picturesque and pretty. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The Salpbnr Spring — ^Wine— The Camp — ^Bobbeiy — ^Eng- 
lish Interpreter — ^Interview with Johannes — Sporting 
Rifles— Mj Chair— Back to Debra Tabor— An Old 
Friend — Mj Suite — ^Martial Exercises — ^Interview again 
with Johannes — ^Rojal Standard. 

DETERMINED to be in time, the next day, 
whilst it was yet dark, raw, and chilly, I 
wended my way towards the springs, and was 
rewarded by finding myself too early. After a 
short delay, the Ras led me into the endosare 
on the river edge within which the king resided. 
Numerous groups of attendants were sitting 
around fires consuming their early meal in front 
of the high reed-fence which bounded the royal 
dwelling, whilst others hung about the entrance 
gate ; but in the interior the utmost privacy pre- 
vailed, and but one domestic was visible. 

The space included within the twelve-foot 
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higH fence was possibly one hundred feet square, 
in the centre of which a small circular house 
contained the spring. This was a pool about 
thirty feet in circumference and four feet deep, 
the water rushing up with considerable force 
and steam through an artificial spout, and emit- 
ting a powerful but not disagreeable odour. 
This perfume, after a week's course of the baths, 
had so permeated the persons of both Johannes 
and the Ras that it was easily perceptible at 
some yards distance from them. In this tank it 
was the habit of the king and his minister to 
crouch for hours daily — I trust with beneficial 
results. The king was aflBiicted with rheumatism, 
but I imagine Ras Alulu's daily immersion was 
the result of court etiquette, and that devotion 
to his sovereign's interests which my friend 
Barambaras had so emphatically insisted on, 
prescribed that a well-bred subject could not 
have the indecency of feeling to plead freedom 
from an ailment aflBiicting his sovereign. 

The morning toilette of these two distinguished 
persons was simple, and a cotton wrapper thrown 
across the shoulders was the costume of both. 
Mine was more complicated, for I was clad in a 
frock coat, tarboosh, and varnished boots — in 
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fact, my court suit. I therefore gracefully 
waived a tempting invitation to try the invigor- 
ating effect of the waters on my constitution ; 
but, in order to bring myself on a level with the 
performers, I squatted at the edge of the pool, 
which was, however, fatally wet and slippery^ 
and the sudden involuntary immersion of one 
entire leg drew a faint smile even to the melan- 
choly countenance of Johannes. 

On the conclusion of the morning duty, clad 
in the same simple garb, the king and councillor 
adjourned to a house within the enclosure, 
occupying a more elevated position at about 
twenty yards distance above the bath-house. 
This was the royal residence ; it was small and 
circular, and had much the appearance within 
of a rustic garden pavilion. A raised seat of 
twisted branches at one end, covered with crim- 
son and gold satin, formed Johannes's chair of 
state ; an unusual luxury, however, existed in a 
well laid down planed floor. The conversation 
turning on water cures, I greatly excited the 
monarch's interest by a relation of my visit to 
certain springs in Japan ; and when I mentioned 
that at Eumoto I had seen lakes of bubbling 
steaming water, the sulphur floating in masses 
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on its surface, and the stench reaching for miles 
around, he was much moved. Visions of such 
endless sulphurous bathing filled the royal mind 
with envy, and he exclaimed that the Japanese 
ought to be a happy people. 

Life at Wans Agu6 would, I should imagine, 
under ordinary circumstances, be found by a 
European tame, but mine was rendered eventful 
by daily visits to Johannes and the Ras, whilst 
small domestic revolutions shook my social 
circle. Ahmed, by turns depressed or boister- 
ously hilarious, when in the latter mood occa- 
sionally converted night into day with ill-advised 
bacchanalian melodies. This in a quiet village, 
unused to gay spirits with Alexandrian educa- 
tions, and happening in the vicinity of a monarch 
sober and austere, was too remarkable to be 
unobserved, and a communication was made to 
me respecting it ; moreover, I felt disturbed as 
to the means by which this unseemly mirth was 
arrived at, for Ahmed was responsible for the 
just distribution of the wine. On inquiry, I 
found that the arrangement proposed by me had 
been reconstructed by the wily Egyptian on a 
simpler scale, and that he daily consumed the 
portions of the officer of the guard and the two 
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house-Stewards in addition to bis own. I was 
much vexed, and was literally obliged from this 
period to dole out the beverage myself. Ahmed, 
on remonstrance, informed me that he had not 
considered the individuals despoiled were of 
sufficient social status to drink wine* 

The camp, indeed, was most orderly. On 
foot at earliest dawn, it reposed in slumber as 
soon as the shades of evening fell, and presented 
a striking contrast to that which I had seen and 
heard previously of the native warrior ; but the 
well-known asceticism and dislike of Johannes 
to excesses produced a calm not ordinarily 
characteristic of military life. 

I had some trouble in keeping the peace be- 
tween my Abyssinian followers and the Mussul- 
mans, but between my interpreters and the native 
house*8tewards the hatred was fierce and undis- 
guised, and occasionally broke out into open 
quarrels. The munificent daily scale on which 
my household was supplied had by this time 
succeeded in forming an accumulation of many 
oxen and sheep. Four of the former were swept 
off in one night, and, as it was clearly a case of 
theft, I endeavoured to discover the perpetrator. 
Gooroo Pooroo and his brother were indicated 
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to me as the culprits at once by my interpreters. 
I thought it undesirable to make any accusation, 
but they learned from the domestics that they 
were suspected, and instinctively feeling who had 
been the informants, the feud with Ahmed and 
Fadl el Moula increased in bitterness as a result. 
Ingeddah and Gooroo Pooroo informed me that 
the two interpreters had, from my first entrance 
into the country, been false, and volunteered to 
acquaint Barambaras with all such news or in- 
telligence as they could extract from me. As I 
had, however, been particularly careful, I knew 
that this had been of little importance. 

On subsequent interviews with the minister 
and Johannes, I found an English-speaking in- 
terpreter present, a young native of Smyrna, and, 
as the king intimated that he preferred him as a 
medium of communication, the conversation from 
that period was conducted through him in Eng- 
lish, a language which my dragoman did not 
understand. 

One morning I found Johannes more cheerful 
and conversational than usual, for it must be 
confessed he was, as a rule, slightly depressing, 
and when waited for to break the silence, it not 
unusually happened that the reverie into which 
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be had plunged was so profound, and the realms 
travelled by his thoughts so distant, that I de- 
spaired of his recovery from its depths, or of 
their return until some future interview. Oq 
this occasion he made particular inquiries after 
Lord Napier, with whose present movements he 
was obviously as well acquainted as informatioa 
about five years old would justify. He asked at 
length about our gracious Queen, mentioning hb 
knowledge of her excellence and many virtues, 
and then showed me a valuable double sporting 
rifle by Wilkinson, with which he told me he 
had shot many antelopes, presented to him by 
Prince Albert, and which he evidently highly 
prized. 

A single rifle given him by Ismael Pacha, the 
late Khedive, was produced, and he was curious 
to learn why the trajectories and ranges were 
dissimilar. This I explained in the most prac- 
tical manner I could, and pointed out to him the 
large and smashing nature of the ball carried 
by the sporting rifle, against the greater range 
of the other weapon. 

During this conversation a tremendously heavy 
thunder and hail storm burst upon the house 
with deafening violence, making it impossible to 
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speak or hear the voice. When this had sub- 
sided he said it had been his intention to send 
me back direct from Wans Agu6 along the lake, 
but that now his views were altered, and he 
should like me to accompany him back to Debra 
Tabor. It had been his first thought to give me 
letters, which being submitted to Ras Areya at 
Dembra might be ratified by him ; he now, how- 
ever, wished to entrust me with verbal instruc- 
tions, or, as he expressed it, ^* he wished me to 
become his letter." 

In these interviews I was always accommo- 
dated with a small European cane folding chair, 
which was placed in the centre of the room 
facing Johannes ; the Ras invariably occupied 
his position standing on the king's right hand, 
and when, as on this last opportunity, nobles or 
oflScials were present, they formed a circle 
around the room two or three deep, according 
to the number present, which never exceeded 

fifty. 

After a week's residence at Wans Agu6, the 
order to march was given, and we turned our 
faces again northwards towards Debra Tabor. 
On arriving this time at the high bank which 
led to the ford I halted, wishing to allow 



236 A VISIT TO ABYSSINIA. 

some baggage mules which blocked the road to 
advance, and also to await the arrival of my 
domestics, who were in the rear. There was 
the same hurry-skurry now in leaving as there 
had been in setting out for this spot, and I 
had excellent opportunities of observing not 
only the habits bat the dispositions of those 
who passed. Amongst other traits of charac- 
ter, I noticed that although deceitful and prone 
to quick temper and quarrelling, the Abyssinian 
speedily forgets light injuries, and does not nurse 
his wrath. There was a great sense of humour 
amongst them, and the raised tones and violent 
gesticulation were employed more with the ob- 
ject of creating the impression of earnestness 
than of causing intimidation, and with the desire 
of shifting to less keen-witted or less determined 
individuals the heavier burdens and responsi- 
bilities. No trouble taken was considered too 
great in order to evade any allotted labour, and 
lounging and laziness are undoubted national 
characteristics. They are never cruel in their 
treatment of slaves or animals, but they very 
much over-rate the powers of endurance of the 
latter, when the question of walking or being 
carried arises ; and it was a common sight on the 
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march to pass some miserable little mule strug- 
gling along under two long-legged Abyssinians. 
The custom of riding double is very general. 

There had been some rain during the night, 
and slipping rather than walking down the 
bank, mules and men were in frantic confusion, 
and the encumbered passage across the stream 
and corresponding rise on the opposite side 
made matters worse. I therefore determined to 
await a more tranquil moment for my forward 
movement, feeling suflSiciently amused with the 
active life in motion before me. My position 
commanded the road through the camp, and 
presently, approaching me about fifty yards off 
amongst the bustling crowd, I recognized the 
narrow face and sly features of my Tigr^an ac- 
quaintance of Serramba, who had several attend- 
ants with him, seemed in affluent circumstances, 
and rode a handsome mule. He was quite un- 
aware of my presence until his arrival directly 
opposite to me, when the crafky one immediately 
feigned much pleasure at the rencontre; un- 
happily, carried in a follower's hand, Mahomed's 
umbrella, with which he had absconded, was 
conspicuous. Concealment was too late, and 
at the sight of his long-lost sunshade my irate 
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domestic — at all times easily moved to wrath — 
with a scream, but no farther ceremony, rushed 
at the unprepared and astonished bearer, who 
proved utterly unequal to the emergency; the 
cross sank before the crescent, and my Mussul- 
man follower snatched away the coveted trophy 
and bore it off in triumph. It was fortunate 
that the man of Tigr6 was both sly and polished, 
and pressing excuses on me with many smiles 
for not having returned it before, he stated that, 
hearing I was at the ford, he had sought me 
specially with the object of restoring the valued 
article. He proffered many thanks for the loan, 
and tenders of future hospitality in the event of 
my very improbable arrival in Tigr^. 

At length we moved off, and two hours after 
leaving were passed by the king on his white 
charger, with about fifty mounted officials, they 
travelling more rapidly than our jaded mules. 
At noon we halted at Mahdera Mariam, and 
remained there during the day and night. 

Our party at this time was of imposing appear- 
ance : consisting of two interpreters, four domes- 
tics, two native stewards or masters of cere- 
monies, and an officer and twenty men, armed 
with rifles, as an escort. The order maintained 



' APPEARANCE OP OUR PARTY. 239 

on the route varied but slightly, and Bashaw 
Mari (the oflSicer), mounted on a mule, usually 
rode in front with several of the guard. He 
was a portly Christian, wore a white tunic, girt 
in at the waist with a cartridge-belt, and was con- 
ceited and stupid. Bai-jer-nont Ingeddah follow- 
ed, openly most conscientious and inwardly sly ; 
then myself and interpreters, both of them sulky 
and bibulous; native warriors ran along the 
sides, the domestics came behind me, and the 
rear was brought up by Gooroo Pooroo and the 
remainder of the escort with the baggage-mules. 
The guards were civil and friendly, and con- 
stantly on the road robbed the fields of any such 
delicacies as, being partial to themselves, they 
imagined might be palatable to me. As these 
merely took the form of native peas and roots, 
the attention was useful more as an indication of 
goodwill than as a scientific form of military 
foraging. 

Debra Tabor was reached on the next day, 
and the accommodation provided for me on the 
same spot was larger and more commodious than 
on the previous occasion, two tents being con« 
nected in a manner to constitute one forty feet 
in length. 
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On the morning following my arrival, the 
king's English-speaking interpreter paid me a 
long visit. I found that, after a certain amount 
of conversation, I could understand him fairly 
well, but the adoption in his sentences of round- 
ing off colloquialisms, which he evidently con- 
sidered proof of fluency and aids to polite con- 
versation, was perplexing, and so frequent as 
to create a doubt in my mind as to which part 
was the substance of his speech and which the 
ornamentation. He was, however, very humble ; 
and once, when driven to impatience,! hastily told 
him that I could not understand him, he replied, 
mildly, *' I thank you, do you see/* He was on 
this occasion charged with a message from the 
king. Johannes had also at this time another 
English-speaking linguist who had been with 
him for several years, and was much trusted by 
him. I saw him subsequently in later interviews. 
He was also a native of Asia Minor, by name 
Mahderal. 

In the afternoon I was invited to see some 
martial exercises, which took place in front of 
Ras Alulu's house. In an open space about one 
hundred yards square, around which was col- 
lected a large body of camp-followers, several 
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mounted men were careering about, armed with 
short imitation spears, swords, and shields ; they 
rode in the usual manner, the big toe only in 
the stirrups, which were worn a moderate length, 
their seat being decidedly a balance one, and 
differing entirely from that practised by Turk 
and Arab. A preliminary selection of adversaries 
was made, one challenging the other to friendly 
passages of arms. Starting from opposite ends, 
they circled around each other, delivering their 
javelins at suitable distances and opportunities; 
these were caught on the shield, or avoided by 
stooping. Mimic combats with swords were also 
gone through, but the equitation was not of a 
high order, and the legs were but little em- 
ployed as a means of conforming the horses' 
movements to the riders' will. The bits in use 
are severe, narrow in width, and very high in the 
port; they are all made on one model, and are of 
rough, unpolished iron. The habit of checking 
the horse in full career is practised, but the 
animals themselves are usually loosely built, and 
their action is not compact and collected. The 
entertainment concluded with a general engage- 
ment of about twenty warriors mingled together 
and attacking each other indiscriminately. The 
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sword when mounted is always carried on the 
right side, the shield on the left arm. 

The Abyssinians do not make use of any 
description of defensive armour, and on inquiry 
I was unsuccessful in discovering whether such a 
custom had ever prevailed. 

My next interview with the king was a 
lengthened one, and connected principally with 
business matters. I was received in the same 
apartment, and the audience was as select as on 
the first occasion, but I was accommodated with 
the chair which had been brought from Wans 
Agu^, and which I had now become habituated 
to consider my property ; it was placed as usual 
in the centre of the room, vis-a-vis to Johannes. 
My interpreters were present at the opening of 
the visit, but at the king's desire the conversa- 
tion was carried on through his own linguist. 
Johannes talked more than usual, and touched 
on a variety of topics, but enlarged especially on 
his wrongs at the hands of Ismael, the late 
Khedive. I give a portion of his discourse in its 
short sentences and simple language. 

"I had intended to write letters containing 
my wishes, and had consulted with the Bas 
Areya on the subject, but now that I have seen 
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you I shall trust you. My wishes will be 
written in your mind, and your tongue will 
reproduce these inscribed characters to those 
who sent you. Foreigners I cannot say I love 
or trust, but I owe much to the English, and 
your Queen is, I know, a sincere Christian. 
Why do foreign nations come here Christianizing 
Christians ? They make trouble in my country, 
and are not wanted. Are there no men who 
are pagans to be converted ? In the history of 
my nation, the preachers of foreign religions 
have filled a bloody and disastrous page. We 
are Christians like yourselves, with different 
forms ; you represent a Mussulman government, 
and I find western nations profess great interest 
in Egypt. Why do not your European mission- 
aries convert these, your friends, to Christianity ?" 
(Here a long list of grievances against the here- 
ditary foe followed.) " I once thought Ismael 
Pacha my friend ; he has done me much harm ; 
he thought he could conquer my country with 
few soldiers. What came of it? Arms and 
ammunition are stopped on their way to me ; I 
have nevertheless subdued and forced to pay 
tribute both Shoa and the Gallas. When Paul 
<;ame to me and told me his brother had been 
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murdered by men in my dominions, did I not 
go and lay waste their villages and slay many ? 
I wish to consider the Egyptian Government 
my friend; but I have the traditions of my 
country in my heart, and the boundaries of 
Habesh were not always what they are now." 
(Here followed a recapitulation of former posses- 
sions.) "You have now been long in the 
country; had I known this, it should not have 
happened. I have given orders for your enter- 
tainment until you quit my land. Do you know 
my consul in London? My flag waves there. 
Search, and you will find him. I do not wish 
a consul at Massowah — I wish Massowah.* My 
first desire is to have past grievances settled. I 
cannot talk more on that subject. I shall for- 
get myself." (As the usually* passive monarch 
had risen to an erect position, and was becoming 
strongly excited, I was pleased that he took 
this view of matters.) After a few minutes* 
silence he grew calm, and asked me, *' Will you 
take charge of a letter to your Queen ?" 

I replied, certainly. 

" Will you see the standard of Ethiopia ?" 

* A port in the north-west of Abyssinia claimed from th& 
Egyptians. 
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These were happier topics, for John's two 
motive principles, fanaticism and patriotism, had 
been strongly evoked during his previous haran- 
gue, which, as he spoke with much deliberation, 
occupied a long time, and had, I must confess, 
grown a little lengthy. 

The national banner was a gorgeous produc- 
tion of silk, a tricolour, the coloured divisions 
running laterally. The highest portion was 
crimson, the centre white, and the lowest ame- 
thyst blue. The whole was surrounded by a 
rich gold fringe. On the white ground was a 
gilt and painted representation of the lion of 
Judah, with a defiant tail, and a crucifix in his 
right paw. The staff was blue, jointed, and 
mounted in brass, and surmounted by a large 
brass gilt cross. 

The king seemed very proud of this national 
emblem, and at his desire Ras Alulu, aided by 
Mahderal, shook out its folds and struggled 
about the apartment under its weight. After a 
pleased contemplation of this performance, the 
monarch's troubled spirit grew calm, and fell 
into more prosaic channels, for he suddenly put 
the somewhat puzzling question to me, " How 
much should such a standard cost ?" As I was 
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quite sure that he must have paid a price dis- 
proportionate to its real value, I mentioned a 
sum beyond its worth, not wishing to give 
disappointment. 

After this I took my leave, meeting Vend 
Denghel on the road back. I was, however^ 
only able to exchange a few common-place 
courtesies with him. Ten minutes later, Lidi 
Booroo, a native of the Hamaseyn, also encoun- 
tered me on the hill near my tent, and, intro- 
ducing himself, desired to be remembered to the 
Governor-General. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

AT)yssinian Candles — Cold Nights — ^Adieu to Johannes — 
Bracelet — ^Leave Debra Tabor— Johannes's Last Greet- 
ings — ^Amoora Gedal — ^Bashaw Mari — ^Depredations — 
The Reb — ^Night Quarters at Faag — ^Domestic Troubles 
— ^Tzana — Cotton Industries— My Tent — ^The Minister's 
Court at Frangar. 

I PASSED the evenings at Debra Tabor within 
my tent, for there was but little induce- 
ment to quit one's habitation after dusk, the 
watch-fires gleaming on the hills, and a few 
stragglers, serving as the only evidences of life 
ah hour after sunset. The nights were chilly, 
and I found the customary wood fire both 
necessary and cheerful. Around a few crack- 
ling logs, therefore, I collected the most intelli- 
gent of my retainers, and consumed time in 
extracting from them such information as they 
were disposed to impart; but my couch was 
always sought in self-defence at an early hour, 
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for the world was once more astir at break of 
day. 

My tent was singular from the splendour of 
illumination at my command. I never burnt 
less than two candles, which, considering the 
length of my apartment and the black material 
of which it was composed, failed to do more 
than render the farther ends visible; but the 
steady light afforded by these was a luxury of 
a high order in a land where the only means of 
alleviating darkness possessed by men even of 
Ras Alulu's position consisted of wretched thin 
tallow torches, four feet long, with a primitive 
cotton wick| held in the hands of attendants. 
These produced a miserable, ineflBcient light, 
guttering in lumps down their length, sometimes 
burning in a dull, subdued manner, whilst at 
others they flared suddenly with an unexpected 
flame. The effect was ghastly, and I felt that 
the most determined conviviality must have 
succumbed to such spasmodic and feeble light- 
ing. I had fortunately provided myself with an 
abundant store of composition candles, and 
enjoyed nightly the aforesaid reckless brilliancy 
effected by two in small spring-lamps and 
shades. 
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In consequence of the cold air prevailing at 
night, it became a custom for the men composing 
the guard to huddle around my tent on the side 
protected from the wind, and when they judged 
that I was asleep, they improved their position 
by gradually working their persons beneath the 
canvas into the interior. It thus happened that 
on one occasion, when I awoke suddenly, I saw 
by the expiring light of the fire three dusky 
forms, bent low and concealing themselves, 
creeping noiselessly across the tent. Not ex- 
pecting treachery, but still not understanding 
their appearance, and suspicious of theft, I 
jumped up, and they at once bolted underneath 
the door-flap. It had a mysterious and un- 
pleasant appearance, but on inquiring in the 
morning, I found that Bashaw Mari and his 
men, not being supplied with tents, were in the 
habit of waiting until they supposed me wrapped 
in slumber, and then, sneaking in, a certain 
nightly proportion of them quietly occupied the 
farther end of my tent. My disturbers had 
been the advanced guard, and their somewhat 
incautious entrance had aroused me ; notions of 
foul play never troubled my mind, and precau- 
tions for safety in a position so utterly defence- 
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less as mine would have been as ridiculous as 
useless. 

A final interview with Johannes, in which he 
was very kind and friendly, terminated the 
necessity of a longer residence at Debra Tabor. 
In this he entrusted me with a letter, to be 
given to the Governor-General for transmission 
to Her Majesty, and, after repeated wishes from 
him of a safe journey back to the Soudan, and 
escape from the fevers of Metemnah, I prepared, 
having paid a final visit to Ras Alulu, to take 
my departure. 

The king made me several presents previous 
to my leaving, the most curious of which was a 
bracelet of gold and silver filigree-work, deli- 
cately chased. This was six inches long, and 
was made in the form of a cuff, and hinged ; 
when fitted on the arm, a long silver pin run- 
ning through grooves confined it in its place. 
This bracelet is called the '* Bitoa," and is an 
ancient order conferred for valour in the field, 
but in more recent times is accorded as a dis- 
tinctive mark of royal favour. Ras Alulu was 
deputed by the king to fasten this on my wrist. 
The guard of twenty men, under the charge of 
Bashaw Man, were to accompany me as far as 
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Frangar to Ras Areya, who would see me safely 
across the frontier. Food was to be furnished 
along the route, and Bai-jer-nont Ingeddah had 
orders to remain with me as long as I pleased. 

Now my two linguists had formed the most 
exaggerated expectations of presents to be made 
to them in return for the subserviency they had 
displayed, and this fever had been fanned by 
the two Abyssinian stewards, who had brought 
them daily glowing accounts of gifts in prepara- 
tion for them, amongst which figured massive 
ornaments in gold, &c., and, with a refined in- 
genuity of torture, had measured their wrists 
and told them that our lengthened detention 
was due to the extensive nature of the presently 
which had to be sent for from Gondar. Their 
anticipations had consequently reached a very 
high standard, and when, after our dismissal, 
nothing appeared, Gooroo Pooroo and Ingeddah 
undeceiving them with much politeness and ill- 
concealed pleasure at their disappointment, their 
disgust was great. Ahmed, primed with wine, 
and burning with indignation, loudly expressed 
his opinion of the land, the king, and people in 
presence of the guard and the surrounding na- 
tives ; and it was not until I placed before him 
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forcibly the fact that he endangered his safety 
by such conduct that I could reduce him to 
silence; but from this period the dissension in 
my small band was incessant, and war to the 
knife existed between the linguists and Abys- 
sinian stewards, causing me a long succession of 
disagreeables. 

Fifty loaves of specially prepared white bread 
were sent me by the king to last me until Fran- 
gar was reached — a delicate attention which I 
fully appreciated, for I could not eat the ordi- 
nary soft bread with any satisfaction. 

Our route from Debra Tabor was pursued in 
the same direction and with the same attendant 
natural features as the journey towards it had 
been, but considerable deviation along the moun- 
tains was made under the guidance of Bashaw 
Mari, which I at first attributed to stupidity, but 
subsequently found was intentional, that intelli- 
gent officer keeping us going in a circular path, 
in order to allow Ingeddah, who had lagged 
behind, time to overtake us. About five miles 
from Debra Tabor, we were greeted by a courier 
from Johannes, conveying his last good wishes 
and notice of the places on the route in which 
''ood had been provided. 
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A tremendous thunderstorm came on in ad- 
mirable time to drench us through previous to 
reaching Amoora Gedal, at which spot on this 
occasion we occupied a small village on a height 
overlooking our former place of residence and 
the spot encamped on by Ras Areya; it was 
situated on the left hand side of the valley lead- 
ing to the plains of Foggora, a small branch of 
the Reb running at its base. 

The village of about twelve houses was built 
on the crest of the hill in a circle, the centre of 
which was occupied by a large pen constructed 
of heavy branches of trees. Into this at night 
all the animals belonging to the inhabitants were 
driven, both for the purpose of preventing their 
wandering, which in this mountainous district 
would be a serious inconvenience, and also for 
their protection against the indefatigable hyasna. 

On quitting Amoora Gedal I mounted a horse, 
the gift of the king, the road between this point 
and Frangar being comparatively level and easy. 
Abyssinian horses are, however, unsatisfactory, 
coarse in breed and wanting in vivacity. Mine 
had been the property of Ras Alulu, and more 
accustomed to the manage and warlike exercises 
than the road, he objected to trotting, and in* 
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dined on all occasions to a short, stilty canter. 
On the whole, I preferred the unostentatious 
mule. 

Returning by the same valley by which we 
had arrived, our present road was somewhat 
more to the south, but parallel to the former 
one ; two ranges of hills running from east to 
west bounded our course on the north and south, 
Bashaw Mari insisting with much vigour that it 
was necessary to keep in view the villages, which 
are usually arranged some little height above the 
plains, bearing in contemplation the possible 
wants of the escort ; and that individual I dis- 
covered would have willingly prolonged our 
companionship indefinitely, seeing that, in the 
first place, provisions, as long as he remained 
with me, were assured, and that, in the second 
place, as I had discovered, leave of absence from 
the king's neighbourhood was eagerly coveted, 
the asceticism prevailing under the monarch's 
eye being by no means suited to the general 
loose national character. 

Bashaw Mari was without doubt the most 
stupid native I had yet encountered, the Abys- 
sinian being ordinarily sly and astute. His 
countenance was a fair index to his character, 
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and although utterly devoid of ability, he was 
immensely vain and self-opinionated. Almost 
immediately after Debra Tabor had been quitted, 
it was clear that he afforded a butt for the 
witticisms of the escort, which his intense conceit 
prevented being in any manner apparent to him- 
self; he was heavy and sleepy, and his mule, a 
beast of superior intelligence, so obviously de- 
spised him, that on all occasions when it seemed 
possible that Bashaw Mari might be napping, the 
animal would stop suddenly short, and back 
and kick with an evident eye to his displace- 
ment. 

He was clad in a coarse cotton tunic, with a 
cartridge-belt confining it at the waist, had a 
large supply of amulets in addition to his bap- 
tismal cord around his throat, and was the pos- 
sessor of a double-barrelled gun, aged with a 
sporting experience unshared by its owner. This 
weapon was, however, usually borne by a more 
humble pedestrian warrior, an especial favourite 
of mine, whom, whilst evincing the greatest ex- 
ternal deference to his Captain, I had previously 
detected placing prickly beans beneath his mule's 
tail, a proceeding which partially accounted to 
me for that animal's occasional spasmodic fits of 
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gaiety. In fact, a ludicrous assumption of dignity on 
the Bashaw's part was combined with a com- 
plete want of power to enforce discipline amongst 
the men; and when, rather later in the day, they 
plundered some wayfarers of the gourds used by 
them for drinking purposes, the only appeal 
made by that undaunted warrior was one to 
Providence, which he ejffected by raising both 
arms to heaven and turning up his eyes in the 
same direction. As a coercive military measure 
it was ineffective, and when the disgusted mule 
kicked his contempt, the Bashaw retired under 
cover of that interruption, leaving the rights of 
meujYi and tuum to be adjusted at a future 
period and elsewhere. 

Abyssinian soldiery are of lawless conduct, and 
the custom of the country makes might right ; 
therefore villages are constructed in the manner 
I have mentioned (slightly raised above the 
plains), with a view to escaping forced contribu- 
tions as far as is possible; the passage of 
armies, which naturally in their line of march 
take the level route, being a constant source of 
dread, whilst camp-followers and stragglers, 
either thieves by profession, or those whom 
circumstances may at any time convert into 
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thieves, find it more difficult to approach dwell- 
ings raised on the spurs of hills and surrounded 
by thick hedges, than houses erected on the 
general causeway. 

In a garden-like space perfumed with jas- 
mine, wild-roses, and honeysuckle, at the head of 
the bridge spanning the river Reb, I halted to 
allow the baggage mules and cattle to arrive. At 
this point, creeping along the hills from north-east 
and west, two small streams unite, joining their 
forces to course towards and swell the waters of 
Lake Tzana. 

Two hours later we climbed the sides of the 
hills and dismounted in Faag. I inspected 
many of the dwellings, but found Hhem all 
equally distasteful ; eventually I occupied a de- 
testably dirty one, one of a group of six enclosed 
within a high fence ; but it recommenced raining 
so pitilessly that I was thankful even for the 
shelter afforded by it ; and on this subject the 
lady of the house and the residential mule shared 
my feelings. Squatting in a corner, the former 
exhibited an unobtrusive but never-ceasing in- 
terest in all my movements. As I had long 
since learnt that no gentle hint, such as a gradual 
removal of my clothing, would produce the least 
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effect, I abandoned all such futile experiments, 
and resigned myself to a supervision the less 
flattering because persevered in with an ulterior 
view to petty larceny ; and whilst smiles played 
about the deceitful creature's face, well did I 
know the quiet longing for acquisition in her 
soul. The mule was placed in a position to 
make him a pleased spectator of my slumbers ; 
for his stall was immediately behind my bed, 
and his head and neck protruded above my face. 
The roof shortly began to leak, and a more dis- 
mal evening I have rarely passed. It rained 
in sheets, and even a momentary insertion of 
the person in the open air meant thorough 
saturation. 

I made acquaintance this evening with the 
finest sort of needle manufactured in the district. 
It was two and a half inches long, and carried 
small string easily. 

A tremendous row in the morning ensued be- 
tween Mahomed (incited by Ahmed) and Inged- 
dah, the latter being accused to me of absorbing 
the king's bounty. It was true that only one 
ox a day was forthcoming since my departure 
from Debra Tabor, and a corresponding di- 
minution of bread, etc., had resulted ; but 
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as more than sufficed for the wants of my entire 
household was forthcoming, it was too delicate a 
matter for me to touch on. It, however, formed 
an admirable subject for recrimination between 
the foes, and I have no doubt the quiet, cat-like 
Ingeddah was guilty to the last degree. 

Riding along the side of the hills under a 
steady downfall, the level lands of Foggora be- 
low looked uninteresting and dismal, and it was 
not until we turned to the right, and reached 
the beautiful defile and descent leading to Lam- 
gu6 that I could feel any pleasure in the scene ; 
but the view of the luxuriant foliage, the waving 
palms, and blooming cacti lining the warm, 
sheltered hollows ; the murmuring, miniature 
streams, the endless distant hills, and the solemn 
stillness of the lake, hung with a heavy pall of 
mist obscuring its farther shores, created a 
picture too perfect to be passed without arousing 
one's sense of the loveliness of Nature. It was 
beauty under a temporary frown, but it was 
beauty still ; and, supposing equal conditions of 
weather, the road from Debra Tabor would sur- 
pass in charm of scenery the road towards it. 

The industry of this district was evidenced by 

caravans of cotton — we .passed at least two hun* 
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dred bales — which lined the road to Faag ; giv- 
ing employment to the quaint custom-house of 
the frontier of Begumder, the occupants of 
which honoured me with a smile of friendship 
on passing through as a recognized acquaintance. 

We traversed the narrow path, and an hour 
later I halted on the shores of the lake, and for 
the first time used one of the small country 
tents which I had purchased at Debra Tabor; 
this was just large enough to hold my bed 
lengthwise on one side of the poles, whilst 
opposite me were ranged my portmanteau, 
serving as a table, and the things I most valued. 
Entrance into my abode was necessarily made in 
a stooping position, or most easily on all fours, 
and it must be confessed that, when extended on 
my bed, my feet protruded outside my dwelling. 

The spot on which we were encamped formed 
apparently a portion of the bed of the lake, 
which was enclosed in our rear by a low bank 
covered with shrubs and bushes, constituting 
doubtless its boundary at fuller periods ; copses 
of small trees ran behind this bank, and stretch- 
ed inland to the encircling mountains. Ten 
yards in our front the waters lay without a 
ripple, so shallow at the edges that no drinking- 
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vessel, however flat, could be filled without 
wading sorae distance, and a straight walk out 
of half a mile would not in many instances have 
covered the knee. The huge, burly forms of 
the numerous hippopotami which frequent the 
deeper and more solitary portions were, how- 
ever, easily distinguishable at some distance. 

Birds of various sorts promenaded the margin 
of the lake, and family-looking pelicans and 
supercilious cranes stalked solemnly about its 
chores, congregating opposite my tent with 
speculations possibly upon its foreign proprietor 
and his uses. 

On halting, the horses and mules were fast- 
ened to pegs driven into the ground, and some 
wood collected in the vicinity soon sparkled into 
fires, which served the purpose not only of pre- 
paring food, but of diffusing cheerfulness around 
our camp; small squares of carpet were pro- 
duced and spread out by the followers, suppers 
prepared, and affairs discussed. 

Shortly after our arrival a few wayfarers 
trudged along the banks to their neigh- 
bouring homes ; but these soon ceased to pass, 
and, as the members of my party one by one 
dropped back upon their resting-places, sleep 
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took possession of the group. A consideration 
of my tent forced a new subject for reflection 
upon my mind, and, previous to seeking the 
hospitable shelter of my new Dembean residence, 
I thoughtfully weighed the comparative advan- 
tages of exposing my pedal extremities with or 
without boots— Kjomfort on the one hand, possi- 
ble peril on the other; for it was clear that 
the lanky birds, even now regarding my tent 
with hostile glances, considered me a super- 
fluity. I felt uncertain how £sir they might re- 
sent the intrusion of my feet upon their privacy 
as an insult, and my ornithological knowledge 
was insufficient to insure me peace of mind 
against their spitefulness. 

There is always a feeling of gloom even dur- 
ing the day attendant on large motionless sheets 
of water under a cold, leaden sky, and the white 
wings of the birds which flit across the surface of 
the lake look weird and ghost-like. As evening 
closed in, and dusk obscured the lake, I felt the 
stillness which prevailed, and could almost imag- 
ine it a shape substantial and tangible from which 
my tent became a cheerful refuge. 

Before retiring, I cast a final glance around ; 
a dim, yellow moon now struggled ineffectually 



A SUBJECT OF BEGUET. 263 

with heavy masses of cloud, and showed at 
intervals with a feeble, uncertain light; sky, 
mist, and water mingled together in one indis- 
tinct, vapour-like sheet; behind the banks 
looked black and blurred, whilst a thickened 
shadow on our left alone served to indicate 
where the mountains of Begumder ran into the 
lake ; the restless birds had retired to roost, 
expiring fires .flickered slowly out, no life dis- 
turbed the deserted shores, and the solemn 
silence of night had settled down upon a scene 
which looked grey and dreary. 

When the morning broke, I struck my tent 
and resumed the route to Frangar, using the 
shores of the lake for a certain distance as a 
highway. It is a subject of regret with me that 
I cannot relate a successful adventure under- 
taken in pursuit of one of the amphibious mon- 
sters frequenting these regions, but my length- 
ened delay at Serramba, so utterly unexpected, 
made it necessary that I should now return to the 
Soudan as quickly as possible, and no happy 
results could be anticipated in the chase of the 
hippopotamus, unless I made up my mind to 
devote at least a week to that object. 

After a short period we struck off into the 
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copse-covered tract which ran along our right 
hand, then journeyed over the ground made 
memorable by the struggle with the Betwiddet, 
and, three hours subsequently, crossed the 
Mogetsch. I must here notice that the rivers 
marked in charts, and mentioned by Bruce as 
lying between the Mogetsch and Emfras, were 
not crossed by me, which must have happened 
had they existed. As, however, he doubtless 
performed this journey in the autumn, mountain 
torrents swollen by the rains most probably ran 
across the plains into the lake at that time of 
year. The Mogetsch itself, though permanently 
flowing, is insignificant in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the lake, dispersing its stream in 
numerous small side-channels which course about 
the plains. 

The villages of Goramba were passed on the 
right, and much diversion was caused as we 
went along by the sporting proclivities developed 
by Bashaw Mari. Innumerable times did that 
Christian warrior, with praiseworthy persever- 
ance, approach wild fowl sufficiently near to 
blow their heads off. Equally numberless were 
the occasions seized by them to wing a retreat- 
ing flight with contemptuous indifference, and 
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it seemed curious that even an Abyssinian should 
be so unskilful ; but, watching the bearer of the 
gun, who loaded fpr him, I soon saw that he 
was providing the Bashaw with ball-cartridge, a 
proceeding which partially accounted for his 
non-success. 

Shortly after we forded the second small 
stream below Frangar, and speedily commenced 
the ascent leading to the hill behind the pro- 
jecting spur on which Ras Areya's house was 
situated. I found the crowd of retainers and 
courtiers assembled around the king's minister 
almost as great as that surrounding the monarch 
himself, and tents and temporary dwellings of 
every size and description covered each foot of 
ground in the vicinity of his residence ; whilst 
hundreds of human beings of all conditions 
moved or lounged about. The hill, which on 
my previous visit had presented a quiet, leafy 
retreat, with a few widely-scattered peasants' 
houses, was now thronged with bustling groups 
of people, and resounded with life and ani- 
mation. 

There was here obviously more noise and less 
restraint practised than at Debra Tabor, and the 
sounds of musical instruments and revelry gave 



266 A VISIT TO ABYSSINIA. 

assuranoe that greater licence was allowed — a 
freedom, I imagine, less due to any distinction 
of degree existing between the king and minis- 
ter than to the known indifference of the latter 
to the observance of strictness of life, and 
indulgence to moral shortcomings. 

I found that a good-sized tent, with a couch 
and carpets, had been provided for me ; but I 
had hardly dismounted when a messenger was 
in attendance to say that the Ras would like to 
see me at once on arrival. 
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MY tent was pitched on the side of the hill 
overlooking the plains and lake of 
Derabea. About three hundred yards lower 
down in my front was the mansion of the 
Governor of Amhara. A long, uncemented wall 
of blocks of stone ran along a tongue of land 
which formed the lower part of the hill, descend- 
ing to the flat tracts below. This wall enclosed 
a large entrance-courtyard, in which was a cir- 
cular stone house; beyond, in a second space, 
the larger dwelling occupied personally by the 
Ras, also of stone, stood. Both constructions 
were of considerable size, but uncemented. 
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On entering, I found him sitting on the 
ground, a mixed group of twenty friends or 
officials similarly posed around him. A fire, as 
usual, occupied the centre of the room, which 
was vast, dark, and lofty. My friend, the Bet- 
widdet, was on his left hand, rather in the back- 
ground. Sulky-looking as ever loomed the 
dark visage of Barambaras. The Ras's son 
filled a place near his father, who was supported 
on the right by a venerable man, the Governor 
of Karoota ; the remainder of the guests I was 
unacquainted with. 

Greetings of a friendly description were oflfered 
me by my host, and but little formality was 
observed. The Betwiddet commenced a series 
of smiling nods, and Serramba's chief assumed 
an aspect as nearly pleasant as his untiring de- 
votion to his country would permit. A chair 
Tyas offered me, but I considered jit in better 
taste to waive that luxury, as all were sitting, 
and^ taking a place on the ground opposite 
Areya and amongst his guests, reduced myself 
to their level in a crouching attitude. 

Now there is etiquette even to be observed 
in this arrangement of the person, and the man 
who should place his legs in front at length 
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would be regarded as a monster in Abyssinian 
society. It is excellent form to pass the arms 
in front of the legs, which may be doubled up ; 
but the cross-legged position is again to be 
avoided as Mahomedan. Seated, therefore, in 
the most graceful manner, after preliminary 
compliments, I awaited the Ras's views; they 
came as follows : 

*' I have long wished to talk to you, but now, 
owing to difference of language, we are but as 
the beasts of the field ; we may gaze at, but 
cannot understand each other. Had you learnt 
Abyssinian, it might have been otherwise ; but 
now we must talk with the tongues of others. 
I would have spoken of the wrongs the Mussul- 
mans have wrought us, but I find you, a Chris- 
tian, on the side of those who injure us. My 
life has been one of adventure and misery. 
Nine years I passed a prisoner in Shoa ; I saw 
the hands and feet of my friends and relatives 
lopped off, their eyes put out, their bodies 
mangled ; four years in prison at Serramba, 
which you know, two years near Magdala, when 
I was released by the English, for which they 
must be ever my friends. Had Theodoras lived, 
I must have died in chains. I should be rightly 
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the king of the coactry^ but my son reigns in 
my stead, and I am old and satisfied, but I 
direct the affairs of the nation. You have seen 
the king, and you return in good health, for 
which God be praised. When you first came, 
we were away fighting, and had no interpreters 
to make known the contents of the letter, or 
you should not have been so long kept in sus- 
pense. At one time I thought Ismael Pasha my 
friend ; we have always wished to be at peace 
with all. At present we return from a success- 
ful campaign, in which we have obliged the pay- 
ment of customary but withheld tribute. You 
will return; Egypt will be informed of the 
king's wishes ; let us hope that peace will ever 
exist between us. Which part of Habesh that 
you have seen do you prefer ? This part was 
formerly the residence of the Kings of Abys- 
sinia, but wretched struggles have wasted the 
plains with blood, and residences fit for kings 
'exist no longer. We live as you see ; the good 
houses have been destroyed, but I hope, whilst 
you remain, you will not be unhappy." 

It may be supposed, from the above extract, 
that I arrived when the Ras was in a conversa- 
tional mood, but Abyssinians are fond of talking, 
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or rather sermonizing, and I was a fair object. This 
speech in its integrity lasted more than an hour. 
The period which he deplored of past superior 
habitations and prosperity, I could not help 
thinking somewhat over-stated, and, like the 
" good old times " often lamented in our own 
land. I had met with no signs or remains of 
better buildings, and, had more massive con- 
structions been at any time prevalent, some 
ruins must have surely remained to bear witness 
to their former existence. 

Befote I was permitted to take leave there 
was of course wine to be consumed, and I was 
asked to send the horse and mule presented me 
by the king to the Ras's house, there to occupy 
a corner in his own apartment, it being consider- 
ed that any animal the gift of royalty was far 
too sacred to be allowed to remain in the open 
air at night. 

I felt how very guilty I had been on the 
previous evening, dnd now possessed a fuller 
comprehension of Bashaw Mari's reason for de- 
siring a village for each night's halt, but nobody 
had told me of this national observance, and I 
am sure that the six-foot tent I had slept in 
would not have accommodated a horse and mule 
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besides myself; but I knew immediately after I 
heard the present destination proposed for the 
animals, that native feelings had been shocked 
by the careless pegging down of the royal steed 
on the damp shores of the lake, and that noble 
beast's houseless wanderings had doubtless dis- 
turbed the loyal Ingeddah's rest, and lain heavily 
on the distressed soul of Bashaw Mari. 

Presents of oxen and sheep, and the usual 
variety (rather circumscribed) of Abyssinian 
dainties, awaited me on my return from the Ras, 
and were received with fitting honours, I must 
confess, however, that I did not like my quarters, 
for the hill was terribly crowded, and my tent 
was hemmed in and surrounded by many others, 
so unpleasantly near to mine as to force me to 
be a sharer of their noisy revels or wranglings ; 
curious crowds remained standing about the out- 
side watching my every motion, whilst women 
and children took up sitting positions with a 
view to lengthened endurance in their laudable 
supervision, or, slyly lingering in the rear, lifted 
the folds and peeped into the interior. 

As the evening advanced hilarious shrieks 
from many minstrels filled the air, and dancing 
proceeded vigorously. Amongst other exponents 
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of the Terpsichorean art I had the pleasure of 
once more seeing the somewhat elderly sylph 
who had given me a taste of her quality during 
Lent, and who appeared to be a denizen of this 
neighbourhood. The mules also had been 
tethered close to my canvas abode, and kicked 
and quarrelled the whole night ; whilst, to crown 
all, torrents of rain, which speedily fell, informed 
me in the most convincing manner that my tent 
was an old one, and leaked at every pore. 

In the early morning I received a visit from 
the Betwiddet, Bizat Bey. This genial gentle- 
man seemed very quiet, and devoid of his ordi- 
nary vivacity, confined himself to generalities, 
congratulating me upon having reached Johannes, 
and, after remaining some time, took his leave. 

I had, before I last parted with the Betwiddet, 
discovered that he was a finished actor, and, 
though a plausible, I regretted to find a very 
insincere companion; and, on instituting a mental 
comparison between the Governors of Chelga 
and Dembea, I found a difficulty in deciding 
which was the least honest, but there was de- 
cidedly greater pleasure in being deceived by 
Bizat Bey than in being lectured by Barambaras, 
and whereas great claim to virtue was asserted 
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by the latter, moral laxity had been propounded 
by the former as generally pleasant, if wrong. 
It was easy from his manner to perceive that he 
had an object in his visit which had as yet re- 
mained untold. 

I was next favoured by a call from a stranger, 
and I was at first at a loss to understand the 
reason of the polite attention. He produced, 
after an introductory preamble, a copy in Am- 
haric of the five Books of Moses, of which he 
bogged my acceptance. I declined with thanks, 
fullv enlightened as to this indirect manner of 
extracting a pecuniary present, and producing in 
mv turn a small edition of the entire Bible, 
informed him that I was already provided with 
scriptural authorities. I bade him adieu, and 
found myself then attacked by a professional 
beggar, who appeared in the shape of a priest, 
arnuHl with a large emblazoned manuscript 
edition of portions of the Old Testament. I 
satisfied him that T was a Christian by a dona- 
tion, and he departed. The youngest son of Ras 
An^ya next entered, ostensibly to show me a 
rifle belonging to himself, really, I was aware, 
to draw me on to exhibit my rifles and fowling- 
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piece, with a vague hope of a possible reversion of 
the same. 

After he had bid me farewell, ray tent was 
besieged by the halt, the maimed, and the blind, 
and no ailment was considered too inveterate 
for my possible skill. I undeceived them as to 
ray power to reraove chronic maladies by such 
simple remedies as I possessed, and set out to 
pay a second visit to the Ras Areya. I found 
him in the same room, which was now unten- 
anted save by himself. Our conversation was of 
short duration, and he seemed unwell ; suffering, 
as he imparted to me, from heart disease. 

Returning to my temporary abode, I found 
Bizat Bey seated on the ground. Placing him 
in a more dignified position on my couch, I 
waited for him to unfold the cause of this second 
visit ; and he then, with a sad and penitential 
air, poured forth his contrition for having in any 
manner in the past impeded my advance towards 
the king, adding his hope that I would under- 
stand that, whatever he had done against my 
wishes, he had done unwillingly. I said that 
there was no cause for a recurrence to disagree- 
able recollections. Had he not furnished me 
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with six men, without whom I could never have 
succeeded ? I made light of the subject, and we 
parted excellent friends. It grieves me to think 
that the governor had yet an ulterior design, 
and had not quite abandoned the idea that the 
interest he displayed in me might awaken 
generosity afresh, and cause me to remember 
that he was " a poor old man," as he plaintively 
repeated on parting. 

It rained incessantly, and I felt heartily 
ashamed at the despicable conduct of my own 
followers in the face of the Abyssinians. The 
interpreters had a violent quarrel, and when I 
subsequently wanted Fadl el Moula he was in a 
state of happy insensibility. Then Mahomed 
and Ahmed waged a war of words, and Ahmed, 
who had trusted much in his dignity, was no 
match for Mahomed, who had none ; the lan- 
guage of the latter being, as Ahmed informed 
me, terrible, even in Arabic, and I could believe 
it. The rain happily drove them to their tents ; 
but I was not surprised when later on Mach- 
mood entered to tell me that there was no din* 
ner, and that Mahomed had left in order to take 
service with Barambaras, despairing of justice at 
my hands on Ahmed, the dragoman. The idea 
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of Mahomed, a Mussulman, cooking for the 
fanatical border-chief was so comical that I felt 
but little disturbed ; and accordingly at dusk he 
made a penitential return. 

My preparations were made for quitting Fran- 
gar on the next morning, and at 7 a.m. I went 
to take leave of Ras Areya, whom I found in 
the midst of some thirty retainers. Asa parting 
gift, I presented him with a "Winchester rifle, 
which he refused at that time, remarking that a 
traveller should not separate himself from his 
arms ; but added that if, on reaching the frontier, 
I was still in the same mind I could forward it 
to him by Gooroo Pooroo, who was to accom- 
pany me as far as Metemach. On his side, a 
horse, saddle, and accoutrements was led for- 
ward, in addition to a tusk of ivory. 

I was then consulted as to the state of his 
heart. Well acquainted, as he informed me, 
with the European's invariable knowledge of 
medicine, he was certain that I could administer 
something which would be of benefit. 1 was 
compelled to feel that organ, which I did with- 
out deriving much professional knowledge from 
the act, and I confess I was puzzled to resolve 
which to prescribe from the few medicines I was 
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in possession of as likely to be the least mischiev- 
ous ; but I was well aware that to decline all 
treatment would produce dissatisfaction, and my 
refusal would be attributed less to a deficiency 
of skill than to want of will. Quinine, chloro- 
dyne, and Livingstone's and of course Cockles^ 
pills completed my resources, and I came to 
the conclusion that possibly chlorodyne, which I 
had observed on exterior labels volunteered 
happy results for all disorders, would be the 
best to experiment with ; accordingly I sent for 
a small bottle of this panacea, and gave it, 
explaining the doses; from which I foresaw 
harmless, if not beneficial effects. I was, how- 
ever, doomed once more to the discovery that 
residence in a strange land entails strange ex- 
periences, and a polite invitation to take a trial 
dose of my own physic somewhat disgusted me ; 
and " although/' the Ras's son said, " no suspicion 
of evil design could possibly attach to me, it 
would be esteemed a favour if I would swallow 
a similar quantity to that which I had recom- 
mended to his father." 

Feeling that the hand of Providence was 
distinctly visible in the happy thought which 
had inspired chlorodyne, and not pills, gratitude 
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caused me to conceal the nauseous narcotic as 
rapidly as possible without repining, and thirty 
drops in water of this unappetising morning 
drink disappeared down my throat. The ex- 
periment was deemed satisfactory; and if I 
exhibited in my person no very striking im- 
provement from the drug, still, on the other 
hand, I remained alive, and apparently unin- 
jured. So the bottle was corked up and 
removed with thanks. Had I refused the 
experimentum in corpore vili^ it would have given 
rise to disagreeable suspicions of more import- 
ance than the temporary discomfort occasioned 
me by the bitter beverage; but I retired as 
quickly after this incident as I could, fearing the 
development of farther disorders, with a conse- 
quent preliminary trial of remedies. 

Many had been the temptations offered me 
during my residence in the country to act in a 
professional capacity. I had successfully resisted 
them all ; I am naturally unambitious, and never 
experienced any temptation to emulate the 
miraculous achievements obtained by small 
means by many travellers, combined with the 
ahnost religious veneration paid to them in 
consequence. I had admitted my inability to 
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restore lost sight, had repudiated the notion of 
imparting renewed vitality to a withered limb, 
and in endless cases of chronic disease, extending 
over periods of eight or ten years, had checked 
the unbounded native faith in anything foreign 
as a cure, by owning that I was helpless to aid 
them. At all places where I had remained a 
day the maimed, the halt, and the blind had 
been produced for my inspection. I had pitied 
their afflictions, but had endeavoured to make 
them understand that a special knowledge was 
required, of which I was not possessed. My 
humility had but succeeded in giving me, as a 
credulous and unreasoning patient, the directing 
genius of the country, willing to swallow any- 
thing, however nasty, if only I would absorb 
into my own system a little of the drug pro- 
posed. How many lives would be saved, I 
thought, if only a similar system prevailed at 
home; but my ever-recurring feeling on that 
day was gratitude that I had not prescribed 
pills. 

The mules were ready when I returned to 
my tent, and a fresh guard, supplied by Ras 
Areya, replaced the one which had escorted me 
from Debra Tabor. Bizat Bey's six men, with 
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whose conduct I had reason to be extremely 
well pleased, I dismissed with a handsome 
present, and the escort were treated to a similar 
formality; for no ceremony is completed in 
Abyssinia without a gift. The duties of Bai-jer- 
nont Ingeddah also terminated at this point 
with a satisfactory farewell, although I was well 
aware that that self-contained individual had in 
many ways benefited by his unjust steward- 
ship. 

Three loaves of fine white bread reached me 
from Eas Areya on departure. 

At Frangar I was but a few hours from 
Gondar, and I had serious thoughts of prolong- 
ing my experiences by a visit to that city ; but 
one Amharic town is so like another that one 
description will hold good for all ; and, beyond 
the ruins of the palace built by the Portuguese, 
the capital holds nothing of interest — it has, in 
fact, ceased to be the capital, the present king 
preferring residence either at Adua in the north, 
or at Debra Tabor in Begumder, and when 
circumstances require his presence at Gondar 
he now occupies a house at Emp^schera, a 
short distance from that town among the 
mountains. 
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Native manufactures are uadoubtedly to be 
met with there of superior excellence, but these 
are few indeed, and are confined to sword- 
blades, cutlery, cotton-wares, and pottery. 

The most interesting features in the country 
are presented by Nature, which is lavish of 
beautiful scenery. Art of any kind is so uncul- 
tivated as to be virtually a neglected quality. 
Every town is a mere assemblage of circular, 
thatched houses, with conical, thatched roofs, 
placed about in no order, and primitive in their 
surroundings of fences and trees. An occasional 
stone house, still circular, composed of large, 
unhewn, and uncemented blocks, impresses one 
with the idea of only being darker and more 
impervious to air than the others. As Abys- 
sinian intellect has not yet risen to the lofty 
eminence in which the construction of a chim- 
ney assumes form and consistency even as a 
luxury — for the king himself consumes his own 
smoke most strictly — it is unnecessary to search 
for architectural merit in towns and cities, and a 
prolonged residence amongst these thatched 
erections forces on one the conviction that they 
are conspicuous neither for external beauty nor 
internal comfort. 
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Of such buildings the most favourable ideas 
would be entertained by an acquaintance with 
the churches which stopped at the church-door ; 
for the interiors are almost invariably uncared- 
for, and hung with spiders' webs of rope-like 
thickness. 

It must be proclaimed, also, that the habits 
of the people are in accordance with the dwell- 
ings they reside in, and I confess that their con- 
dition disappointed me, and that I had expected 
to encounter a far higher status of domestic 
well-being, or, at all events, evidence of a far 
higher past one than I met with. It is not, 1 
believe, that the country has retrograded, but 
that it has failed to progress ; and the absence of 
communication with distant and more civilized 
nations, whilst the whole interests of the king- 
dom have been sacrificed to internal factions and 
contests with neighbouring races, from whom no 
light was to be acquired, has resulted in a stag- 
nation of thought and enterprise in all channels 
save those common to isolated and barbarous 
nations, fanaticism and warfare. 

The early civilization existing in the first cen- 
turies of the Christian era was confined to the 
coast, and extended no farther south than 



284 A VISIT TO ABYSSINIA. 

Axumitae. The later direct contact of Abyssinia 
with Europe, arising from the importation and 
predominance of Jesuit influence, was of too 
short and turbulent a nature to leave any bene- 
ficial results on art culture, and the few build- 
ings and improvements introduced during their 
ascendancy have been allowed to decay, whilst 
the whole attention and energy of the country 
has been employed in unceasing internal strug- 
gles, created by the ambitions of rival candidates 
for power. Gondar, which was in the fourteenth 
century raised to the dignity of the court resi- 
dence, has of late years decreased in influence 
and population, but, from the presence of supe- 
rior artizans, still remains the principal southern 
mart for cutlery and cotton manufactures. 

I bade adieu to Frangar, taking a north-wes- 
terly direction, and, leaving the church and 
village in the rear, shortly passed the temporary 
encampment of my old guardian, Barambaras, 
to whom I thought it unnecessary to pay a final 
visit. 

On this homeward journey to Chelga, a much 
shorter and more direct path was taken than 
any previously pursued, it being, I suppose, 
considered no longer necessary to assume any 
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disguise with me as to routes. I was now re- 
turning an individual beyond suspicion, honoured 
by the monarch and the all-powerful Ras. On 
former occasions doubt had existed not only as 
to my favourable reception, but even as to 
whether I should be received at all. We con- 
sequently occupied seven hours only, and reach- 
ed Daiossa Alulu's residence at six p.m. The 
big stone house, formerly devoted to Baram- 
baras, was pressed upon me, but it presented so 
gloomy and unventilated an appearance that I 
declined it, much to the surprise of everyone, as 
it was considered— ^and, indeed, as things were 
constituted in the land, undoubtedly was — a 
palatial residence; but I was careful that the 
royal stud should be housed in a fitting manner, 
and a space in it was accordingly devoted to 
them. 

I passed the night in my small black tent, 
which was^ at all events, clean and airy, and on 
the following morning had a large one erected 
in the middle of the space composing the chief of 
the market's domain, for I found that delays were 
again inevitable, and, being now in the hands of 
a retainer of Barambaras, I did not expect that 
any superfluous energy would be exercised on my 
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behalf. Daiossa Alulu was well-intentioned per- 
sonally, but he acted under superior direction. 
Two days before leaving the Ras, I had asked 
specially for a speedy return to the Soudan, and 
the minister had demanded of Barambaras in 
how many days his escort would be ready. The 
answer was in two days ; of course I was now 
informed that several days must elapse before 
their arrival could be hoped for. 

If, however, my wishes in this respect were 
but indifferently fulfilled, I found that I was 
treated with a consideration which I had not 
commanded before, and it wa3 evident that the 
position of the man who had been entertained 
by the king was an assured one, even in the 
territories of the " key of the frontier." 

The old gentleman in whose house I had 
slept on a former occasion, and whom I found 
still investigating the merits of his various 
swords, brightened up at my appearance on his 
threshold, connecting me at once with remini- 
scences of hot coffee, and his daughter smiled 
with raised hopes of future sugar ; but trouble 
speedily commenced again in an order which 
Daiossa stated he had received from Barambaras 
to dismiss Ras Areya's guard. I knew at onoe 
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the true meaning of this desire, for I had been 
distinctly told that the escort was to remain with 
me until my departure, which I felt would be 
facilitated if L retained them, whereas, if I dis- 
missed them to return to Frangar, it would be 
tantamount to a declaration that Barambaras 
had already provided his escort, and that I had 
quitted Chelga ; thus it was possible I might be 
detained by him indefinitely. 

The maintenance of the men was the real 
difiiculty ; every responsibility is in Abyssinia 
pushed on from one to the other, until reach- 
ing the last and lowest unfortunate, who pays 
for all. Daiossa Alulu was in this latter posi- 
tion, and his private interest demanded the 
retirement of the escort, who would have to be 
entertained at his expense. The Ras had mag- 
nificently, as Governor of Amhara, furnished me 
with a guard ; the Governor of Chelga, through 
whose country they would pass, magnificently 
ordered their entertainment ; on Daiossa Alulu, 
in whose tenements they would dwell, must 
devolve the duty of providing them with food. 

I had now been long enough in the country to 
understand all this, so I at once also, in a mag- 
nificent way, made over to the guard the ox 
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which the Ras had informed me was to be 
brought daily for my immediate household, but 
of which as yet no mention had been made. 
This was a terrific and unforeseen counter- 
demonstration, and Daiossa Alulu's countenance 
fell. I proceeded further to give orders that 
this mythical animal should be at once slaught- 
ered in the native fashion for my Abyssinian 
followers, which of course left the unfortunate 
Daiossa without a supporter, as all smelt a feast. 
A smile went round, and, in order to escape this 
fresh embarrassment, Daiossa retired hastily, and 
nothing more was at present said about the men, 
I did not desire them to return to Frangar until 
I found myself on the road to Wahnaat, and I 
had good reason to feel no dependence on either 
the energy or good will of Barambaras. 

As, however, I did not really wish to em- 
barrass Daiossa with expenditure on my account 
(having oxen and sheep of my own remaining 
from the king's munificence), I ordered two bul- 
locks to be killed, one for the Christians and 
one for the Mussulmans; then calling Daiossa 
into my tent, I made him a present which would 
hold him harmless from loss — any amount of 
bread, milk, &c., being amply covered. After 
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this harmony reigned. The " berberer " made at 
Chelga claims a word of recognition ; it was the 
only fiery condiment I tasted which was really 
pleasing to the palate, and was composed of 
tamarinds, black pepper, and capsicums. 
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Fmngar by Gv>3r\x) Pooroo as a gift from Ras 
Arvva. and a certain accession of dignity was 
obriiined by the dragoman in consequence, who, 
mcun:ovi oa the s:eed wi:h haughty carriage, 
thoiKv:or:h disponed himself in equestrian exer- 
vi;?^ on the plains beneath. 
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The market of Chelga took place during my 
stay, and the village and open space surrounding 
it was attended by at least three thousand people, 
drawn from the neighbouring districts; it ex- 
tended over three days, and, as a few Mussul- 
mans are permitte(l to dwell on this side of the 
country, the concourse assembled presented a 
mixed gathering of Arabs and natives. Business 
was conducted in oxen, horses, coffee, cotton, 
wax, butter, and honey, but in most instances 
the time was devoted to bargaining, the delivery 
of the animals and goods taking place on the 
last or subsequent days. But few dollars are in 
circulation, most transactions being arranged by 
exchanges, the gallup or salt currency balancing 
the differences. 

The position of Chelga constitutes it one of 
the largest trading marts in the country ; distant 
but three days from Egyptian territory, and a 
few hours from the capital Gondar, a great 
portion of the commerce of central and southern 
Abyssinia passes through it, the whole being, 
however, very limited, judged by European 
standards, and the imported manufactured goods 
are articles of the cheapest and most inferior 
classification. 

u2 
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The large caravans from the south of Abys- 
sinia, bringing slaves, ivory, gold, ostrich feathers, 
coffee, &c., from Gojam and the Gallas, make 
their way through the entire kingdom direct to 
the coast, their mart being Massowah, where 
they receive in exchange, in addition to Maria 
Theresa dollars, much rubbish in the shape of 
beads, cut glass, blue floss silk (used in the con- 
struction of the baptismal cords), Indian stuffs, 
and a few Turkish and European manufactured 
cloths, carpets, and rugs. 

The whole trade of Abyssinia must be very 
small, and would seem likely to remain so, for 
at present there exists in the country no develop- 
ment of commercial instincts. The Habesh is a 
shrewd bargainer, his nature is avaricious, but 
the game of speculation is as yet unlearnt, and 
hand to hand transactions are the only form of 
trade understood. Venture much to gain much 
is as a rule the result of long practice, inuring to 
bold commercial transaction ; the Habesh may 
become a man of business in the future, but at 
present, with primitive ideas, he shrinks from 
risk, and his grasp of any matter not familiar to 
him is timid and impeded by suspicion ; this latter 
quality invades his every action. 
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A large trade in slaves from the Gallas was 
formerly carried on by Abyssinia, a well-formed, 
handsome woman costing a hundred dollars. 
This is now a prohibited traffic on the side of the 
Government of the Soudan, and there the slave 
marts exist no longer. Many of the southern 
Galla races are of fairer complexions than the 
Abyssinians, and possess skins of an olive hue. 

On the second day of the market gathering a 
terrific hailstorm fell, and, as there was no sort 
of shelter for the visitors, it was amusing to ob- 
serve them exposed to its violence, without any 
means of protection beyond crouching on the 
ground, and covering their heads with their arms 
and wrappers. The storms of hail in this country 
are both fierce and frequent, the missiles of great 
size, and projected with such force as to be 
absolutely dangerous. 

On the fifth day of my residence a most dis- 
agreeable incident occurred ; the silver ornaments 
of the saddlery given me by Ras Areya were 
stolen during the night from the big stone house 
in which they were kept, the two interpreters 
and their two servants, who all inhabited that 
dwelling after I had declined it, having occupied 
it during the same night. The value of the 
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ornaments might have been thirty dollars, but 
the nature of the theft made it almost doubtful 
whether the mere intrinsic value of the trappings 
was the object sought. 

Accusations and counter-accusations, hints and 
suspicions, were poured into my ears, and from 
Daiossa Alulu to the poorest native in the neigh- 
bourhood, all were by turns suggested to me as 
possible culprits. As the ornaments had been cut 
off one by one, and the leather trappings left be« 
hind, it was obviously a work deliberately done, 
in no very pressing fear of detection, and the 
interpreters were subjected to openly- made re- 
marks of a very unpleasant nature by their msxiy 
foes. Personally I accused nobody, for not the 
smallest substantial proof was forthcoming, and 
it seemed to me to be quite as probably the act 
of an unscrupulous man, in order to prejudice 
me against a follower, as to be a theft perpetrated 
for the value of the things stolen. 

Gooroo Pooroo, however, at once rushed off to 
Frangar to the Ras with the news ; in the course 
of the day he returned with a fresh and similar 
set of ornaments, with the Ras's regards ; but I 
heard that, according to Abyssinian law, which 
exacts an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
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tooth, although no culprit had been detected, as 
the occurrence had taken place in the jurisdiction 
of Barambaras, the loss would have to be made 
good by hi in, and I am quite sure that the 
''key" must have anathematized my name and 
existence. 

A daily incessant war was waged with refer- 
ence to the guard provided by Ras Areya, and 
numerous complaints were made of their mis- 
conduct towards the residents in the small settle- 
ment by Daiossa Alulu, who used to present 
himself at the door of my tent, and having 
gained admittance, placed himself before me on 
his knees in a supplicatory attitude, his hands 
clasped together. He would remain thus for 
half an hour at a time, and assuming an air of 
the greatest misery, announce to me his present 
and future ruin as a result of that pernidoua 
guard. At times, having observed my fondness 
for children, he would lead by the hand his 
small son, wife, and entire family, and passing 
one by one into the tent they would all fall on 
their knees together, reciting a wretched chorus 
of misery ; the father explaining with sobs in his 
voice that my obduracy was reducing them all 
to sorrow. I need not say that this was acting, 
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and in begging the Habesh is absolutely inde* 
fatigable. 

I had taken care that no pecuniary sacrifice 
should be suffered, in fact he was now a con- 
siderable gainer, but his views had enlarged 
with acquisition, and having received money for 
the maintenance of the guard, it was now as 
much as ever his object to get rid of them and 
save the food they might consume. Though 
sorely tried with his piteous invasions and re- 
proachful looks I held out, and on the seventh 
day after my arrival at Chelga I was informed 
that Barambaras's representative was on the road 
from Serramba with the necessary men. This 
was welcome news; for that very morning in 
despair I had sent to Ras Areya, acquainting 
him with the delay which was detaining me from 
return. 

When at length we really left Chelga I made 
a present to Mrs. Daiossa Alulu of a cow and 
small calf, and took an affectionate leave of the 
various youthful members of the hill, with whom 
I had been great friends. 

I mustered on the homeward journey twenty- 
six mules only, having altogether lost four on 
the route. We descended the mount, crossed 
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the market-village, and steered a north-westerly 
course through the mountains for Wahnaat, 
which would lead us past but happily not to 
Serramba. Daiossa Alulu of course insisted on 
accompanying me, and mounted his war-steed 
for the purpose, the guard running as usual in 
front, rear, and alongside of us. Our party was 
increased by a camel, which Fadl el Moula, with 
an eye to business, had purchased at Chelga 
market for five dollars. The unfortunate animal 
had been in the country some time, having been 
brought across the frontier, but no one caring to 
risk the return journey with him burdened, he 
had passed a melancholy existence, looking sadly 
out of place, the only one of his species I had 
met in Abyssinia. He appeared emaciated and 
pinched with cold, but being allowed to pursue 
his way independently, got on fairly well ; he was, 
however, terribly clumsy on the mountain-tracks, 
and I am sure must have been quite glad to find 
himself once more at home on the lovely sandy 
deserts of the Soudan. 

After about three hours we entered the long 
valley enclosing Serramba on its southern side, 
and as I passed along its lofty heights I thought 
of the many weary hours I had paced away on 
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its slopes, but my old residence was hiddea from 
my view, and shortly after a sudden curve 
removed Serramba and its picturesque heights 
and valleys alike from my sight 

In a very pretty spot, under a wide-spreading^ 
shade-giving tree, to my great astonishment, 
after a march of four hours, Barambaras's re- 
presentative elected to halt, the reason assigned 
being the insufficient number of the escort ; but 
the real resason was shortly after disclosed by 
the re-appearance of Gooroo Pooroo, who had 
been absent at our departure, with a tall, broad- 
shouldered companion, wearing a long black 
beard, a most unusual appendage to an Abys- 
sinian layman; in countenance, also, he in no 
manner resembled the native types, and I was 
puzzled to account both for his presence and his 
nationality. He was introduced by Gooroo 
Pooroo as an emissary from the Ras, specially 
sent to see me safely across the frontier. As, 
however, beyond a formal acknowledgment of 
my presence on first arrival, he took no farther 
notice of me, and in no manner kept me in view 
either on this or the following day, I was doubt- 
ful of the correctness of this designation; so 
many false representations had been by this time 
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made to me, that I had growa to place but little 
faith in any. 

Ours was a very gipsy^like looking camp, and 
a number of huts of boughs were speedily raised 
for future shelter, as every promise was con- 
veyed by the clouds that the night would be wet 
and stormy ; and about dusk rain fell in torrents, 
from which I was safely protected by the folds 
of my small black tent. 

On the following morning, at 5 a.m., we con- 
tinued our course, the track being a wild and 
winding one around the side of high mountains, 
deep hollows running below on the outer hand. 
Innumerable streams and torrents foamed 
around, coursing off to swell the Atbara, and 
the path wore in such circles that for hours 
Serramba's towering heights remained visible in 
our rear. 

It was my usual habit in these daily journeys 
to keep my baggage-mules in front, being thus 
less likely to lose them, or permit the drivers to 
loiter behind, and the men of Chelga were so 
careless that it was quite possible a lagging mule 
might be left with no attendant at all. Animals, if 
not mounted, will stray or stop to feed, and thus 
fall to the rear. Gooroo Pooroo, Baldo Mariam^ 
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and Mahomed were on this occasion in advance 
with the muleSy which carried my most valued 
things, books, letters, &c. The path was very 
narrow, and we were of course in single file, 
wooded heights rising on the right hand direct- 
ly upward from our feet, whilst below on the 
left, at a great depth, ranged an undulating 
ravine. 

We had been proceeding in this way for some 
time, when a sudden curve brought us to a 
hamlet of a few houses on a small flat spur con- 
necting two mountains. In an instant all was 
confusion; with one accord the mules around 
me were quitted, the men rushing to the houses, 
on which they levied forced contributions of 
bread and drink. No authority, of course, was 
at hand, and Gooroo and Baldo Mariam, who 
were in front, appeared not to hear or be aware 
of the lawless conduct of the men surrounding 
me. The mules were left to stray wherever 
they liked, the guard refused to go any farther, 
threw themselves on the ground, and, in answer 
to my endeavours to urge them to advance, 
informed me that I should go back to Serramba, 
and were decidedly mutinous and insulting. 

I had not met the representative of Baram- 
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baras or the emissary from the Ras since a polite 
contest between them at a narrow ford some 
distance back ; ray interpreters were not to be 
seen, and I was utterly without means of appeal 
or power to compel the wretches to continue 
their march. My led horses were fortunately in 
the hands of two men whom I had engaged at 
Frangar, who remained obedient, and with these 
in despair, after repeated useless efforts, I re- 
solved to go forward, and endeavour to find 
the way across these interminable mountain 
ranges to Wahnaat ; unhappily my compass was 
in the boxes in charge of Mahomed, and I 
pushed on, hoping, by additional speed, to over- 
take the three servants who were before me. 

As I quitted the scene, the mule with my bed 
was wandering down into the valley, another 
with the tent was returning to the rear, the 
others appeared undecided as to their direction, 
whilst the men remained seated on the ground, 
obviously without intention of moving; there 
. was but little use in my attempting farther en- 
deavours to press them to their duty ; besides, I 
was really more anxious about the effects iu 
front, which I did not wish out of my sight, and 
of which at present I discovered no trace in the 
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distance ; if also I halted now with these men, 
all chance of reaching Wahnaat that evening 
mnst be abandoned, and I should in all likeli- 
hood wander about in the dark, lose the road, 
and be forced to pass the night on the bare 
ground, little better off on the next morning. 
There was, unfortunately, a division of roads, 
one continuing inside along the mountain, which 
was wedge-shape at this point, whilst the other 
branched off outside it. I determined, after 
consultation with the two Dembeans, to take the 
latter, which coincided with my idea of the 
direction, and pursued it as rapidly as I could, 
hoping the men behind would come to their 
senses presently and follow to Wahnaat. 

For some distance I trotted on, but no s^s 
of servants or mules appeared, and I felt aston- 
ished, for I ought certainly to have overtaken 
them, considering the extra diligence I had 
exercised. I however perceived, at the base of 
the hills I was traversing, certain wayfarers and 
mules coming from an opposite direction. De- 
scending, therefore, as rapidly as possible, I 
found myself on the road they were pursuing, 
which was a comparatively easy and level track* 
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The travellers proved to be a cotton caravan, 
but, to ray disgust, they informed me that no per- 
sons answering the description I gave had passed 
that way. This was perplexing, but to return 
was impossible, so I pushed on, hearing at all 
events that I was on the road to Wahnaat. 

After some hours, in a wildly picturesque hol- 
low, dark and overshadowed by trees, I found 
myself confronted by a stream which proved to 
be the Gondauer, here about forty feet wide and 
easily fordable^ the water not reaching to our 
mules' knees. It ran in a winding rocky bed 
with a rather rapid current. On its banks I 
discovered Ahmed, from whom I learnt that at 
the division of the roads he had gone on in ad- 
vance, taking the same one as myself, supposing 
that the rest were following, but that after some 
distance he had become aware that he was 
quite alone, and had consequently halted at 
the stream. 

Fadl el Moula and Gboroo Pooroo then ap- 
peared about half a mile off, Baldo Mariam 
bringing up the rear; but no baggage and no 
Mahomed. On arrival I asked the two latter 
when and where they had left Mahomed and 
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the laden mules committed to their charge, 
and received the answer that they were among 
the mountains, but would arrive shortly. Mov- 
ing forward therefore, for threatening drops 
began to fall, I shortly again crossed a bend in 
the river, though here its bed was green and 
mossy, and looming in the distance the hills 
bounding Wahqaat became visible; but I felt 
highly dissatisfied with the whole day's perfor- 
mance, which I began to be aware had been 
previously arranged from its earliest commence- 
ment and concealed an ulterior object, though 
what that could be, unless it were a private exa- 
mination of my papers, previous to leaving the 
country, by the Ras's emissary, I could not 
divine. 

No great harm could result. I was quite clear 
of any traitorous designs against the Government, 
and the minister's agent could but examine the 
dispatches confided to me by the king. Possibly 
the border chief considered it necessary, in the 
interests of the country, to inspect my effects be- 
fore leaving the kingdom, without subjecting me 
to the indignity of a search ; if so, Mahomed pos- 
sessed the keys and was not likely to present very 
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formidable opposition to a private scrutiny. Sus- 
picion and duplicity are of the strongest home 
growth in the country, and I felt it impossible to 
penetrate the motives of the day's proceedings. 

The rest of the journey was finished in heavy 
rain ; two hours' soaking had to be endured 
before Wahnaat was reached, and two hours 
more passed before the Ras's representative, Bar- 
ambaras's officer, Mahomed, and my effects, to- 
gether with the escort, struggled into Wahnaat. 
As it was then too late to open any boxes or pitch 

tents, the last night of my stay in Abyssinia was 
a properly miserable one. 

The vice-governor of Metemnah (Gallabat) 
had come to meet me with two hundred of Sh^k 
Salih's warriors," amongst whom, though Mussul- 
mans, I confess I felt more at home than with 
these wild uncouth Christians of Serramba ; and it 
was somewhat amusing to consider that my last 
day's march had been effected without the escort 
sent for my supposed protection and guidance, 
whose society I had in fact found so unpleasant 
that I had felt heartily glad to be freed from 
it. 

The accident which had forced me to depend 
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oa my own resources had exposed the fact that 
we were being guided amongst mountains on 
unfrequented tracts, whilst a caravan route of a 
comparatively easy nature ran parallel to the 
arduous paths we pursued. As to the manner in 
which I had been dragged over precipices and 
mountain lakes on my first entrance into the 
kingdom, I had now long known that a desire to 
make the border-land appear to the foreigner as 
impenetrable as possible had been the object 
sought; and on my first visit to Dembea the 
apparently frank but really cunning Betwiddet 
had purposely in many instances selected unfre- 
qented paths, with enclosing chains of heights on 
either side, in order that I might return as 
unenlightened as possible as to the high-roads and 
travelling facilities of the country I had passed 
through ; and there had been, until the arrival 
of the king's permission for me to approach 
Debra Tabor, a deliberate intention in every possi- 
ble manner to disguise the direct routes. 

In the morning I paid a parting visit to the 
two officials, and became convinced that the repre- 
sentative of Ras Areya was a Syrian, and no Abys- 
sinian. They left on their return journey to Ser- 



ARRIVAL IN GALLABAT. 307 

raraba early in the day, and at the same period I 
quitted Wahnaat with my Arab friends, taking a 
westerly course in the direction of Gallabat. 

We encamped that night on the banks of the 
Gondauer or Atbara, and arrived on the follow -^ 
day without incident in Gallabat, 



THE END. 



LONDON : VRUXTED BT DUNOAN ICAODONALD, BLENHEIM HOUSE. 



MESSRS. HURST AND BLACKETT'S 



LIST OF NEW WORKS. 



18, Obiat Mablbobough Stbbbt. 

MESSRS. HURST AJD BLACKEITS 

LIST OF NEW WORKS. 



A VISIT TO ABYSSINIA ; an Account of Travel 

IN Modern ExmopiA. By W. Winbtanlet, lato 4th (Queen's Own) 
Hussars. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 21s. 

LIFE IN WESTERN INDIA. By Mrs. Guthrie, 

Author of " Through Russia/' " My Year in an Indian Fort," &c. 
2 vols, crown Svo, with Illustrations. 2 Is. 

"This la a remarkable book, for the yariety and brilliance of the pictures which 
It sets before us. Mrs. GKxthrle Is no ordinary observer. She has a keen eye for 
scenery, and can deecribe what ehe sees with much Tlvldnesfi. Then she is a bot- 
anist, at home in the vast yariety of the Indian flora, Bomething of an archieolo- 
gist and has more than an ordinary knowledge of Indian hiHtory ; and she notes 
with a keen interest the life and character of the native populatloa Altogether 
this is a charming book, in which we can find no fault, except it be an embarrass- 
ing rldmess of matter which makes us feel that we have given no idea of it to 
onr readers ; we can only say, Let them Judge for themRelves/'— •/>a/2 Mall Ocuette. 

*' lira GKxthrie's ' Life in western India ' is worthv the graphic pen of this ac- 
complished writer. Her familiarity with Indian life enables her to portray in 
faithfnl and vivid hues the character of Hindoo and Mohammedan tribes, noting 
the peculiarities of their social and religious traditions, and representing their 
personal habits and manners with pictnresque fidelity."— Z>a</y Telegraph. 

CATHARINE OP ARAGON, and the Sources 

OF THB Enoush Refosbcation. Edited, from the French of Albert 

DU Bars, with Notes by Ohablottb M. Yonob, Author of ** The 

Heir of RedclyfiPe," &c, 2 vols, crown Svo. 21s. 

"This book is valuable as an able compendium of documents about Oatharine, 

and also as a statement of the ctfuses which led to the English Reformation. It 

should be read by all who want to take a comprehensive view of the period. Miss 

Yonge's work is thoroughly and conscientiously done." — Graphic. 

**£ven those who are well acquainted with lliss Strickland and Ltngard may 
derive much additional information and renewed pleaiure from M. Albert dn 
BajB. We do not think that the labour of translation has been in vain in the case 
of the present work. Miss Yonge's well-deserved reputation would of itself be 
sufficient to give it currency."— rA< Tablet. 

OUR HOLIDAY IN THE EAST. By Mrs. George 

SuMNEB. Edited by the Rev. G. H. Suhneb, Hon. Canon of Winches- 
ter, Rector of Old Alresfordi Hants. Svo, with Illustrations. 15s. 

** * Oar Holiday In the East ' may take its place among the earnest and able 
books recording personal travel and Impressions in those lands which are conse- 
crated to us by their identifloation with Bible history.'*— •Z>a</y Telegraph. 

** A most charming narrative of a tour in the East amongst scenes of the deep- 
est Interest to the Christian. No one can rise from the perusal of this fascinating 
volume without the pleasant conviction of having obtained much valuable aid for 
the study of the inspired narrative of Our Blessed Lord's life."— /{^cord 

"An attractive volume, which is very agreeable reading."— /oA» Bulk 

MY JOURNEY ROUND THE WORLD, via 

Oetlon, New Zealand, Aubtbalia, Tobbes Stbatts, China, 
Japan, and the United Statbs. By Captain S. H. Jones-Pabbt, 
late 102nd Royal Madras Fusileers. 2 vols, crown Svo. 21s. 
"A very pleasant book of travel, well worth reading."— (Sfpeetotor. 
** A readable book, light, pleasant, and chatty."— (7/ode. 
** A lively account of the author's experiences ashore and afloat, which is well 
worth reading.**— Ztotfy Ifem. 

" It is pleasant to follow Captain Jones-Parry on his Journey round the world. 
He is full of life, sparkle, sunllight, and anecdote."— (Th^Afc. 



18, Gbbat Mablbobouoh Stbbbt. 

MESSRS. HURST AND BLACKETT'S 
NEW WORKS— Continued. 



ROYAL WINDSOR. By W. Hepworth Dixon. 

Second Edition. YolumeB I. and n. Demy 8to. 30b. 

CONTENTS OF VOLS. I AND IL— Castle Hill, Norman Seep, First King's Hoose, 

Lion Heart, Eingless Windsor, Windsor Won, Qeoffrey Plantagenet, Windsor 

Lost, The Fallen Deputy, The Queen Mo&er, Maud de Braose, The Barons' 

War, Second King's House, Edward of Carnarvon, Perot de Gaveston, Isabel 

de SS*ance, Edward of Windsor, Crecy, Patron Saints, St George, Society of 

St George, Lady Salisbury, David King of Soots, Third King's House, Ballad 

Windsor, The Fair Countess, Bichard of Bordeaux, Court Parties, Boyal Favour. 

ites, Behearsing for Windsor, In the Great Hall, Simon de Bnrley, Badoote 

Bridge, A Feast of Death, Geoffrey Chaucer, At Winchester Tower, St Ghsorge's 

Chapel, The Little Queen, At Windsor, Duchess Philippote, The Windsor Plot, 

Bollngbroke, Court of Chivalry, Wager of Battle, Captive Little Queen, A New 

Year's Plot, Night of the Kings, Dona Jnana, Constance of York, The Noiman 

Tower, The Legal Heir, Prince Hal, The Devil's Tower, In Captivity Captive, 

Attempt at Bescne, Agincourt, Kaiser Sigismund, The Witch Queen, Sweet 

Kate, The Maid of Honour, Lady Jane, Henry of Windsor, Bichard of York, 

Two Duchesses, York and Lancaster, Union of the Boses. 

" * Boyal Windsor ' follows in the same lines as * Her Majesty's Tower,' and aims 

at weaving a series of popular sketches of striking events which centre round 

Windsor Castle. Mr. Dixon makes everytning vivid and picturesque. Those who 

liked *Her Majesty's Tower' will find these volumes equally pleasant" — Athaunm. 

"A truly fine and interesting book. It is a valuable contribntirai to l^glikh 

history; worthy of Mr. Dixon's fame, worthy of its grand subject" — iformng Pott. 

** Mr. Dixon has supplied us with a highly entertaining book. * Boyal Windsor* 

is eminently a i}opular work, bristling with anecdotes and amusing sketches of 

historical characters. It is carefully written, and is exceedingly pleasant reading. 

The story is brightly told ; not a dull page can be found." — Examiner. 

" These volumes will find favour with the widest circle of readera From the first 
days of Norman Windsor to the Plantagenet period Mr. Dixon tells the story of this 
famous casfle in his own picturesque, bright, and vigorous way."— Doily Tdegngah, 

" Mr. Hepworth Dixon nas found a congenial subject in 'Boyal Wtodsor.' Un- 
der the sanction of the Queen, he has enjoyed exceptional opportunities of most 
searching and complete investigation of the Boyal House and every other part of 
Windsor Castle, in and out, above groimd and below groxmd." — Daily News. 

VOLS. III. AND IV. OP ROYAL WINDSOR. By 

W. Hefwobth Dixon. Second Edition, Demy 8vo. 30s. Com- 
pleting the Work. 
CONTENTS OP VOLS. HI AND IV.— St George's Hall, The Tudor Tower, A 
Windsor Comedy, The Secret Boom, Treaties of Windsor, The Private Stair, 
Disgrading a Knight, In a King's House, The Maiden's Tower, Black Days, 
The Virgin Bride, Elegy on Windsor, Fair Geraldine, Course of Song, AWind- 
sor Gospeller, Windsor Martyrs, A Boyal Beference, Hatchment Down, The 
People's Friend, St George's Enemy, Lady Elizabeth's Grace, Queen Mary, 
Grand Master of St George, Deanery and Dean, Sister Temperance, Eliza- 
beth's Lovers, Dudley Constable, The Schoolmaster, Peace, Proclaimed, 
Shakespere's Windsor, The Two Shakesperes, The Merry Wives, Good Queen 
Bess, House of Stuart, The Little Park, The Queen's Court, The King's 
Knights, Spurious Peace, King Christian, A Catholic Dean, Apostasy, Expul- 
sion, Forest Bights, Book of Sports, Windsor Cross, In the Forest, Windsor 
Seized, tinder the Keep, At Bay, Feudal Church, Boundheads, Cavalier 
Prisoners, The New Model, Last Days of Boyalty, Saints in Council, Chang, 
ing Sides, Bagshot Lodge, Cutting Down, Windsor Uncrowned, A "Merry'* 
CcBsar, Windsor Catholic, The Catastrophe, Domestic Life, Home. 
" Beaders of all classes will feel a genuine regret to think that these volumes 
contain the last of Mr. Dixon's vivid and lively sketches of English histoiy. His 
hand retained its cunning to the last, and these volumes show an increase in force 
and Algtiliy."^-Athencettm. 

"Mr. Dixon's is the picturesque way of writing history. Scene after scene !■ 
brought before us in the most effective way. Hia book SB not only pleasant read- 
ing, but fall of Information."— &raj>Aie. 
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CONVERSATIONS with Distinguished Persons 

during the Second Empire, from 1860 to 1863. By the Late 
Nassau W. Senior. Edited by his Daughter, M. 0. M. Simpson. 
2 vols. 8vo. 308. 

Among other persons whose conversations are given In these volnmes are:— >Prinoe 
Napoleon; the Duo de Broglie; the Marquises Ohambmn, Lasteyrie, Palla- 
vicinl, Yogn^; Marshal Bandon; Connts Arrivabene, Gircoort, Gorcelle, Ker- 
goriay, Montalembert, B^osat, Zamoyski ; Generals Ghangamier, F^dlon, 
Trochn; Lords Gowley and Clyde; Messieurs Ampere, Beaamont, Ghambol, 
Chevalier, Goosln, Dayton, Dronyn de Lhnys, Dnoh&tel, Dofaure, Damon, 
Davergier de Hanranne, G-aizot, Lamartine, Lom^nle, Lavergne, Lanjuinals, 
Manry, Marochetti, Masson, M^rim^e, Odillon Barrot, Pelletan, Pietri, B^nan, 
St Hilaire, SUdell, Thiers, De Witt; Mesdames Glrcoart, Gomo, Mohl, &a 
**Mr. Senior's * Oonversations with M. Thiers, M Gaizot,' &c, published about a 
year and a half ago, were the most interesting volumes of the series which had 
appeared up to that time, and these new * Conversations ' are hardly, if at all, less 
welcome and important A large part of this delightful book is made up of studies 
by various critics, from divers points of view, of the character of Louis Napoleon, 
and of moT^ or less vivid and accurate explanations of his tortuous policy. The 
work contains a few extremely interesting reports of conversations with M Thiers. 
There are some valuable reminiscences of Lamartine, and among men of a some- 
what later day, of Prince Napoleon, Drouyn de Uiuys, Montalembert, Victor 
Cousin, B^an, and the Ohevaliers."— ^fAaMeum. 

*> It is impossible to do justice to these * Conversations * in a brief notice, so We 
must be content to refer our readers to volumes which, wherever they are opened, 
will be found pregnant with interest'*— 3%e Times. 

" Many readers may prefer the dramatic or literary merit of Mr. Senior's * Con- 
versations * to their historical interest, but it is impossible to insert extracts of such 
length as to represent the spirit, the finish, and the variety of a book which is 
throughout entertaining and instructive."— 'iSfatttrday Review. 

CONVERSATIONS with M. Thiers, M. Guizot, 

and other Distinguished Persons, during the Second Empire. By 
the Late Nassau W. Sbniob. Edited by his Daughter, M. 0. M. 
Simpson. 2 vols, demy 8vo. 30s. 

Among other persons whose conversations are recorded in these volumes are:— 
Kkig Leopold; the Due de Broglie; Lord Gowley; Counts Arrivabene, Gor- 
celle, Daru, Flahanlt, Eergolay, Montalembert; Q«nerals Lamorici^re and 
Chrzanowski; Sir Henry Bills; Messieurs Ampbre, Beaumont, Bianchard, 
Bouflet, Auguste Chevalier, Victor Cousin, De Witt, Duchfttel, Ducpetiauz, 
Dumon, Dussard, Duvergier de Hauranne, Lton Fancher, Fr^re-Orbau, Grim- 
blot, Guizot, Lafltte, Labaume, Lamartine, Lanjninais, Mallac, Manin, Mdrim^e, 
Mignet Jules Mohl, Montanelli, Odillon-Barrot, Qudtelet, B^musat Bogier, 
Bivet, Bossini, Horace Say, Thiers, Trouv^-Chauvel, Villemaln, Wolowski; 
Mesdames Circourt, Comu, Bistori, Ac. 
**This new series of Mr. Senior's * Conversations* has been for some years past 
known in manuscript to his more intimate friends, and it has always been felt that 
no former series would prove more valuable or important Mr. Senior had a social 
position which gave him admission into the best literary and political circles of 
Paris. He was a cultivated and sensible man, who knew how to take full advan- 
tage of such an opening. And above all, he had by long practice so trained his 
memory as to enable it to recall all the substance, and often the words, of the long 
conversations which he was always holding. These conversations he wrote down 
with a surprising accuracy, and then handed the manuscript to his friends, that 
they might correct or modify his report of what they had said. This book thus 
contains the opinions of eminent men given in the freedom of conversation, and 
afterwards carefully revised. Of their value there cannot be a question. The book 
is one of permanent historical interest There is scarcely a page without some 
memorable statement by some memorable man. Politics and society and literature 
—-the three great interests that make up life— are all discussed in turn, and there is 
no discussion which is unproductive of weighty thought or striking fact'*— iAM«fUBi(fli. 
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HISTORY OF TWO QUEENS: CATHARINE 

OF ARAOON ftDd ANNE BOLEYN. By W. Hkfwobth Dizcm. 
Second Edition. Vols. Id; 2. Demy 8vo. 80b. 

"1b two taandBome yolnmeii Mr. Dixon here gives qb the first instalment of » 
new historical work on a most attraotlTe subject The book is in many respects a 
favoarable specimen of Mr. Dixon's powers. It is the most painstaking and 
elaborate that he has yet written. .... On the whole, we may say that the book 
is one which will sustain the repntation of its author as a writer of great power 
and versatility, that it gives a new aspect to many an old subject, and presents in 
ft very striking light some of the most recent discoveries in Engli^ histozy."— 
At?»enteum. 

*' In these volumes the author exhibits in a signal manner his special powers 
and finest endowmeTits. It is obvious that the historian has been at especial pains 
to justify his reputation, to strengthen his hold upon the learned, and also to 
extend his sway over the many who prize an attractive style and interesting narra- 
tive more highly than laborious research and philosophic insight" — Morning Po$L 

*' The thanks of all students of English history are due to Mr. HepworUi Dixon 
for his clever and original worlc, * History of two Queens.* The book is a valuable 
contribution to English history."^Z>ai/y Nem. 

VOLS. III. & IV. OF THE HISTORY OP TWO 

QUEENS : CATHARINE OP ARAGON and ANNE BOLEYN. 
By W. Hbpwobth DaoN. Second Edition, Demy Sto. Price 30s. 
Completing the Work. 

** These concluding volumes of Mr. Dixon's ' History of two Queens * wfll be per- 
used with keen interest by thousands of readers. Whilst no less valuable to the 
student, they will be far more enthralling to the general reader than the earlier 
half of the history. Every page of what may be termed Anne Bolejm's story affords 
a happy illustration of the author's vivid and picturesque styla The work should 
be found in every library."— /*o«t 

HISTORY OF WILLIAM PENN, Founder of 

Pennsylvania. By W. Hbpwobth DaoN. A NbwLibbabt Edition 
1 vol. demy Svo, -with Portrait. 128. 

" Mr. Dixon's * William Penn ' is, perhaps, the best of his books. He has now re- 
vised and issued it with the addition of much fresh matter. It is now offered in a 
sumptuous volume, matching with Mr. Dixon's recent books, to a new generation of 
readers, who will thank Mr. Dixon for his interesting and Instructive memoir of 
one of the worthies of England."— ^xam<ner. 

VOLS. III. & IV. OF HER MAJESTY'S TOWER. 

By W. HEPWORTH DIXON. DEDICATED BY EXPRESS 
PERMISSION TO THE QUEEN. Completing the Work. Third 
Edition. Demy Svo. SOb. 

FREE RUSSIA. By W. Hbpworth Dixon. Third 

Edition. 2 vols. 8yo, with Coloured Dlnstrations. dOs. 
"Mr. Dixon's book will be certain not only to interest but to please its readers 
and it deserves to do so. It contains a great deal that is worthy of attention, and 
is likely to produce a very useful eflwiV'Saturday Review. 

THE SWITZEES. By W. Hepwoeth Dixon. 

Third Edition. 1 vol. demy Svo. 15s. 
"A lively, interesting, and altogether novel book on Switzerland, It is full of 
valuable information on social, political, and ecclesiastical questions, and, like aU 
Mr. Dixon's books, is eminently readable."— 2>ai/y Ifetet. 
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PLAYS, PLAYERS, AND PLAYHOUSES, AT? 

HOME AND ABROAD ; With Anbgdotbs of the Drama and the 
Staqb. By Lord William Pitt Lennox. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 21b. 

" Lord William Lennox's gossiping volumes will be rea4 with great interest 
They embrace notes concerning Peg WofOngton, Mrs. Jordan, G. F. Cooke, the 
Infant Bosoias, T. P. Cooke, Mrs. Honey. Borneo Coates, Alfred Bonn, the Kem- 
bles, Edmund Eean, Listen, Braham, Young, Grlmaldi, Mrs. Billlngton, Morton, 
•Golman, Planch6, Sheridan Knowles, Theodore Hook, Mark Lemon, Palgrave 
Simpson, Byron, Bnmand, Arthur Cecil Toole, Oomey Grain, Irving, and many 
others. A vast amount of curious information and anecdote has been gathered 
together hi these pleasant, readable yo\u.meB."~~8uaday Timet. 

*' These volumes are full of good stories and anecdotes, told with remarkable 
«plrit, and will be a treasure to playgoers."— 0<rapAte. 

VThe lover of the stage will find a host of interesting and amusing passages, 
let him dip into these volumes wherever he will"— ^ro. 

TALES OF OUR GREAT FAMILIES. -Second 

Series. By Edward Walfobd, M.A. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 21s. 
CoNTBim:— The Old Countess of Desmond, The Edgcumbes of Edgcnmbe and 
Cothele, The Lynches of Galway, A Cadet of the Plantagenots, The Proud 
Duke of Somerset, Lady Kilsyth, The Dalzells of Camwath, The Ladies of 
Llangollen, The Foxes, The Stuarts of Traquair, Belted Will Howard, An 
Episode in the House of Dundonald, The Ducal House of Hamilton, The 
Chief of Dundas, The Duke of Chandos and Princely Canons, The Spencers 
and Comptons, All the Howards, The Lockharts of Lee, A Ghost Story in the 
Noble House of Beresf ord, A Tragedy in Pall Mall, An Eccentric Bussell, The 
Ladv of Lathom House, Two Hoyal Marriages in the Lost Centuiy, The 
Boyfes, The Merry Duke of Montagu, The Bomance of the Earldom of Hun- 
tingdon, Lady Hester Stanhope, The Countess of Nithsdale, The Bomance of 
the Earldom of Mar, Margaret Duchess of Newcastle, Lord Northington, The 
Cutlers of Wentworth, The Earldom of Bridgewater, The Carews of Bedding- 
ton, A Chapter on the Peerage, The Klrkpatricks of Closebum, The Cliffords 
Earls of Cumberland, The Homes of Polwarth. The Ducal House of Bedford, 
Tragedies of the House of Innes, The Duoal House of Leinster, The Boyal 
House of Stuart, The Great Douglas Oase, The Badcliffes of Derwentwater, 
The Bise of the House of Hardwicke, Field-Marshal Keith. 
" The social rank of the persons whose lives and characters are delineated in 
4his work and the inherent romance of the stories it embodies will ensure it a 
widespread popularity. Many of the papers possess an engrossing and popular 
interest, while all of them may be read with pleasure and profit"— JSIxamtner. 

DIARY OP A TOUR IN SWEDEN, NORWAY, 

AND RUSSIA, IN 1827. By Thb Mabchionbsb of Wbstminbtbb. 
1 YoL domy 8vo. 15s. 

'* A bright and lively record So pleasantly are the letters written which Lady 
Westminster sent home, Uiat her book is most agreeable; and it has this special 
merit, that it brings clearly before us a number of the great people of former 
days, royal and imperial personages, whose intimate acquaintance the traveller's 
rank enabled her to me.ke.'*—Athmmtm. 

"A very agreeable and instructive volume."— ^o^tifdcif/ Revieu. 

"A highly instructive book of interesthig travel, replete with graphic sketches 
of social life and scenery, abounding with entertaining anecdotes.*'— Court Jowrnal. 

holidays in EASTERN FRANCE; Sketches 

of Travel in Ohampaonb, Fbanohb-Ooxtb, the Juba, the Yallbt of 
the DoxTBS, &o. By M. Bbtham-Edwabds. 8vo. Illastrations. 15s. 
'* Miss Edwards* present volume, written in the same pleasant style as that which 
described her wanderings in Western France, is so much the more to be recom- 
mended that its contents are fresher and more novoL" — Saturday Review. 

** Beaders of this work will find plenty of fresh information about some of the 
most delightful parts of France. Tne descriptionB of scenery are as graphic as the 
eketches of character are VLt9]ik.e."—Olobe. 
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MONSIEUR GUIZOT in Private Life (1787- 

1874). By His Daughter, Madame db Wirr. Translated by Mrs. 
SiHPSOK. 1 YoL demy 8to. 158. 

** Madame de Witt has done jnstioe to her father's memory in an admirable re- 
oord of his life. Mra Simpson's truislation of this singnlarly interesting book is 
in aceoraey and grace worthy of the original and of the snhjwt*'— Saturday Bevkw. 

**Thi8 book was well worth teanslating. Mrs. Simpson has written excellent 
Englteh, while preeerring the spirit of the French" — The Times. 

** M. Ouisot atsnds out in the pages of his daughter's excellent biography a dis- 
tinct and 1 .fe-Uke flgnre. He is made to speak to us in his own person. The best 
part of the book consists of a number of his letters, in which he freely unfolds his 
reelings and opiniona and draws with unconscious boldnras the outlines of his 
forcible and striking character.''— Po/I ifall Gazette. 

THE VILLAGE OF PALACES ; or, Chronicles of 

Chelsea. By the Rey. A. G. L'Estbanoe. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 2l8. 

** llr L'Estrange has much to tell of the yarious public institutions associated 
with Chelsea. Altogether his volumes show some out-of-the-way researdi, and 
are written in a lively and gossipping style."— rAc Times. 

** These volumes are pleasantly written and fairly interesting"— J tAenanim. 

**Mr. L'EAtrange tells us much that is interesting about Chelsea. We take 
leave of this most channing book with a hearty recommendation of it to oar 
readers."— iSi>«-ta(or. 

**One of the best gossiping topographies since Leigh Hunt's 'Old Court Suburb.* 
So many persons of note have lived in Chelsea that a book far less carefully com- 
pOed than this has been could not fail to be amusing."— 2>at7y Telegraph. 

** This is a work of light antiquarian, biographical, and historical gossip. Mr. 
L'Estrange is inspired by interest in his subject."— Z>at7y News. 

** Every inhabitant of Chelsea will welcome this remarkably interesting work. 
It sheds a flood of light upon the past; and, while avoiding the heaviness of 
most antiquarian works, gives, in the form of a popular and amusing sketch, a 
complete history of this ' Village of P^acea* "— C^Aetsea News. 

AN ACTOR ABROAD ; or. Gossip, Dramatic, 

Nabrativb, and DsscRiFnyE: From the RecoUections of an 
Actor in Anstralia, New Zealand, the Sandwich Islands, Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, Central America, and New York. By Edxdkd 
Lgathbs. Demy 8vo. I5s. 
** * An Actor Abroad * is a bright and pleasant volume— an eminently readable 
book. Mr. Loathes has the great merit of being never dnlL He has the power of 
teUtng a storv dearly and pointedly."— iScrfurefay Review. 

** A readable, gossipping, agreeable record of the chances and changes of an 
aetor's career in far distant landa Many of the sketches of character display con- 
siderable literary skill**— ^ro. 

RORAIMA AND BRITISH GUIANA, with a 

Glance at Bermuda, the West Indies, and the Spanish Main. By 
J. W. Boddam-Whbthak. 8vo. With Map and fUnstrations. 15s. 

"The author has suooeeded in producing an interesting and readable book of 
travela His remarks on every-day life in the tropics, his notes on the geography 
and natural history of the countries he visited, and, above all, his vivid descrip- 
tions of soeneiy, combine to form a record of adventure which in attractiveness it 
will not be easy to snrpasa**- ^Mowrum. 

'* Mr. Whetham writes with vigour, and describes the life in the forests and on 
the rivers and prairies of South America with a pictnresqueness and freshness of 
Uitsrest not inferior to that of the late Mr. Waterton's immortal wanderinga Mr. 
Whetham travelled in portions of Guiana little known, meeting with many adven- 
tures, seeing many strange sights, and taking notes which have furnished matter 
for a book of fascinating interest.**— 2>at/y News. 
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EOUND THE WORLD IN SIX MONTHS. By 

Lnnrr.-GoLOXEL E. S. Bbidqes, Grenadier Gnards. 1 voL Svo. 158. 

" The author may be congratulated on his saccess, for his pages are light and 
pleasant The yolnme will be found both amnsing and uBetaV—Athenmim. 

** Colonel Bridges' book has the merit of being liyely and readable. His advice 
to fntore trayellers may be found seryiceablei"— i'a22 Mall Gazette. 

A LEGACY : Being the Life and Remains of John 

Martin, Schoolmaster and Poet. Written and Edited by the 

Author of " John Halifax." 2 vols, crown 8vo. With Portrait. 2l8. 

** A remarkable book. It records the life, work, aspirations, and death of a 

schoolmaster and poet, of lowly birth but ambitions soul. His writings brim with 

▼iyid thought, touches of poetic sentiment, and trenchant criticism of men and 

books, expressed in scholarly language." — OuarcUan. 

*'Mr8. Craik has related a beautiful and pathetic story— a story of faith and 
courage on the part of a young and gifted man, who might under other cironmstanceB 
haye won a place in literature. The story is one worth reading."— i>aa Mall Gazette, 

LIFE OF MOSCHELES ; with Selections from 

HIS diaries and correspondence. By Hig Wife. 

2 vols, large post 8vo, with Portrait. 24s. 
"This life of Moscheles will be a valuable book of reference for the musical his- 
torian, for the contents extend over a period of threescore years, commencing with 
1794, and ending at 1870. We need scarcely state that all the portions of Mosche- 
les' diary which refer to his hitercourse with Beethoven, Hummel, Weber, Czemy, 
Spontini, Bosshii, Auber, Haldvy, Schumann, Chembinl, Spohr, Mendelssohn, F. 
David, Chopin, J B. Cramer. Clementi, John Field, Habeneck, Hauptmann, Ealk- 
brenner. Eiesewetter, 0. Klingemann, Lablache, Dragonetti, Sontag, Fereianl, 
Mallbran, Paganini, Rachel, Bonzi de Begnis, De Beriot, Ernst, Donzelll, Cinti- 
Damoreau, Ohelard, Bochsa, Laporte, Charles Eemble, Paton (Mrs. Wood), 
SchrOder-Devrient, Mra. Siddons, Sir H. Bishop, Sir O. Smart, Standlgl, Thalberg, 
Berlioz, Velluti, 0. Young, Balf e, Braham, and many other artists of note in their 
time, will recall a flood of recollections. It was a delicate task for .Madame Mos- 
cheles to select from the diaries in reference to living peraons, but her extracts have 
been judiciously made. Moscheles writes fairly of what is called the * Music of the 
Future * and its disciples, and his judgments on Herr Wagner, Dr. Liszt, Bnben- 
Btein, Dr. von BtUow, Litolff, Ac., whe^er as composers or executants, are in a 
liberal spirit He recognizes cheerfully the talents of our native artists ; Sir S. 
Bennett, Mr. Macfarren, Madame Qoddard, Mr. J. Bamett, Mr. Hullah, Mr. A Sul- 
livan, ftc. The volumes are full of amusing anecdotes."— ^Maumnn. 

HISTORIC CHATEAUX: Blois, Fontainebleau, 

YiNOBNNEfl. By Lord Laminoton. 1 vol. 8vo. 16s. 
** A very interesting volume."— 2Vme«. 
** A lively and agreeable book, full of action and ooioxaS—Athenmrn. 

CELEBRITIES I HAVE KNOWN. By Lord 

William Pitt Lennox. Second Series, 2 volumes demy 8 vo. 30s. 
"This new series of Lord William Lennox's reminiscences is fully as entertain- 
ing as the preceding one. Lord William makes good use of an excellent memory, 
and he writes easily and pleasantly."— i>a2i MaU Gazette. 

COACHING ; With Anecdotes op the Road. By 

Lord William Pitt Lennox. Dedicated to His Grace the 
Duke of Beaufort, E.G., President, and the Members of 
the Coaching Club. 1 vol. demy 8vo. 15s. 

" Lord William's book is genial, discursive, and gossipy. We are indebted to the 
anther's peraonal recollections for some lively stories, and pleasant sketches of 
some of the more famous dragsmen. Altogether his volume, with the variety of 
its contents, will be found pleasant reading."— i>aU Mall Gazette. 
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WORDS OF HOPE AND COMFORT TO 

THOSE IN SORROW. Dedicated by Permiasion to Thb Qdebn. 
Fourth Edition, 1 vol. BmaU 4to, 6b. bonnd. 

** These letters, the work of a pare and deyoat spirit, deserve to find msny 
readers. They are greatly snpeurior to the ayerage of what is called religioaa 
literature." — A thenanan. 

"The writer of the tenderly-^onoeived letters In this Yoltime was Mrs. Julius 
Hare, a sister of Mr. Blaorice. They are instinct with the devont snbmiBsiYaieBa 
and fine sympathy which we associate with the name of Maurice ; but in her there 
is added a wioningness of tact, and sometimes, too, a directness of language, which 
we hardly find even in the brother. The letters were privately printed and circu- 
lated, and were found to be the source of much comfort, which they cannot fail 
to afTord now to a wide circlei A sweetly-conceived memorial poem, bearing 
the well-known initials, '£. H. F.\ gives a very faithful outline of the life."— iirttiiA 
Qiuarterly Review. 

'' This touching and most comforting work is dedicated to Ths Quxbn, who took 
a gracious interest in its first appearance, when printed for private circulation, and 
found comfort in its pages, and has now commanded its publication, that the 
world in general may profit by it A more practical and heart-stirring appeal to 
the afflicted we have never examined.**— iStoncbinl 

THE YOUTH OF QUEEN ELIZABETH. Edited, 

from the French of L. Wdssemeb, by Chablottb M. Yonob, Author 
of " The Heir of Redclyffe," &c. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 21s. 
"M. Wiesener is to be complimented on the completeness, accuracy, and re- 
search shown in this work. He has drawn largely on the French An^ves, the 
Public Becord 0£Qce, and British Museum, for information contained in original 
documents, to some of which notice is directed for the first time. M. Wiesener's 
work is well worth translating, for it is most interesting as showing the education 
and circumstances which tended to form the character of that extraordinary 
queen. Miss Tonge appears to have Buocessfully accomplished the task which ahe 
has undertaken." — Athmseum, 

THE SEA OF MOUNTAINS : An Account of 

Lord Dufferin's Toub thbouoh Britibh Columbia in 1876. By 

MoLTNEUX St. John. 2 vols. With Portrait of Lord DufFerin. 21s. 

**Mr. St John has given us in these phages a record of all that was seen and done 

in a very successful visit His book is instructive, and it should be interesting to 

the general reader."— 7Vme«. 

A YOUNG SQUIRE OF THE SEVENTEENTH 

CENTURY, from the Papers of Chbibtopheb Jbaffbeson, of Dnl- 
lingham House, Camhridgeshire. Edited hy John Cobdt Jkaffbb- 
BON, Author of "A Book about Doctors," &c. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 2l8. 

OUR BISHOPS AND DEANS. By the Rev. F. 

Arnold, B.A., late of Christ Church, Oxford. 2 vols. 8vo. SOs. 

LIFE OF THE RT. HON. SPENCER PERCEVAL ; 

Including His Correspondence. By His Grandson, Sfengeb W^l- 
POLE. 2 vols. 8vo. With Portrait. SOs. 

THE THEATKE FRANCAIS IN THE REIGN 

OF LOUIS XV. By Lobd Lamington. 1 vol. demy Svo. ISs. 

RECOLLECTIONS or COLONEL DE GONNE- 

VILLE. Edited from the French by Chabloite M. Yonob, 
Author of the " Heir of Redclyffe," &c. 2 vols, crown Svo. 2l8. 
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LONDONIANA. By Edward Walford, M.A., 

Author of " The County Families," &c. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 2l8. 
" A highly interesting and entertaining book. It bristles with anecdotes and 
tinmsing sketcheBJ"— Court Journal. 

MEMOIRS OF GEORGIANA, LADY CHATTER- 

TON ; With some Passages from her Diary. By E. Hbneagb 
DERiNa. 1 vol. demy 8yo. 15s. 

HISTORY OF ENGLISH HUMOUR. By the 

Rev. A. G. KEsTRANOE. 2 vols, crown 8to. 2 Is. 

ACROSS CENTRAL AMERICA. By J. W. Bod- 

dam-Whetham. 8vo. With Illustrations. 15s. 

A MAN OF OTHER DAYS : Recollections of the 

Marquis de Beauregard. Edited, from the French, by Gharlottb 
M. ToNGB, Author of " The Heir of RedclyfiFe," &c. 2 vols. 2l8. 

MY YEAR IN AN INDIAN FORT. By Mrs. 

Guthrie. 2 yols. crown Syo. With Illustrations. 21s. 

THROUGH FRANCE AND BELGIUM, BY 

RIVER AND CANAL, IN THE STEAM YACHT " YTENE." 
By W. J. C. Moens, R.V.Y.C. 1 vol. 8vo. With Illustrations. 16s. 

MY YOUTH, BY SEA AND LAND, from 1809 to 

1816. By Charles Loftus, formerly of the Royal Navy, 
late of the Coldstream Guards. 2 vols, crown 8yo. 21s. 

MY LIFE, FROM 1815 to 1849. By Charles Loftus, 

formerly of the Royal Navy, late of the Coldstream Guards. 
Author of " My Youth by Sea and Land." 2 vols, crown 8vo. 21s. 

A BOOK ABOUT THE TABLE. By J. O. 

Jkaffbxbon. 2 Tols. 8to. SOs. 

COSITAS ESPANOLAS ; OR, Evert-dat Life in 

Spun. By Mrs. Habvbt, of Ickwell-Bury. 2nd Edition. 8to. 1.5s. 

PEARLS OF THE PACIFIC. Bv J. W. Boddam- 

Whbtham. 1 Tol. demy 8to, with 8 IlIiistrationB. 15b. 

TURKISH HAREMS & CIRCASSIAN HOMES. 

By Mbb. Habvet, of Ickwell-Bury. 8vo. Second Edition. 15s. 

MEMOIRS OF QUEEN HORTENSE, MOTHER 

OF NAPOLEON UI. Cheaper Edition, in 1 toL 6«. 

RECOLLECTIONS OF SOCIETY IN FRANCE 

AND ENGLAND. ByLiDTCLEHEirrnADATiBS. 2tul Edition. 2t. 

THE EXILES AT ST. GERMAINS. By the 

Author of " The Ladye Shakerley." 1 roh 7b. 6d. bonnd. 



THE NEW AND POPULAR NOVELS. 

PUBLISHED BY HURST & BLACKETT. 



A MAN'S MISTAKE. By the Author of "St. 

Olave's," " Janita's Cross," &c. 3 vols. 

WANTED AN HEIR. By Mrs. Pirkis, Author of 

" A Very Opal," &c. 3 vols. (In July.) 

RESEDA. By Mrs. Randolph, Author of *^ Gen- 

tianella," &c. 3 vols. 

LOVE, HONOUR, AND OBEY. By IzA Duffus 

Hakdt, Author of " Glencaim," &c. 3 vols. 
"A very clever story. It is likely to attract many readers.** — John Bull. 

SYDNEY. By Georgiana M. Craik, Author of 

"Dorcas," "Anne Warwick," &c. 3 vols. 

** There is much to coiximend in this novel It is a very pretty story, cleverly 
devised, and wholesomely carried oat** — Saturday Review. 

** Miss Craik has treated her subject with ^eat freshness, and has succeeded in 
giving a marked individuality both to her heroine and her book." — Pall Jiall Oazette. 

" * Sydney ' is one of the best of Miss Craik's novels. It is a well-written, pleas- 
ant story, and a highly interesting study of character."— iSt. Jamu'$ Oazette. 

AMONG THE HILLS. By E. Frances Poynter, 

Author of " My Little Lady," &c. 2 vols. 

"Miss Poynter has undoubted power. She showed this in her first novel, * My 
liittle Lady ' ; she has proved it yet again in her new venture, * Among the Hills,' 
whi^h is, moreover, a distinct advance upon its predecessor. The author has 
learned to handle her subject with a firmer grasp, and she develops her narrative 
with more freedom and skill For depth and sincerity of feeling, quiet pathos, 
and good taste, * Among the Hills * may take rank among the better-class fictions 
of the day." — St. Jamex's Oazette. 

*' * Among the Hills ' deserves high praise as a work of art." — Aeademif. 

** A touching and powerful story." — Spectator. 

THE FUTURE MARQUIS. By Oatharink 

Childab. 3 vols. 
"Miss Ghlldar's story is exceedingly readable.** — Academy. 
** An interesting story, written in an agreeable manner. It ought to attain con- 
siderable popularity.**— /oAn Bull 

BESIDE THE RIVER. By Mrs. Macquoid, Author 

of " Patty," " In the Sweet Spring Time," &c. 3 vols. 

"A bright and pleasant story.*'— St. James's Gazette. 

"We are inclined to rank this as the best of Mra Macquoid*s novels Her 
stories are always entertaining.*' — Academy. 

" This book is well worthy of being read. It is full of invention, and not a little 
discrimination of character."— JBrttuA (iuarterly Seview. 

LOVE-KNOTS. By the Author of " Ursula's Love 

Story," " Under Temptation,'' &c. 3 vols. 

" There is a good deal of interest in these cleverly-knitted * love-knota* *' — . 
Athenmwn. 

" A pleasant, healthy novel, full of life and spirit It will secure a large number 
of readers." — Sunday Times. 

HER DESERTS. By Mrs. Alexander Eraser. 

Seamd Edition, 3 vols. 
"A striking novel, which cannot fail to engross all readers'*— i/omtngr Post. 
" A powerful book. It is of a decidedly sensational character, and yet ^ere is 
plenty of the pleasanter side of life throughout the story.**— >Simday Times. 
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THE NEW AND POPULAR NOVELS. 

PUBLISHED BY HURST & BLACKETT. 



HARRY JOSOELYN. By Mrs. Olephant, Author 

of *' Chronicles of Carlingford," &c. 3 vols. 

"Mra OUphant has great yeraatility of imagination, and a happy power of draw- 
ing on her memory for details in painting both people and places after natare. 
In * Harry Joscelyn ' she makes jndioioas use of sharp and telling contrasts. No- 
thing can be better than her pictures of the bleak Gnmberland fells and their 
rough inhabitants except her clever sketches of Anglo-Italian life in Leghorn. 
Har|7 himself is a cleyer and biteresting study."— 27k< Times. 

" This book is very cleyer and entertaining. The characters are good, and eyery 

Sage abounds in those little touches of true and subtle observation in which Mrs. 
liphant exoela"— i>aa Mall Gazette. 

"Mr8.01iphant presents in these volumes a suocesBlonof studies, worked out 
with great care, and eyidencing her own peculiar ekilV—Saturday Revkw. 

HIS LITTLE MOTHER, and Other Tales and 

Sketches. By the Author of " John Halifaz." 1 voL 10s. Od. 

"This is an interesting book, written in a pleasant manner, and full of shrewd 
obseryation and kindly feeling. It is a book that will be read with interest, and 
that cannot be lightly forgotten."— .sr<. James's Oaxette. 

" * Bia Little Mother ' is one of those pathetic stories which the author tells 
better than anybody elBe."-VoA» Bull. 

"We cordially recommend *HiB Little Mother.' The story is most affecting. 
The volume is full of lofty sentiments and noble aspirations, and none can help 
feeling better after its perusal"— Court JoumaL 

STRICTLY TIED UP. By the Right Hon. A. J. B. 

Behesford Hope, M.P. Third and Cheap Edition, 1 vol. 6s. 

" A cleyer story. In * Strictly Tied Up ' we have yigorous sketches of life in 
very different circumstances and conditions. We haye the Incisiye portraiture of 
character that shows yaried knowledge of mankind. We have a novel, besides, 
which may be read with profit as well as pleasure, for the author deals occasion* 
ally with burning topics of the day.'*— J^ Times. 

" ' Strictly Tied Up ' is entertaining. It is in every sense a novel conceived in a 
light and happy yein." — Athenaeum. 

"Adeyerly constructed novel, as amusing as it is ingenious."— jS^L James's Qazeite, 

BERYL FORTESCUE. By Lady Duffus Hardy, 

Author of " Madge," &c. 3 vols. 
" This story can be read with unusual interest"— iSf^ James's Oaxette. 
" An extremely interesting and original story, which it is almost impossible to 
lay down befqre completion."— P(m<. 

IDONEA. By Anne Beale, Author of "Fay 

Arlington," &c. 8 vols. 
"A refined and pleasant novel. A more comprehensive, well-balanced, and 
original plot has rarely been inyented." — Messenger. 

JEANNETTE. By Mary C. Rowsell, Author of 

" Love Loyal," &c. 3 vols. 
M * Jeannette ' is a love-story replete with deep interest and admirably told, which, 
engrosses the attention to the last page." — Court JoumaL 

FIXED AS FATE. By Mrs. HouSTOUN, Author of 

" Recommended to Mercy," 4c. 3 vols. 
"Mra Honstoun writes in a pleasant and agreeable vein. We have been much 
Interested in her siOTj.^-'Aeadetny. 

ROY AND VIOLA. By Mrs. Forrester, Author 

of " Viva," " Mignon," " Dolores," &c. Third Edition. 3 vols. 
" * Boy and Viola ' is an admirable tale ; told by one who can yividly describe, and. 
inoisively comment, on the manners and personnel of modern society."— rAe World, 
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Wxtttx % ^spinal ^adtrxmagt of ^tx W^vqt»is, 

PubUiM ammaUy^ in One Vol, rcyal 8tM>, with the Arms beautifijfy 
engrmed^ handaomebf homd^ with gilt edges^ price 8U. 6dl 

LODGERS PEERAGE 

AND BARONETAGE, 

CORRECTED BY THE NOBILITY. 

THE PIFTIETH E DITIOH POB 188 1 IB HOW BEADY. 

liODOB*! PSEBAoa iJiD BiBOHKrAos 18 acknowledged to be the moet 
complete, as well as the most elegant, work of the kind. As an esta- 
blished and authentic authority on all questions respecting the family 
histories, honours, and connections of the titled aristocracy, no work has 
ever stood so high. It is published under the especial patronage of Her 
Majesty, and is annually corrected throughout, from the personal com- 
munications of the NobiUty. It is the only work of its class in which, the 
type being kept constant^ standing, every correction is made in its proper 
place to the date of publication, an advantage which g^ves it supremacy 
over all its competitors. Independently of its full and authentic informa- 
tion respecting the existing Peers and Baronets of the realm, the most 
sedulous attention is g^iven in its pages to the collateral branches of the 
various noble families, and the names of many thousand individuals are 
introduced, which do not appear in other records of the titled classes. For 
its authority, correctness, and facility of arrangement, and the beauty of 
its typography and binding, the work is justly entitled to the place it 
occupies on the tables of Her Majesty and the Nobility. 



LIST OP THE PRINCIPAL CONTENTS. 

The ArchbishopB and Bishops of England 
andlrelaiid. 

The Baronetage alphabetically arranged. 

Alphabetical list ot SnmameB assomed by 
members of Noble Families. 

Alphabetical List of the Second Tlties of 
reers, nsnally bonie by their ladest 
Sons. 

Alphabetical Index to the Daughters of 
Dukes, liarquisea, and Earls, who, hav- 
ing married (Dommonen, retain the titia 
of Lady before their own Christian and 
their Husband's Siimame& 

Alphabetical Index to the Danghters of 
ViBOomita and Barons, who, haying 
married (Dommoners, aro styled Honour* 
able Mrs. ; and, in case of the hnsband 
being a Baronet or Knight Hon. Lady. 

A List of the Orders of Knighthood. 

Mottoes alphabetically arranged and trans- 
lated. 



Historical View of the Peeraga 

Parliamentary Boll of the House of Lords. 

English, Scotch, and Irish Peers, in their 
orders of Precedence. 

Alphabetical List of Peers of Gtreat Britahi 
and the United Kingdom, holding supe- 
rior rank in the Scotch or Irish Peerage. 

Alphabetical list of Scotch and Irish Peers, 
holding superior titles in the Peerage of 
Qreat Britain and the United Kingdom. 

A Collective list of Peers, in their order of 
Precedence. 

Table of Precedency among Men. 

Table of Precedency among Women. 

The Queen and the Boyal Family. 

Peers of the Blood BoyaL 

The Peerage, alphabetically arranged. 

Families of such Extinct Peers as have left 
Widows or Issue. 

Alphabetical List of the Somsmes of all the 
Peers. 



" This work is the most perfect and elaborate record of the liying and reoentiy de- 
ceased members of the Peerage of the Three Kingdoms as it stands at this day. It is 
a most useful publication. We are happy to bear testimony to the fact that scrupulous 
accuracy Is a distinguishing feature of this hook.''— Times. 

" Lodge's Peerage must supersede all other works of the kind, for two reasons: first, it 
is on a better plan ; and secondly, it is better executed. We can safely pronounce it to be 
the readiest, the most useful, and exactest of modem works on the subject" — J^tectator, 

" A work of great yalue. It is the most faithful rocord we possess of the ariato> 
cracy of the day."— P<m«. 

"The best existing, and, we believe, the best possible Peeragsi It is the standaxd 
authority on the subject"— «8ta(M{ardL 
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HURST & BUCKETrS STANDARD UBRARY 

OF CHEAP EDITIONS OP 

POPULAR MODERN WORKS, 

ILLUSTRATED BT SIR J. GILBERT, MILLAIS, HUNT, LEECH, FOSTER, 
POTNTER, TENNIEL, SANDTS, HUGHES, SAM60URNE, &0. 

Eftoh in a Single Volnme, aleguitlj printed, bound, and illnftrated, price 61. 
1. SAH SLICK'S NATURE AND HUMAN NATUBE. 

"The flTBtTolnme of Meesra. Hunt and Blaokett's Standard Library of Oheap Editions 
forma a yery jrood beginning to what will doabtleaa be a very soooeBsfnl nndertaking. 
*NatiirA and Human Nature* ia one of the best of Sam Slick's witty and homoroas 

Erodncti<m8, and ia well entitled to the large ciroolation which it cannot fail to obtain 
I its present convenient and cheap shape. The volnme combines with the great recom- 
mendations of a clear, bold type, and good paper, the lesser but attractive merits of 
being well illnstrated and elegantly bound."— Poit 

2. JOHN HALIFAX. OENTLEHAN. 

" This is a very good and a very interesting work. It is designed to traoe the career 
from boyhood to age of a perfect man— « Christian gentleman; and it abounds in inci- 
dent both well and highly wrought Thioughout it is conceived in a high spirit, and 
written with great ability. This cheap and handsome new edition is worthy to pass 
freely from hand to hand as a gift book in many hooseholds."— JKxomiiur. 

3. THE GBESGENT AND THE GBOSS. 

BY ELIOT WARBURTON. 

"Independent of its value as an original narrative, and its useful and Interesting 
Information, this work is remarkable for the colouring power and play of fancy with 
which its descriptions are enlivened. Among its greatest and most lasting charms is 
its reverent and serious spirit" — Quarterly Eemtw. 

4. NATHALIE. By JTTLIA EAVANAOH. 

** * Nathalie ' Is Miss Kavanagh's best imaginative effort Its mumer is gracious and 
attractive. Its matter is good.*'— ilMm«uni. 

5. A WOMAN'S THOUGHTS ABOUT WOMEN. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF "JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 

** A book of sound counsel It is one of the most sensible works of its kind, welK 
written, tme>hearted, and altogether practical Whoever wishes to give advice to a 
young lady may thank the author for means of doing sa"— iPj»»nM«r. 

6. ADAM OBAEME. By MBS. OLIPHANT. 

*' A story awakening genuine emotions of interest and delight by its admirable pic- 
tures of Scottish life and scenery. The author sets before iu the essential attributes of 
Christian virtue, with a delicacy, power, and truth which can hardly be surpassed.' -/'of^. 

7. SAH SLICK'S WISE SAWS & MODESN INSTANCES. 

"The reputation of this book will stand as long as that of Scott's or Bulwer's Noveia 
Its remarkable originality and happy descriptions of American life still continue the 
mbject of universal admiratioa*'— ifeMeiafwr. 

8. OABDINAL WISEMAN'S BEOOLLEOTIONS OF 
THE LAST FOUB POPES. 

** A picturesque book on Rome and its ecclesiastical sovereigns, by an eloquent Roman 
Catholic. Cardinal Wlieman has treated a special subject with so much geniality, that 
his recollections will ezdte no ill-feeling in those who are most conscientiously opposed 
to every idea <rf human infallibility represented in Papal domination. "— ilttaMwwii. 

9. A LIFE FOB A LIFE. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF " JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 

** In * A tJf e for a Life ' the author is fortunate in a good subject, and has produced » 
work of strong effect**— ilMeMSMiii. 

10. THE OLD GOUBT SUBUBB. By LEIGH HUNT. 

"A delightful book, that will be welcome to all readers, and most weloome to thos* 
who have a love for the beet kinds of reading.'*— ^xomiMr. 
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11. MABQAEET AKD HES BSIDESHAIDa 

** We reoommflnd all who are in March of a fascinating noyel to read this work for 
ihemMlyea. They will find It well worth thetr whiles There an a freehnees and ori- 
ginality about it quite chaxming/'— ilMauBMn. 

12. THE OLD JTTDOE. By SAH SLICE. 

** The pnblloationB included in this Library have all been of good quality ; many give 
ifonnation while thej entertain, and of that olasB the book before ua is a apet^en. 
The manner in which the Cheap Editions forming the series is produced, deaerres 



Infonnation while thej entertain, and of that class the book before us to a apet^en. 
The manner in which the Cheap Editions forming the series is produced, deaerrea 
especial mention. The paper and print are unexceptionable ; there is a steel engraving 



in each volume, and the outsides of them will satisfy the purchaser who likes to see 
books in handsome vadIonn."—Bxaminer. 

13. DAEIEN. By ELIOT WABBUBTON. 

"This last production of the author of * The Orescent and the Cross ' haa fha aame 
^elements of a very wide popularity. It will please its thousands.*'— ^Vode. 

14. FAMILY BOMANGE. 

BY SIR BERNARD BUREE, ULSTER KING OF ARMS. 
**It were impossible to praise too highly this most interesting book." fflaarinrtf. 

15. THE LAIBO OF NOBIJLW. By MAS. OLIPHAirT 

**The ' Laird of Norlaw * fully sustidns the author's high reputation.*'— iSftsMlaif Timet 

16. THE ENGLISHWOMAN IN ITALY. 

"Hra. Giretton'B book is interesting, and full of opportune inatruotioo.*'— 2¥met. 

17. NOTHING NEW. 

BY THE AUTHOR OP " JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 

" 'Nothing New * displays all those superior merits which have made 'John Halifax * 
•4>ne of the most popular works of the day."— Pott 

18. FBEEB'S LIFE OF JEANNE B'ALBBET. 

"Nothing can be more loteresting than Miss Freer's stoij of the life of Jeanne 
D'Albret, and the narrative is as trustworthy as it is attractive. —Poft 

19. THE VALLEY OF A HUNDBEB FIBES. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF "MARGARET AND HER BRmESMAIDS." 
*'If asked to classify this work, we should give It a place between 'John Halifax * and 
*The Caztons."*— iStaiMiard 

20. THE BOMANGE OF THE FOBXJIL 

BY PETER BURKE, SERGEANT AT LAW. 
" A work of singular interest, which can never fail to charm.*'- /UtM<ratal JTaM. 

21. ADELE. By JULIA EAVANAOE. 

" ' Adele ' is the best work we have read by Miss Eavanagh ; it is a charming story, 
full of delicate charaotex^painting."— iltAensmm. 

22. STUDIES FBOM LIFE. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF " JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 

" These ' Studies from Life ' are remarkable for graphic power and observation. The 
book will not tUtniTiiah the reputation of the accomplished author."— )SeUtirdlay£erKW. 

23. GBANDMOTHEB'S MONEY. 

" We commend Grandmother's Money ' to readers in search of a good noveL The 
characters are true to human nature, and the story is interesting."— ilMMmsa 

24. A BOOK ABOTTT DOGTOBS. By J. 0. JEAFFBESON. 

" A delightful book" — AthmiBuin. " A book to be read and re-read; lit tat the study 
as well as the drawing-room table and the circulating library."— £aiiee<L 
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25. NO OHUBOH. 

** Wa AdTlM all who have fhe opportunity to read this book.*'— illA«MnMi 

26. MISTRESS AND MAID. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF " JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 

" A good wholesome book, gracefully written, and as pleasant to read as it is instmo- 
tive.'*— ilMendnfm. ** A charming tale charmingly told.*'— «9tafubirdL 

27. LOST AITD SAVED. By HON. HBS. NOBTON. 

** ' Lost and Saved ' will be read with eager interest It is a vigorooa novel"— 2%nei. 
" A novel of rare excellence. It is Mrs. Norton's best prose work."— ^^romiMr. 

28. LES MISEEABLES. By VIOTOB HUGO. 

AUTHORISED COPYRIGHT ENGLISH TRANSLATION. 
" The merits of * Les Miserables ' do not merely consist in the conception of it as a 
whole ; it abonnds with details of mieqnalled beauty. M. Victor Hugo has stamped upon 
every page the hall-mark of genius."- Quarterly Review. 

29. BABBABA'S HISTOBY. By AMELIA B. EDWABDS. 

" It is not often that we light upon a novel of so much merit and interest as * Barbara's 
History.' It is a work conspicuous for taste and literary cultural It is a very graceful 
and charming book, with a well-managed story, dearlv-cut characters, and sentiments 
expressed with an exquisite elocution. It is a book 'which the world will like."— TVmef. 

30. LIFE OF THE BEV. EDWABD IBVINa. 

BY MRS. OLIPHANT. 
** A good book on a most interesting theme." — lima. 

"A truly interesting and most affecting memoir. Irving's Life ought to have a niche 
In every gallery of religions biography."— tSaturday Review. 

31. ST. OLAVE'S. 

** This charming novel is the work of one who possesses a great talent for writing, as 
wall as experience and knowledge of the world. '—Xthenmim. 

32. SAM SLIOE?S AMEBIGAN HUMOUB. 

*'Dlp where yon will into this lottery of fun, yon are sure to draw out a prize."— Poit. 

33. GHBISTIAN'S MISTAKE. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF " JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 
"A more charmtzig story has rarely been written. Even if tried by the standard of 
the Archbishop of York, we should expect that even he would pronounce ^Ohristian's 
mistake' a novel without a fault"— TVmei. 

34. ALEO FOBBES. By OEOBOE MAO DONALD, LL.D. 

" No account of this story would give any idea of the profound interest that pervades 
the work from fhe first page to the last"— ^(Aoionim. 

35. AGNES. By MBS. OLIPHANT. 

" * Agnes ' is a novel superior to any of Mrs. Oliphant's former works."— iltikciMMink 
"A story whose pathetic beauty wUl appeal irresistibly to all readers."— Poit 

36. A NOBLE LIFE. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF "JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 

"This is one of those pleasant tales In which the author of * John Halifax' speaks 
out of a generous heart the purest truths of lifck"- J?xam<Mr. 

37. NEW AMEBIOA. By HEFWOBTH DIXON. 

** A very Interesting book. Mr. DIzon has written thoughtfully and well"— -Timet. 
"We recommend every one who feels any interest in human natun to read Mr. 
Dixon's very interesting hook."— Saturdaif Review. 

38. BOBEBT FALOONEB. By GEOBOE MAO DONALD. 

*' ' Robert Falconer ' is a work brimful of life and humour and of the deepest hnmau 
interest It is a book to be returned to again and again for the deep ana searching 
knowledge it evinces of human thoughts and feelings."— ilMciMniflk 
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89. THE WOMAN'S EINODOIL 

BY THE AUTHOR OF " JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 
***Tlie Woman's Kingdom* miBtaina fhe author's reputation as a writer of tt» 
purest and noblest kind of domestic BtoiieB.—Athenmwn. 

40. ANNALS OF AN EVENTFUL LIFE. 

BY GEORGE WEBBE DASENT, D.C.L. 
**A racy, well-written, and original novel The interest neyer flags. The whole 
work sparkles with wit and homonr." — Quarterlp Beview. 

41. DAVID ELOINBBOD. By OEOEOE MAO DONALD. 

" The work of a man of genins. It will attract the highest class of readers.'*— TVmex. 

42. A BBAVB LADY. By the Author of " John Halifax.*'^ 

" A yery good novel; a thonghtfol, well-written hook, showing a tender, sympathy 
with hnman nature, and permeated by a pure and noble spirit"— ^jMnnwicr. ' 

43. HANNAH. By the Author of << John Halifax." 

** A very pleasant, healthy story, well and artistically told. The book is sure of a 
wide circle of readers. The character of Hannah is one of rare beauty."— v^foiMterd 

44. SAM SLICE'S AMESIOANS AT HOME. 

**This is one of the most amusing books that we ever read."— aSTtandard 

45. THE UNKIND WOBD. 

BY THE AUTHOR OP " JOHN HALIFAX, GENTLEMAN." 
"The author of *John Halifax 'has written many fascinating stories, but we can 
eall to mind nothing from her pen that has a more enduring duurm than the graceful 
sketches in this work." — United Service Magatine. 

46. A SOSE IN JUNE. By HSS. OLIPHANT. 

" * A Bose in June ' is as pretty as its title. The story is one of the best and most 
touching which we owe to the industry and talent of Mrs. Oliphant, and may hold its 
own with even * The Ohronicles of Carlingford.' "— TVmec 

47. UT LITTLE LADT. By £. F. FOYNTES. 

** There is a great deal of fascination about this book. The author writes in a clear, 
unaffected style; f^e has a decided gift for depiotlnff character, while the descriptions 
of scenery convey a distinct pictorial impression to ue reader." — Timui, 

48. FH(EBE, JUNIOB. By H£S. OLIFHANT. 

**This novel shows great knowledge of human nature. The Interest goes on 
growing to the end. Fhoebe is excellentiy drawn."— 2V'nM». 

49. LIFE OF MABIE ANTOINETTE. 

BY PROFESSOR CHARLES DUKE TONGE. 
**A work of remarkable merit and interest, which will, we doubt no^ become the 
mostpopnlar English history of Marie Antoinette." — Spectator. 
"This book is well written, and of thrilling interest" — Academg^ 

50. SntOIBBIE. By GEOBOE HAG DONALD, LL.D. 

" * Sir Gibbie ' is a book of genius."— PoZI Mall Gazette. 

**ThiB book has power, pauos, and humour. There is not a character which is not 
lifelike."— iltAenonim. 

51. YOUNG MES. JAEDINE. 

BY THE AUTHOR OF " JOHN fiALIFAX, GENTLEMAN.'^ 

u 'Young Mrs. Jardine ' is a pretty story, written in pure English."— 7V^ Tima. 

*^ There is much good feeling in this book. It is pleasant and wholesome."— ^Menoram. 

52. LOBD BBAOEENBUBY. By AHELIA B. EDWABDS. 

" A very readable story. The author has well conceived the purpose of high-class 
novel-writing, and succeeded in no small measure in attaining it There is plenty of 
variety, cheerful dialogue, and general 'verve* in the book.'* — AthtMeum. 

"'Lord Braokenbury ' is pleasant reading from beginning to end."— .ileaetsmir. 
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